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uke Habernickel 
#1 Bargain Place 
Jessup, PA 18434-1 83 



Rain or Shine, Day or Night. 

Classic Windbreaker" Jacket. 

Polyester/cotton poplin, 
f ^ No Iron Wash & wear. 
Repels wind and rain. Zip 
i front, rib knit collar, cuffs 
and hem. FIVE pockets, 
| smooth polyester lining, 
and handsome shoulder 
spanning chest seam that 
makes your shoulders 
look broader! 
Order here: » 



1-800-543-4810 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 



Send jackets. I enclose $. 



purchase price plus $5.99 



toward postage, in ga add sales tax. On-Line Quick Order 



Sizes: S(34-36) M(38-40) 
L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
fc Big Men (just $5 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 
4XL(58-60) 
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'% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! i 

When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your account as soon as the same day we 
receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. I 



URGENT MESSAGE 



Get the Emergency 
World Radio 

FREE 



$30 Value 

— Yours 

FREE 



The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security* advises 
that every American home 
have an emergency radio. 

Every home needs an emergency radio in the 
event of hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes, 
electric power outages, and even 
terrorist attacks. 

Be Prepared in Any 
Circumstance 

This Dynamo Emergency World Band Radio picks 
up the full AM/FM spectrum and worldwide 
shortwave bands. 

Most importantly, the Dynamo Emergency 
World Band Radio includes: 

• HAND CRANK GENERATOR (IN CASE BATTERIES FAIL) 

• EMERGENCY FLASHLIGHT 



Newsmax Magazine's 
Incredible Offer — $20 Bonus 

Newsmax magazine wants every American family to have 
this emergency radio and we'll send it to you for FREE. Just 
pay our standard shipping and handling charge of $5.95. 

When you order your FREE Dynamo Emergency World 
Band Radio, you'll also receive four free issues of Newsmax 
magazine — a $20 value — yours FREE. 

Newsmax magazine brings you exclusive stories the 
major media won't report. Even they can't ignore 




Built-in hand crank generator 
means radio operates even 
if the batteries fail! 




Important Features of the Emergency World Radio: 

• 8-Band World Receiver • Long-Range AM Receiver 

• 6 Shortwave Bands • High Sensitivity FM Band 

• High Quality 2" Speaker • Emergency LED Flashlight 

• 360-Degree Swiveling Telescopic Antenna 

• Can Operate on 2 AA Rechargeable Batteries 
(included) or on 2 D Batteries (not included) 



Newsmax magazine — which has been cited on Meet the 
Press, CNN, Fox News, Rush Limbaugh, MSNBC, and 
many other outlets. 

Each month in Newsmax magazine you'll read hard-hitting 
investigative reports and special commentaries from Ben 
Stein, Dick Morris, Bill O'Reilly, Dr. Laura Schlessinger, 
James Hirsen, John Stossel, David Limbaugh, Thomas 
Sowell, Michael Reagan, Christopher Ruddy, and many 
others. 

Fox News commentator Dick Morris calls Newsmax 
"a must read" for every informed American. Call or go 
online today to get the Dynamo Emergency World Band 
Radio and 4 months of Newsmax magazine — a combined 
value of $50 — FREE. 




Get Your FREE Emergency Radio 

PLEASE HURRY! THIS IS A LIMITED TIME OFFER 



Order Online: 

www. N ewsmax . com /Am Leg 
Order by Phone: 
1-800-649-6650 



* This offer and radio are not approved or endorsed 
by the federal government or Homeland Security. 



Shipping and Handling $5.95 



YOUR SPECIAL 
OFFER CODE 



955C-1 
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COINS FOR THE HOMEFRONT 

Last fall, Hugh Holmes, an Army veteran and 
member of American Legion Post 18 in 
L Mitchell, S.D., proposed a special Blue Star 
1 coin that would honor spouses of men 
f and women serving in the U.S. military. 
"Spouses deserve a big pat on the back for 
their service to our country," he says. "It is 
the hardest job in the world. They do 
everything, and they do it well." 

Holmes e-mailed The American Legion's 
Emblem Sales, which quickly ordered production 
of the coins. So far, sales have been brisk. 

Holmes has already given a coin to his daughter-in- 
law. "I love the design," Holmes says. "It has the colors 
of our country and the Blue Star Banner." c^za 

Purchase a Blue Star coin: ^ www.legion.org/emblemsales 



The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.5 million members. 
These wartime veterans, working through 14,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 
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Attention Victims of Asbestos-Related 

MESOTHELIOMA 



You are in 
the fight of 
your life. 



Fight for the 
settlement 
you deserve. 



A PROVEN TRACK RECORD OF 
HELPING STRICKEN VETERANS 

$7.6 Million 

SECURED FOR A RETIRED 
NAVY ELECTRICIAN 



EXPERIENCE: We have over 20 years 

of experience successfully representing 
veterans stricken by Asbestos-related 
Mesothelioma. 




SERVICE: Unlike other mesothelioma 
lawyers, we are veterans who share 
your values and are personally commited 
throughout your case. 

RESULTS: Unparalleled track record 
securing millions of dollars to help pay for 
healthcare and support their families. 

COMMITMENT: We offer free, 
no-obligation consultation nationwide, 
and do not expect compensation until 
your suit has succeeded. 



Call 1-888-802-MESO (6376) 

FOR A NO OBLIGATION CONSULTATION. 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 021 14 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 




FOR THE TOUGHEST JO BS ON PLANET EARTH® 

gowujtooghP 



1-800-966-3458 Made in U.S.A. 

©2010 Gorilla Glue Company 



STUMP REMOVAL 

FAST & EASY! 



ELIMINATE Landscape 
Eyesores with a DR® 
STUMP GRINDER! 

• Make stumps 
DISAPPEAR! 

• EXPAND lawn 
areas! 

• OPEN UP fields & 
meadows! 

• BLAZE new trails! 




• REMOVE mowing 
hazards! 



The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses carbide-tipped 
cutting teeth, spinning at over 400 "bites" per 
second, to pulverize stumps into a pile of 
woodchips. Quickly and easily, you can grind any 
size tree stump below ground level. Gone forever! 



Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 



1800-795-2651 




DRstumpgrinder.com 



Relief with 
No Side 
Effect Grief 

Hyland's brought the 
first natural solution 
to agitated legs.* 
Don't be the last to 
discover it! 



^ V Natural 





HOMEOPATHIC 



Hyland's Restful Legs is a 

gentle, natural medication with 
a powerful formula that safely 
calms agitated legs— it has 
none of the negative side effects 
of Rx medications. Finally, 
no more suffering from the 
compelling urge to move your 
legs, especially while lying down, 
sleeping, or sitting still for long 
periods of time. Hyland's Restful 
Legs brings real relief that's 
affordable, safe and effective. Try 
our free sample and experience 
the comfort yourself. 

100% Natural • Safe to take 
with other medicines 



Free 2-day Sample 

Call 1 877 803 7566 for a 
free 2-day sample or visit 
www.restfullegs.com 



* In 2006, Hyland's Restful Legs was the 
first OTC medication to bring natural 
relief for sufferers of agitated legs. 
Read and follow all label directions. 
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'Partners for God and Country' 

Thank you for the fine article on Scouting's 
100th anniversary (February) and for The American 
Legion's support of Boy Scouts of America. My 
Scoutmaster was a Lone Scout in 1910, an Eagle 
Scout, and devoted his life to leading boys in the 
Scouting program. I joined his troop in the 
summer of 1938 and came to love Scouting. After 
my service and two years of college, I applied for a 
job with my local Scout Council and was accepted 
as a district Scout executive. This led to a 31-year 
career with the Boy Scouts in Massachusetts and 

Vermont. During those 31 years, I had the honor to present 164 young men with 
their Eagle Scout badges. The 164th was my first grandson. 

Over those years, I met hundreds of wonderful Scouting volunteers, the heart 
of the movement. Scouting was the most powerful force in my life from the day 
I joined until I retired in 1987. My Scoutmaster was the most influential person in 
my life. Congratulations to Boy Scouts of America on its 100th anniversary, and 
continued success in the next 100 years. 

- Bruce McMahon, Wallingford, Vt. 




iy Scouts of America 



I was a Boy Scout in the 
1950s. The things I learned 
then have proven to be valu- 
able to me even to this day. 
When I went into the Army 
in 1958, dismounted drill was 
no problem. I had already 
learned it in Scouting, 
as well as hiking with a back- 
pack and setting up a pup tent. 
Even today, I try to live by the 
Scout Oath, the Scout Law and 
the Scout Motto. 

-John T. Travis, Mount Vernon, Ind. 

Federal marijuana ban 

I read February's "Big Issues" 
and am compelled to write. 
Both representatives are com- 
pletely off the mark. 

Whatever one's position on 
the use, legalization or decrimi- 
nalization of marijuana (or 
anything else), the real question 
is why the federal government 
is involved in any way with the 
criminalization, licensing or 
restriction of substances. 
Specifically, where in the 
Constitution is the obligation 
to criminalize and prosecute 
drug use directly assigned to 
the federal government? Unless 
it is so assigned, it is not a 



federal area of jurisdiction. 
Thus, the control, laws and 
prosecution all belong at the 
state level, and the states can 
act independently. 

The Constitution - which 
all Legionnaires, at one time 
or another, swore to uphold 
and protect against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic - specifi- 
cally limits the role of the 
federal government. Neither 
representative quoted is 
qualified or positioned to have 
meaningful input on the 
marijuana discussion. Rather, 
they are both biased by 
their positions as federal 
employees, toward unconstitu- 
tional federal control. 

- Neil M. Christie, Houston 

My dad is a World War II 
veteran who died of cancer in 
1996. At the terminal stage, his 
pain was excruciating. Dad 
considered medical marijuana 
to treat the pain, but he de- 
clined it. The issue in his mind 
was one of remaining lucid as 
long as possible. It was not a 
moral or legal problem. His was 
a personal decision, and it gave 
him dignity in death. 
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Neither he nor I would support 
medical marijuana clinics free 
from scrutiny. To hide recre- 
ational drug distribution in the 
guise of medical marijuana 
makes no sense, but to deny its 
availability in an audited, 
regulated and medically pre- 
scribed circumstance makes no 
sense either. We attempt to 
control the distribution of other 
painkillers, and we prosecute 
violations. Why should medical 
marijuana be any different? 

- Tom Bronnon, Ridgecrest, Colif. 

Rep. Maurice Hinchey has 
chosen to subvert the purpose 
and intent of the Federal Mari- 
juana Act of 1937. Ample ano- 
dyne medications can be legally 
prescribed for those with painful 
symptoms. Unfortunately, in 
those states where quasi-legality 
has replaced lawful prohibition, 
distributors soon become 
grower-hucksters, and prolifera- 
tion of both activities quickly 
occurs, to the detriment of the 
common good. 

- Benjamin K. Souler, Prescoti Ariz. 

To critics' claims that the 
Justice Department's decision 
not to prosecute medical mari- 
juana distributors weakens 
enforcement of drug laws, I say, 
"Good!" Most drug bans were 
racially motivated in their 
enactment, with unfair racial 
consequences in enforcement. 
Also, prohibition has never been 
shown to be effective. It only 
leads to increasing crime. Money 
spent on enforcement and 
prisons would be better spent on 
education and treatment. 

- Mike Swadener, South Bend, Ind. 



Caregiver pay and support 

I am writing in regards to Tom 
Philpott's column (Veterans 
Update, February). My husband 
was wounded in Vietnam on 
May 14, 1967. He was a medic 
who loved and cared for every- 
one with whom he served, and 
he was proud to serve our 
country. He has a brain injury 
and is 100-percent permanently 
and totally disabled. I have been 
a caregiver to him for 41 years. 
As the years go by, he does not 
get better. Thank you for finally 
recognizing that being a care- 
giver is a full-time job and that 
we all need support, too. 

- PatAinsworth, Benicio, Colif. 

'Family Matters' 

Nancy Pelosi fails to address 
the fact that the proposed health- 
care bill will cut Medicare Part B 
(February). Cutting Part B will 
hurt military retirees under 
TRICARE for Life. I personally 
don't like anything about the 
health-care bill, but I find it most 
insulting when public servants 
assume military retirees can be 
fooled into believing Part B cuts 
won't affect our TRICARE 
program. Remember "stay for 20 
and get free medical care"? Lie 
to me once, now lie to me twice? 
Sorry, but that dog don't hunt. 

- Lorry Niemotko, Vocoville, Colif. 

'How to Outmaneuver 
the Bad Guys' 

James H. Anderson's article 
(February) was more noteworthy 
for what it didn't say than for 
what it did. Islamic terrorism 
thrives because it finds fertile 
ground in our nation's foreign 
and military policies, which 



center on alignments with 
repressive and autocratic re- 
gimes, bases in the Middle East 
and access to oil resources. Until 
we shift to policies promoting 
peace, justice and respect for 
human dignity - which are 
among the tenets of Islam - no 
amount of military resources, 
intelligence, technology or 
diplomacy will succeed in 
countering the appeal of terror to 
youthful and disenfranchised 
populations throughout the 
Muslim world. 

- Steve Dovies, Pelhom Monor, N.Y. 

'Peaches and Pound Cake' 

Retired Maj. Gen. Robert H. 
Scales nailed the overall experi- 
ence of the American fighting 
man (January). I joined the draft 
in 1966 and served until 1968 - 
two of the longest years of my 
life, but two I am proud of 
despite the failed political 
outcome. When people ask me 
about Vietnam, I tell them I was 
made stronger by the experience. 
That statement is only under- 
stood by a combat veteran. 

- Kurt Wotson, Mission, Texos 

'A Prayer Remembered' 

I enjoyed the article by former 
Pittsburgh Steelers player Rocky 
Bleier (January). I was an officer 
working at Irwin Army Hospital 
on Fort Riley, Kan., from 1969 to 
1972. I had the opportunity to 
work with Rocky, and he was an 
inspiration to all the staff and 
injured in the clinic. He spent 
long hours on his rehabilitation. 
I can remember him working in 
the hallway on push-off from his 
three-point stance. 

-Glenn A. Koehler, Holiday Island, Ark. 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 
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A Bold Statement of Loyalty to Wear with Pride 

YOUR CHOKJ 

Military Sport-Style Watches 



Army 
atch 




Navy 
Watch 




recision-crafted in an Exclusive Design... 
Our chronographic watch is crafted in stain- 
less steel and loaded with features. Standing 
out against the watch face are three subdi- 
als — for seconds, minutes and hours (military 
time). The adjustable canvas and leather 
strap fits most wrists, and has a working com- 
pass as well as an icon reflective of the service 
branch. And etched on the back are more 
meaningful miltiary symbols and slogans. 



Complete with a Certificate of 
Authenticity and custom case, these Militiary 
Sport-style Watches are remarkable values at 
$119* each, which you can pay for in 4 install- 
ments of $29.75. To order the watch of your 
choice, backed by our unconditional 120-day 
guarantee and full-year limited warranty, 
send no money now; just fill out and mail the 
Reservation below today or you could miss out! 



The Army and Air Force products are licensed by the U.S. Army and Air Force 
respectively. In accordance with federal law, these branches receive a portion of 
the proceeds from the sales of the licensed products. Neither the U.S.Navy or USMC 
nor any other component of the Department of Defense has approved, endorsed or 
authorized the Navy or USMC products. 




Hand-etched military symbols 
on reserve side 

©2010 BGE 01-11589-001-BIU 



LIMITED-TIME OFFER 

YES. Please reserve the Military Sport- 
Style Watch (es), checked below, for me 
as described in this announcement. 

□ 01-07230-001 USMC Watch 

□ 01-07553-001 U.S. Navy Watch 

□ 01-07815-001 U.S. Army Watch 

□ 01-10980-001 U.S. Air Force Watch 



*Plus $9.00 shipping and service per watch. Please 
allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of your watch after we 
receive your initial deposit. Sales subject to product 
availability and credit approval. 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 



SEND NO MONEY NOW 



BRABFOR1 EXCHANGE 

— JEWELRY 



9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 



Let's reverse the backlog, not just slow it 



The Department of Veterans Affairs faces extraordinary challenges as 
the second decade of the 21st century unfolds. There's a new GI Bill to 
manage. Employment and business opportunities for veterans are hard 
to stimulate in a slowly recovering economy. Access to affordable health 
care, hope for the homeless and proper burial for those who honorably 
served our nation are costly and unwieldy to provide, even for the 
second-largest arm of the federal government. 

The fastest-swelling elephant in the kitchen, however, is the backlog 
of undecided VA benefits claims. The speed, efficiency and accuracy of 
VAs outdated, paper-based claims-adjudication process influences 
almost every other aspect of the system. A claims decision determines 
a veteran's access to VA health care. A claims decision can relieve a 
sufferer of post-traumatic stress disorder from the vicious cycle of 
substance abuse and family instability. A claims decision can help a 
veteran entrepreneur get a federal contract or leave a job that is slowly 
making a service-connected disability worse. 

That is why VA's current situation - somewhere between 500,000 and 
1 million undecided claims - cannot be tolerated anymore. The White 
House has recommended hiring 4,000 new VA claims processors in 
fiscal year 2011, simply to prevent the problem from getting a lot worse. 
That is not good enough. We need to reverse the backlog. 

Politicians on both sides of the aisle have promised to make VA's 
antiquated claims-adjudication process a high priority, as they have 
since the Eisenhower administration. And yet here we are, slipping 
down the slope of VA's inability to keep up with a claims curve that 
grew by 75 percent between 2000 and 2009. VA officials themselves say 
the average veteran's wait for a benefits decision can be expected to 
increase to 190 days, up from 158, by early 2011. What a disgrace. 

The American Legion must continually remind federal officials that 
proper care for veterans is a delayed cost of war. The same U.S. govern- 
ment that prepares and sends Americans to battle, then passes and 
administers laws providing benefits after discharge, cannot simply drag 
its feet and try to outlast the obligation. Too many veterans believe the 
government they swore to protect now just wants them to die, along 
with their unresolved claims. 

VA's adjudication process is bogged down in part because work is 
graded not by satisfactory completion of a case but by the successful 
transfer of a file from one desk to another. This work-credit system 
needs to be overhauled. In an era when most Americans can file their 
income taxes or apply for college aid online within an hour, technologi- 
cal solutions that ease the process without compromising quality are 
quite possible. Social Security benefits are most often in the hands of 
those who need them within a month of filing. We know VA is working 
on this, but delivery of a new system cannot just be a high priority year 
after year. It needs to be a reality now. 

A new generation of service-disabled Americans is pouring into VA 
looking for help. And yes, veterans of past wars are still here, too, 
waiting and wondering about their claims. We have waited too long. 




r. lap 



National Commander 
Clarence E. Hill 

MEMORANDA 

VETERANS BENEFITS 
CALCULATOR The American 
Legion Veterans Benefits 
Calculator gives veterans a 
head start in their efforts to file 
benefits claims. By simply clicking 
through an application at 
www.legion.org, veterans or 
family members can view and 
print both a list of benefits they 
may be eligible to receive and 
contact information for a nearby 
American Legion service officer 
who can help complete the 
process. 

@ www.legion.org/ 
benefitscalculator 

LEGION VIDEO ADDRESSES 
CLAIMS PROCESS The American 
Legion's position on the VA claims 
process is explained in a video 
presentation by Peter Gaytan, 
executive director of The American 
Legion's Washington office. 
@ www.legion.org/legiontv 

ONLINE FORUMS Visitors of 
www.legion.org can interact with 
one another online to discuss 
American Legion programs, 
including Legion Riders, 
American Legion Baseball, 
Boys Nation, Legion Racing 
and Veterans Affairs. 
£ www.legion.org/forum 
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Now you see it... Now you don't. 



With Miracle-Ear, what people won't notice 
about you is your hearing aid! 

Discover for yourself our exclusive line of Open-Fit products which are so lightweight, 
so small and so natural sounding, that even you won't feel like you're wearing one. 



Nearly Invisible Miracle-Ear® 
Hearing Aids Feature Superior 
Digital Micro-Technology 

• Hear the right sounds, not every 
sound 

• Reduces annoying background 
noise and whistling 

• More natural sounding 

• Customized hearing solution, 
precisely programmed to you 

• Fit to ensure maximum comfort 



"I've known about 
Miracle-Ear for decades, 
and I know they'll be 
there next month, next 
year, as they've been 
there for millions of 
people for over 60 years. " 

-Patrick Duffy, Actor 



^Fitting fees may apply. **Hearing tests are always free. Not a medical 
exam. Audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. 
Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary 
depending upon severity of hearing loss, proper fit, and ability to adapt 
to amplification. 

© 2010, Miracle-Ear, Inc. 13219NATA 




60 Years of Expertise 

With over 1,200 locations, we're 
America's #1 choice of hearing aids. 

FREE Better Hearing Kit 
/ Free DVD tjg 
/ Free 8-page Better Hearing j^jjfa 

Starts Here brochure 
/ Take-At-Home hearing quiz 
/ Free Hearing Test** certificate 




liracle-E 



CALL TODAY for Your 
FREE Better Hearing Kit! 



1-877-301-0843 



]YES! Please rush me my Free Better Hearing Kit! 



Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 

Call toll-free or mail coupon to: 
Miracle-Ear, Inc. 

5000 Cheshire Pkwy. N., Plymouth, MN 55446 



MNPR0010 



BIG ISSUES 



Market-based carbon allowances 




SUPPORT 



Sen. Maria Cantwell, 
D-Wash. 

■ Cantwell is a member of the 
Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. 



The controversy over the mammoth climate- 
change bill passed by the House last year demon- 
strates that a new, bipartisan approach is needed. 
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, and I believe we have 
found that new approach. Our Carbon Limits and 
Energy for America's Renewal 
(CLEAR) Act offers a market- 
based way to gradually lower 
carbon pollution while protect- 
ing families from price increas- 
es and investing in America's 
clean-energy future. 

The CLEAR Act is 39 pages 
long, won't expand the federal 
government or increase the deficit, and controls 
pollution by auctioning "carbon shares" in gradu- 
ally diminishing quantities. By putting a predict- 
able price on pollution, the bill empowers the free 
market to find the best technologies to reduce 
greenhouse gases. 

The CLEAR Act returns three-quarters of the 
revenue raised at auction directly to every Ameri- 
can in the form of dividends, fully offsetting 
higher energy prices for all but the wealthiest 20 
percent, who consume more carbon fuels. For a 
family of four, the dividend would average about 
$1,100 per year. The remaining revenue would go 
toward clean-energy development, rebuilding the 
U.S. energy system, and emission-reduction 
projects in agriculture and forestry. We also 
protect energy-intensive producers, such as steel 
mills, from foreign competition. 

We believe Americans want climate legislation 
that will limit carbon pollution without harming 
the economy, and energize our nation's entrepre- 
neurs and workers to create - and dominate - 
a clean-energy market that will be worth trillions. 
With the right approach, we will transform one 
of our nation's greatest threats into one of our 
greatest opportunities. 




THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

The CLEAR Act seeks to reduce carbon 

emissions via an auction system. 
Critics say federal regulation favors 
one type of energy job over another 
and will end up raising energy prices. 



OPPOSE 

Sen. John Barrasso, 
R-Wyo. 

■ Barrasso is a member of 
the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. 



While the president talks about green jobs, 
Americans still need the red, white and blue jobs 
that power our country and our economy. 

With 10 percent unemployment, Washington 
should not choose winners and losers. The 

CLEAR Act rewards one type 
of energy job over another. 

The administration and 
some members of Congress 
also continue to push 
policies that will kill U.S. 
jobs and make it harder for 
our country to climb out of 
the current recession. The 
cap-and-trade scheme that passed the House last 
year will make it more expensive for businesses 
to operate in the United States. I oppose the bill. 
If it becomes law, American families will pay an 
extra tax every time they switch on a light, heat 
up an oven or turn on a television. 

Cap and trade will reduce our ability to com- 
pete against countries like China and India. 
Emissions in China will continue to increase 
every year through 2050. 

While the cap-and-trade bill has been in the 
media spotlight, Washington bureaucrats are 
privately plotting a series of extreme environmen- 
tal regulations. The Environmental Protection 
Agency is trying to regulate carbon emissions 
from a wide range of sources. These regulations 
will crush communities across our country and 
potentially bankrupt hospitals, farms, nursing 
homes and commercial businesses. 

There is a better way forward. We should pass 
legislation that will invest in technology that will 
make our energy cleaner and more affordable, 
then sell it to the rest of the world. This will 
provide us with a source of energy that is diverse, 
efficient, sustainable, reliable and comprehensive. 
When it comes to energy, we need it all. 



CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Some people won't get a Panda. 
Will it be you? 

The Panda Silver Dollar is one full Troy ounce of precious silver. But it's hard to 
get your hands on this elusive coin! By ordering directly from us, you get our 
best price plus a full 30-day money-back guarantee. Last year, 2009 
Panda Silver Dollars sold out quickly. Now they're selling for as much as 
$100 each in the marketplace. This is a pre-sellout event for the 2010 Silver 
Pandas.They are still available, but not for long. Call now to avoid disappointment. 

The more you buy, the more you save! 

One 201 0 Panda Silver Dollar for only $39.95 each + s/h 
Five for only $38.75 each + s/h Save $6 
Half Roll (1 0) for only $37.25 each + s/h Save $27 
Bankers Roll (20) for only $34.95 each + s/h Save $100 

Toil-Free 24 hours a day 1 -800-979-7267 

Offer Code DSP1 20. Please mention this code when you call 



Hi GovMint.com 

YOUR ONE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. DSP1 20, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.GovMint.com 



Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 

Note: GovMint.com is a private distributor of worldwide government coin issues and is not affiliated with the United States 
Government. Facts and figures were deemed accurate as of December 2009. ©GovMint.com, 201 0 



ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 



LIVING WELL 



The doctor is in 

Feel rushed in the 
doctor's office? Be 
encouraged. A study 
of national health 
data has found that 
the average duration 
of family doctor visits 
has increased by 16 
percent over the past 
decade. Primary-care 
physicians spent 
nearly 21 minutes with 
patients in 2005, 
compared to just 18 
minutes in 1997. The 
quality of care that 
patients receive has 
also improved 
modestly, but sadly, 
one thing hasn't: 
doctors are no more 
likely to counsel 
patients about diet 
and exercise today 
than they were a 
decade ago. 




Pros and cons of 
Internet health resources 

A growing number of people are searching for health 
information on the Internet. Perhaps you've looked for 
details about a particular symptom or treatment, or 
searched for facts about a disease or disorder. You may 
even make health decisions based on sources that 
appear on the first page of a search engine. But do you 
know which online health sources are credible and 
which are questionable? 

Sixty-one percent of Americans now search for health 
information on the Internet, according to a recent survey 
by the Pew Internet and American Life Project. Six out of 
10 said the information they found online affected their 
decision about how to treat an illness or condition, and 
56 percent said it changed how they maintained their 
own health or the health of another. 

Transferring the trust you have in your doctors to 
online medical sources is a common mistake, says 
Dr. John M. Martinez, medical director of 
Coastal Sports and Wellness Medical Center 
in San Diego. "The average person should be 
concerned about the validity of the informa- 
tion provided and the health-care background 
and training of the person or 
company providing the informa 
tion," he says. "While there are 
many great sources of medical 
information on 
the Internet, 
there are also just 
as many that slant 
the information 
they provide to 
support a product, 
medication or 
treatment from 
which they may be 
profiting." 

continued on page 14 



HealthNewsReview. 
org provides a 
checklist for evaluating 
health-care claims 
from any source. 

1. What's the total 
cost? 

2. How often do 
benefits occur? 

3. How often does 
harm occur? 

4. How strong is the 
evidence? 

5. Is this condition 
exaggerated? 

6. Are there alternative 
options? 

7. Is this really a new 
approach? 

8. Is it available to me? 

9. Who's promoting 
this? 

10. Do they 
have a conflict 
of interest? 




Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 
It is not intended to be, nor 
is it, medical advice. Readers 
should consult their 
physicians when they have 
health problems. 



The costs of treating, and preventing, diabetes 

Costs associated with treating diabetes, and lost productivity due to the 
disease, are estimated at $174 billion annually, The Wall Street Journal reports. 
This has spurred efforts to help prevent the 60 million Americans considered 
"pre-diabetic"from becoming diabetic. Some prevention programs include > 
the use of medication, while others challenge participants to change 
their lifestyles. But these have costs, too. Health-care reform legislation 
in Congress includes $34 billion to support prevention programs. 
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Create Your Own Outdoor ■ 
Room...In Just Seconds! J A 





Factor 

Direct 
i prices'. 



Opens at the Touch 
of a Button! 



Introducing The Revolutionary 
SunSetter® Retractable Awning! 

If you're tired of having your outdoor enjoyment rained on.. .baked out.. .or 
just plain ruined by unpredictable weather... 

At last there is a solution! One that lets you take control of the weather on 
your deck or patio, while saving on energy bills! It's the incredible SunSetter® 
Retractable Awning! A simple... easy-to-use.. .& affordable way to outsmart the 
weather and start enjoying your deck or patio more.. .ran or shine! 

The SunSetter® is like adding a whole extra outdoor room to your home... 
giving you instant protection from glaring sun...or light showers! Plus it's 
incredibly easy to use...opening & closing effortlessly in less than 60 seconds! 

So, stop struggling with the weather... 
& start enjoying your deck or patio more! 

For a FREE Catalog & DVD email your 
name & address to freevd@sunsetter.com 





Protects you from 99% of IN rays 




You choose full sun or total 
protection in just seconds! 



FREE Catalog & DVD 
Call Toil-Free: 1-800-876-8060 



Ext. 
21306 



Eflfes! Please send your FREE Catalog & DVD. ..including 
Special Savings now in effect... TO DAY! 



Optional Screen Room Available! 



Name 

Address_ 

City 

Email 



. State_ 



_ Zip _ 



(Important: Be sure to give us your email address to receive our best deals!) a 

in 

184 Charles Street, Dept. 21306, Maiden, MA 02148 S 
retractable awnings visit us to day at www.sunsetter.com © 
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Diet shopping 

Health.com offers 
healthy and helpful 
advice for shopping 
while on a diet. 

At the meat counter, 
look for cuts that are 
95 percent lean or 
higher. Choose 
chicken or 
turkey breast 
when 
buying 
poultry. And 
remember that 
shrimp is a 
T Jp "high-protein, 
low-fat, low- 
calorie option." 

Hold the line on fat 
in the dairy aisle. 

Ask the deli to 
slice 
cheese 
into 

1-ounce V 
portions 
or choose 
string 

cheese. Plain nonfat 
yogurt is a versatile 
and healthy addition 
to many meals. 

When it comes to 
veggies, "grab a 
rainbow." To get a 

variety of nutrients, 
try to include every 
color of the 
spectrum - red, 
green, orange, yellow, 
purple, white - in 
your diet. 




Health Web sites 
you can trust: 

Alzheimer's 
Association 
@ alz.org 

American Heart 
Association 
^5 americanheart. 
org 

American 
Diabetes 
Association 
@ diabetes.org 

Cancer.net 
0 cancer.net 

Cleveland Clinic 
@ my.clevelandclinic 
org 

eMedicine 
@ emedicine.com 

Family Doctor 
@ familydoctor.org 

Health Talk Online 
@ healthtalkonline.org 

Mayo Clinic 
@ mayoclinic.com 

MedPage Today 
0 medpagetoday.com 

MedlinePlus 
@ medlineplus.gov 

Medpedia 
© medpedia.com 

Medscape 
* medscape.com 




continued from page 12 

Recent studies looked at the health Web sites Internet 
searches deliver most frequently, and found that sites 
search engines feature on their first pages are more likely 
to recommend treatments based on little or no evidence 
and often fail to cite sources or report conflicts of interest. 

Also, people often delay seeing their physi- 
cian for serious conditions, such as angina, 
because they read that chest pain could be 
heartburn. "One reason medical training 
takes so long is the length of time it takes 
physicians to learn how to assess a general 
complaint like 'I'm tired,' along with a careful 
history and exam to differentiate the possible 
causes," Martinez says. 

That said, there are also significant benefits to 
having credible, current online health resources 
available. "Patients have become much more 
knowledgeable about their diseases and medical 
conditions," Martinez says. "This change has 
helped many of my patients become more proac- 
tive in their treatment." 

To determine whether or not a Web site offers 
trustworthy information, you need to know 
what to look for. "Probably the most important 
question to ask when looking at an Internet 
health resource is not what is written, but 
f who wrote it," says Dr. James Dom Dera, 
assistant professor of family medicine at 
Northeastern Ohio Universities Colleges of 
Medicine and Pharmacy. "Some nice graphics 
and a catchy URL, combined with some official- 
looking references, are all it takes to make a site 
on the Internet look legitimate," he says. 
As one example of the benefits and risks of 
Internet health resources, Dom Dera points to the 
recent H1N1 pandemic. "On one hand, a quick search of 
'H1N1 symptoms' provides some fairly accurate answers 
from reliable sites. However, search 'H1N1 vaccine' and 
not only do you find many news stories of questionable 
usefulness, but you'll also find a great deal of misinfor- 
mation and fear-mongering." 
Medical journalists often ask certain questions to vet 
the quality and accuracy of new treatments, tests, products 
and procedures they report on for top U.S. newspapers. 
Gary Schwitzer, associate professor at University of Minne- 
sota School of Journalism and Mass Communication, says 
these questions can also help you decide whether or not 
online information is trustworthy. 

Kathy Summers writes about health, nutrition and fitness 
for a variety of magazines, book publishers and Web sites. 
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★ * * TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY * * * 

EXCLUSIVE UNITED STATES MILITARY 

BIRTHSTONE WATCHES 

Personalized with Your Birthstones, Wlonogram, Initials, Service Years and Post Number 



We proudly present our exclusive 
Military Birthstone watches, to honor 
those who have served our Country in the 
U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, 
Coast Guard, Merchant Marines and Seabees. 

The special dial is minted like a fine coin and 
captures every fine detail of your Service 
Branch Emblem. A genuine diamond is set 
at 12 O'clock. 



iaays. 

^ank You priced at just $125*, an 
affordable payment plan is available with 
i no interest. This fine watch is designed by 
md created exclusively for Veterans 
Commemoratives™. It is not sold 



As a final touch of exclusivity, your 
watch back will be engraved with 
your initials, years of service and Post 
Number along with a monogram of 
your choice on the band, below the 
dial. The watch is delivered to you in a handsome 
i gift box - perfect for Father's Day, Birthdays 
and Holidavs. 



The unique dress bracelet is customized 
with four brilliant birthstones and your 
personal monogram. The golden 
watch bezel, with etched roman 
numerals frames the dial, and touches 
of genuine 24 Karat Gold complete 



The precision quartz watch I 
movement keeps accurate time I 
within seconds per month, and 1 
provides years of dependable service. 




in stores. Your satisfaction is 
guaranteed 100% or return within 30 
1 days for a refund or replacement. 
5} So, order today with confidence. 

You have earned the right to 
wear this unique watch as a 
permanent reminder of your special 
place in history. 



WITH EACH ORDER 



mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Watch Order Center 
Two Radnor Corp. Ox, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 190874599 

□ YES. I wish to order a Diamond Service Branch Watch 
featuring my Birthstone and Monogram, as follows: 
□Army DNavy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps DCoast Guard 
□Merchant Marine (not shown) DSeabee (not shown) 

BIRTHSTONE MONTH ( 1 ) : MONOGRAM ( 1 ) : 

INITIALS DESIRED (3): YRS. SERVED: to T 

POST NUMBER: 

I WISH TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 

□ Enclosed is my check or money order for $125* per watch payable 
to "Veterans Commemoratives" as payment in full, OR 

□ Charge my credit card $125* per watch as payment in full, OR 

□ Charge my credit card in four monthly installments of $31.25* each. 
* Plus $12.95 per watch for engraving, shipping & handling. PA residents add 6% sales tax ($8.28). 



CC#:_ 



1-800^255-3048 

5pm EST Have Credit Card ready when ordering. 



CREDIT CARD: 

□VISA □ MASTER CARD CAMEX ^DISCOVER 



. exp._ 



SIGNATURE: 

SHIPPING ADDRESS (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes)Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 



Address:. 



City:. 



. State:_ 



.Zip, 



Phone # (_ 



. Email: . 



©2009-2010 ICM BRSWAT-ALM-0410 



FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY WATCHES & RINGS VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ™ ONLINE AT VETCOM.COM 




A new VA study will probe the genetic basis of 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. The two 
diseases affect some 170,000 VA patients in total 
and can have a devastating impact on these 
veterans and their families. 

The $33 million effort will involve up to 38,000 
veterans at approximately 25 VA sites. Taking part 
will be up to 9,000 people with schizophrenia, 
9,000 with bipolar disorder and another 20,000 
without either disease, for comparison. 

Veterans' genetic results will be linked to their 
VA medical records. By studying volunteers' 
medical histories, researchers hope to reveal links 
between genes and health problems. At the same 
time, veterans' privacy will be rigorously safe- 
guarded: databases will be password-protected, 
and specimens will be bar-coded and "de-identi- 
fied." This means they can be traced back to 
individual veterans but only by researchers who go 
through a strict approval process. 



DNA will be extracted from blood samples and 
scanned for genetic variants. Those that appear in 
veterans with mental illness but not in their 
"healthy" peers will become suspects in the hunt 
for genetic risk factors. The study also aims to find 
genes tied specifically to thinking problems. 
Participants will take tests that measure attention 
and memory. They'll also be observed writing 
checks, making telephone calls and doing other 
everyday activities. The ability to do such tasks is 
a major factor in whether people with serious 
mental illness can work and live independently. 

VA is hopeful that the study will lead to signifi- 
cant advances in prevention, diagnosis and treat- 
ment that will benefit veterans and other Ameri- 
cans with serious mental illness. 

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research and 
development officer for the Veterans Health 
Administration. 



Obesogenic 



If current trends continue, 43 percent 
of adults in the United States will be 
obese by 2018, say health economists 
at Emory University - and that's not 
counting adults who will be merely 
overweight. By that same year, 
obesity-related health-care costs will 
jump from today's $361 per person to 
$1,425. 

In 2008, obesity rates increased in 23 
states, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. In at 
least 30 states, more than a quarter of 
adults and nearly one-third of 
children are now obese. Southern 
states have the highest rates of 
obesity and related diseases, such as 



2008 
OBESITY 
RATES 




□ No Data Q<1t% ■ 1l%-14% Q 2t%-24% ^25%-2J% >>38% 



diabetes and high blood pressure. 
The CDC blames society. The 
environment has become 



"obesogenic" by promoting physical 
inactivity, overeating and 
consumption of less healthy foods. 
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Now you'll hear every 
word — Loud 'N Clear! 



■T/HiJRf Ever wish you could turn up the 

volume on life - without wearing an 
embarrassing device? Now you can 
with Loud 'N Clear, the personal sound amplifier 
that's disguised as a cell phone headset! 

Loud 'N Clear turns ordinary hearing into extra- 
ordinary hearing. It's so powerful you can hear a 
conversation from across the street! Best of all, 
it has dozens of everyday uses. Now you can: 

• Listen to TV at a volume that's comfortable for 
you but doesn't disturb others. 

• Hear better at Bingo, card games and other 
events where you can't afford to miss a word. 

• Enjoy lectures, movies, shows and church 
like never before. 

• Keep "an ear on" the children when they're play 
ing out of range. 

• Make the wildlife come alive during nature 
walks or hunting trips. 

Loud 'N Clear is compact and portable, so 
it's always handy when you need a little 
extra volume. 

Through this special offer, you can get Loud 'N 
Clear for only $19.99! It comes complete with 
our 60-day Total Satisfaction Guarantee. 
And that's not all ... 

For a limited time, you'll even get a second 
Loud 'N Clear FREE with your purchase 
(just pay shipping and handling). That's two 
for the price of one! Supplies are limited. 

Loud 'N Clear is not available in the state of Washington. 

©2010 Ideavillage. 




Great For: 

Bingo 
Church 
& More! 



HERE'S HOW TO ORDER 

1 . Call a friendly operator toll-free at 1 -800-886-371 5. 

2. OR visit our website at www.getloudandcleat.com/am (be sure to 
type the full address so you get the discounted price). 

3. OR send your name, address and a check for $34.97 (includes S&H) to: Loud N Clear 
Offer AM, PO Box 4525, Pacoima, CA 91333 (nj & ca residents must add sales tax). 

I I 



VETERANS UPD. 



Don't ask, don't tell 7 under scrutiny 

V TTfclWI DUII DrtTT 



BY TOM PHILPOTT 

Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman of the Joint Chiefs, 
turned a Senate Armed Services Committee 
hearing on the "don't ask, don't tell" law into high 
drama Feb. 2 when he surprised senators, saying 
it's time for change. 

Speaking only for himself, Mullen said allowing 
homosexuals to serve openly "would be the right 
thing to do ... (W)e have in place a policy which 
forces young men and women to lie about who 
they are in order to defend their fellow citizens." 

The nation's highest-ranking officer didn't claim 
to know for certain how the force would react. 
But, Mullen said, "I never 
underestimate their ability 
to adapt." 

President Obama 
campaigned on a promise 
to repeal "don't ask, don't 
tell" so homosexuals in 
the military don't have to 
hide their sexual orienta- 
tion. He renewed that vow 
in his first State of the 
Union address. 

"We have received our 
orders from the command- 
er in chief and we are moving out accordingly," 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates told senators. 

But it was Mullen's unqualified support for gays 
being allowed to serve openly that made the 
noontime hearing historic. 

Gates and Mullen agreed that careful prepara- 
tions must be made to ensure that a repeal won't 
seriously impact morale or readiness. Both leaders 
also acknowledged that troops and their families 
are already under extraordinary stress from nearly 
a decade of wartime deployments. 

To ready the force, Gates has a "high-level 
working group" reviewing all issues associated 
with the law's repeal. By year's end, it will make 
recommendations "to minimize disruption and 
polarization within the ranks, with special atten- 
tion paid to those serving on the front lines." 

Republicans immediately criticized Gates and 
Mullen for backing a repeal before the study group 
even begins to examine the effects. Sen. John 
McCain, R-Ariz., ranking Republican on the 
committee, didn't disguise his anger, calling 
statements by Gates and Mullen "clearly biased" 
and delivered without consideration of the views 



In October 2009, The American Legion's National 
Executive Committee passed Resolution 34, 
supporting DoD's "don't ask, don't tell" policy. 
Responding to a recent Senate hearing on the 
law, National Commander Clarence Hill said that 
now is not the time for change, as "the U.S. 
military is in the highest state of op tempo since 
World War II, and as a result, there is enormous 
stress upon the troops." The American Legion 
has no position on the compatibility of 
homosexuality and military service. 



of Congress, or perhaps even their combatant 
commanders. McCain held up a statement oppos- 
ing the law's repeal that he said had been signed 
by 1,000 retired general and flag officers. 

"I'm happy to say we still have a Congress of the 
United States that would have to pass a law to 
repeal 'don't ask, don't tell,' despite your efforts to 
repeal it, in many respects, by fiat," McCain said. 

When someone suggested 60 votes would be 
needed to avoid a Republican filibuster on repeal, 
Committee Chairman Sen. Carl Levin, D-Mich., 
said repeal language could be added to the defense 

authorization bill. In that 
case, opponents of a 
change would need 
60 votes to strike the 
amendment from the bill. 

Gates said that on 
revisiting this controver- 
sial issue, leaders are 
likely to find "attitudes 
toward homosexuality 
may have changed consid- 
erably, both in society 
generally and in 
the military." 
His working group, co-chaired by DoD General 
Counsel Jay Johnson and Gen. Carter Ham, 
commander of U.S. Army Europe, will examine all 
regulations and policies likely to need revision, 
including those dealing with benefits, base hous- 
ing, fraternization and misconduct discharges. 

The group's first goal, Gates said, is to "reach 
out to the force" to understand attitudes about 
the law's repeal to help commands transition with 
"minimum disruption" to critical missions. 

The review will take up to a year, Gates said. 
Meanwhile, regulations enforcing current law will 
be revised to be "fairer" to gays, raising the level 
of officer authorized to initiate an inquiry and 
tightening what constitutes "credible information" 
to conduct such an inquiry, he added. 

There will be fewer instances of members who 
are serving honorably being "outed" by someone 
"with a motive to harm," Gates promised, even if 
Congress doesn't repeal the law. 

Tom Philpott, a former Coast Guardsman, 

has written about veterans and military personnel 

issues for 30 years. 
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HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU LOVE 
BEEN DIAGNOSED WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA or 
LUNG CANCER? 



Call 1-877-312-1856 

or visit www.simmonsfirm.com/AL 

for a FREE consultation. 



The Simmons firm has proudly helped thousands of individuals and families 
throughout the United States affected by asbestos-related cancers, including 
many of our nation's veterans. We have recovered millions of dollars on their 
behalf, affording them the medical care and security they deserve. Several of our 
attorneys, including founding partner John Simmons, are veterans themselves. If 
you have mesothelioma or lung cancer due to asbestos exposure, please contact 
us today for more information at 1-877-312-1856. 

We are committed to fighting mesothelioma and asbestos-related diseases both inside and outside 
the courtroom and have pledged over $15 million to cancer research and the search for a cure. 




SIMMONS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS 



Attorney Advertisement. Simmons Browder Gianaris Angelides & Barnerd LLC. 707 Berkshire Blvd., East Alton, Illinois 62024. 
Choice of a lawyer is an important decision that shouldn't be based solely upon ads. Prior results don't guarantee a similar outcome. 




SILENT 

Regarding their contributions in World War II, the silent service may now speak up. 

They must. The youngest among them are 83, and we're losing them fast - of the 16,000 Americans 
who volunteered for duty aboard submarines during the war, maybe 2,000 are living. 

Though they comprised only 1.6 percent of the Navy, these men sank more than half of 
the 10 million tons of military and merchant shipping lost by Japan. By depriving the enemy of oil, 
food and other raw materials to make war, they helped strangle Japan's economy and hastened 
surrender. Talk about victory at sea. 

The cost was high: 375 officers and 3,131 enlisted men on 52 submarines. That's the lowest casualty 
rate of any combatant submarine service on any side in the war, but among the highest percentages 
killed in action of any U.S. service arm. 

Last September, members of U.S. Submarine Veterans of World War II gathered in Green Bay, Wis., 
for their 55th national convention - likely their last official reunion. Nearly 165 attended. They spent 
the week swapping sea stories and touring the USS Cobia in nearby Manitowoc, where 28 submarines 
were built during the war. They also heard more about the discoveries of Lagarto and Grunion, two 
boats lost in action. 

As always, said Owen Williams, convention chairman and USS Barb veteran, the purpose of the 
gathering was "to perpetuate the memory of those who gave their lives in submarine warfare." 

Those who returned and are still among us should be honored as men who faced constant peril as 
they waged war on and beneath the ocean waves. The American Legion Magazine shares a few of their 
stories here. 
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'YOU COULD HAVE HEARD A PIN DROP' 

Richard Clower, USS Seahorse 

We were given the dubious honor of going into the Sea of Japan 
to plot minefields in preparation for the invasion. We were in there 
about two or three days when we were found. The captain took her 
down to the bottom, which is about 250 feet, and we were getting 
the hell kicked out of us. Willy Williams was in the motor machine 

room holding down the 
flapper valve, because 
every time a depth 
charge would hit, the 
flapper valve would open 
and water would come 
in. So he was holding it 
down and using 
unprofessional language, 
calling the Japanese 
everything he could 
think of, and Big Ben 
Williams was on his 
knees praying. He looks 
up and says, "Willy, this 
is a time to be praying, 
not sinning." 

We were lucky we got 
out. The captain put 
uniforms and food and 
dishes in the torpedo 
MikeRoemer tubes and fired them out. 

About half an hour later, we could hear the ship's screws leaving. 
We presumed they thought they sunk us, and they came pretty 
damn close to it. We were able to surface, but it would have been 
dangerous if we tried to go back down again. The captain said we'd 
be taking our lives into our own hands. We had so many leaks, and 
that's when we called Guam to send planes over to protect us. They 
escorted us almost all the way in. 

I went on Seahorse's third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh war 
patrols. We sank about 24 ships, and the only time we didn't feel a 
lot of exultation was when we sank a Japanese submarine. You 
could have heard a pin drop then. When we sank a freighter or a 
man-of-war, it was, "Ha ha, we got 'em!" But when we sank that 
submarine, we knew what they were going through as it was going 
down. Some of them were trying to close the watertight doors; we 
knew that. It would keep the water out temporarily, but there's no 
way in the world everybody's going down to 1,000 feet or however 
deep it was. It was going to cave in. A submarine can't take that 
much pressure. So there was no yelling, there was no screaming, 
there was no "go-get- 'em" like if it was a freighter. 

Cower is a member of American Legion Post 14 in Bozeman, Mont. 




LEFT: Seen through the periscope of USS Wahoo (SS 238), which 
torpedoed her, the Japanese cargo ship Nittsu Maru sinks in the 
Yellow Sea off China on March 23, 1943. Six months later, Wahoo 
was attacked and sunk in the La Perouse Strait. Naval Historical Foundation 




'MY LIFELONG FRIEND' 
~ l Wendell Benson, USS Trutta 

On our second war patrol, we picked up a 
flier. We were 50 miles off the beach of Japan 
when the Okinawa typhoon happened. That 
was the typhoon where the cruiser Pittsburgh 
lost her bow to heavy seas. 

Normally when a submarine is at periscope 
depth, it can be very rough topside, but you 
don't feel any wave motion. We were down 
250 feet that night taking 20-degree rolls 
either side of center. The Pacific Ocean was 
turning itself upside down. 

Our batteries were low, and the skipper 
said, "Let's put all four mains on the battery 
charge ... we'll head into the wind, charge 
these batteries, and then get down and get 
out of this stuff." The seas were still running 
40 feet high. We had just surfaced and the 
lookouts were in place when they started 
screaming, "Lifeboat, 2 o'clock," and I was 
introduced to my lifelong friend, Arthur Burry. 

I was known as a good swimmer, and 
Morris, one of the radiomen, was a good 
swimmer. They tied monkey fists around us 
and tied those to the lifelines on either side of 
the boat, so they didn't lose us. We jumped in 
the water, grabbed the life raft, and that was 
the end of it right there - the next thing I 
knew, I was on the deck in front of the 
conning tower. A big swell had come up and 
put all three of us in a lifeboat right down on 
the deck. 

Arthur Burry had been in the water six days. 
He wouldn't respond to anything we tried. 
We'd throw lines and he couldn't grab them. 
All of the things that were necessary for 
rescue he could not do, and that's why we 
had to go in and get him. We nursed him 
back to health. 

Arthur Burry is a fellow lowan. He was a 
1942 graduate of Davenport Central High 
School, and after the war he became a 
California nut farmer. Every Christmas, my 
wife gets a package of English walnuts from 
Arthur Burry's farm with just one line written 
on it: "Thank you, Wendell." 

Benson is a member of American Legion Post 46 
in Marshalltown, Iowa. 
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ETERNAL 
PATROL 

Since 2005, five U.S. submarines lost 
during World War II have been found, 
starting with USS Lagarto. 



BY MATT GRILLS 

Jamie Macleod had been diving in the Gulf of 
Thailand for years. He knew a missing U.S. subma- 
rine was out there somewhere. Everybody knew. He 
also knew quite well the challenge in trying to 
locate it. "We've got 90,000 square miles, and ships 
have been lost there for centuries," the British diver 
says. "But if you don't look, you don't find." 

A friend of Macleod's who runs a Web site listing 
shipwrecks in the region received an e-mail from 
Roy Leonhardt, a Vietnam-era submarine veteran 
associated with the U.S. Submarine Veterans of 
World War II (SUBVETS) organization. He wanted to 
know if any divers working south of Thailand had 
been looking for USS Lagarto (SS 371), reportedly 
sunk there May 3, 1945, with 86 men aboard. 

The e-mail made it to Macleod. His first reaction 
was that the location was simply too remote: 
"We never go down there." 

But he was scheduled to pick up his new boat, 
the MV Trident, and wasn't going to be too far from 
Lagarto's last reported position. So he contacted 
people he knew in the Thai fishing industry, and 
collected coordinates from those who had lost nets 
in the area. "We started at the nearest one working 
outward, and that's how we found lagarto" 
Macleod says. 
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On May 19, 2005 - 60 years after the submarine 
disappeared - Macleod and fellow diver Stewart 
Oehl sent down a weighted line when their bottom 
sounder detected an anomaly rising some 15 
meters from the seabed. 

"On this particular occasion, our shot was 
perfect," Macleod recalls. "As I got down to about 
200 feet, the bow of the submarine was right in 
front of me. It was unmistakable. Then I moved 
aftward and found the 5-inch gun and the conning 
tower. So it's obviously a submarine, and too close 
to be anything other than the Lagarto. The odds 
of an unknown mystery U.S. submarine right 
on top of where the Lagarto was reportedly 
last seen are millions to one. So we were 
pretty sure." 

Logarto's Last Days. Named for the lagarto, or 
lizard fish, Lagarto was a BaZao-class submarine 
built and launched in Manitowoc, Wis., in 1944. 
The skipper, Cmdr. Frank Latta, was a veteran of 
nine war patrols and received the Navy Cross. 

During its second war patrol, the submarine was 
ordered to the Gulf of Siam, where on May 2, 1945, 
Lagarto received a report from USS Baya (SS 318) 
alerting it to the presence of a nearby Japanese 
convoy. The two planned a joint attack, but enemy 
escorts detected Baya and drove it off with gunfire. 
The submarines rendezvoused the next day and 
planned another attack: Lagarto would dive on the 
convoy's track to make contact at 1400, while Baya 
was 10 to 15 miles farther along. But Lagarto failed 
to respond to contact reports, and Baya went it 
alone, only to be driven off a second time. No 
further contact was made with Lagarto, and the 
submarine was announced as "overdue from patrol 
and presumed lost" Aug. 10, 1945. 

After the war, Japanese records revealed that the 
minelayer Hatsutaka, believed to be one of the two 
radar-equipped escorts of the enemy convoy, 
recorded a depth-charge attack on a U.S. subma- 
rine. Not by accident, Hatsutaka was sunk 12 days 
later by USS Hawkbill (SS 366), whose commander 
was a friend of Latta's and requested permission to 
divert from his patrol for a revenge strike when 
Lagarto was reported overdue. 

The submarine and its crew weren't forgotten, 
especially in Lagarto's birthplace of Manitowoc. 

In 1955, members of U.S. Submarine Veterans of 
World War II assigned each of the 52 submarines 
lost during the war to a different state, for the 
purpose of establishing memorials, with California 
and New York each taking two. Fittingly, Wiscon- 
sin adopted Lagarto. 




7 DON'T KNOW WHY YOU 
~ { WOULDN'T BE SCARED' 
Norman Carroll, USS Guitarro 

We were the 13th boat built at Manitowoc. The 11th 
boat built there, Golet, was tied alongside us at Midway. 
They had just come off their first war patrol, and we 
knew some of the guys from submarine school. They 
said, "Boy, it's hell out there. Be careful." We thanked 
them for their information and went out on our first war 
patrol. They went out on their second and were sunk. 

We were under attack quite a 
bit. We sank a cruiser, and the 
Japanese were very perturbed. 
They located us and dropped 
50 depth charges on us in 10 
minutes. It threw the wooden 
decking from the deck gun 
and blew our running lights 
out. Salt water was pouring 
into our maneuvering room. 
If it had got up to the motor, 
we were done. We had to form 
a bucket brigade. 

At one of our reunions in 
Manitowoc, I asked the MikeRoemer 
engineering officer, "A few 

more feet and we would have been in trouble, huh?" 
He said it was more like inches. Nobody cracked up or 
anything, but I don't know why you wouldn't be scared, 
especially when you're 19. 

We had only one casualty. He got pneumonia. We 
were getting ready to go through the Lombok Straits 
between the Indian Ocean and the Sea of Siam. We 
were going through at night on the surface, and it was 
very well patrolled. We had to bury him at sea before 
we went up there. The skipper radioed in about this 
man being sick. All they sent back was, "Proceed with 
your mission." Australia was 1,500 miles away. 

With a normal burial, they would lash you up in a 
hammock. We didn't have any hammocks, so the 
gunner's mate said, "We'll put a seabag over his head, 
strap a 5-inch shell between his legs, pull the other 
seabag up and lash them together. That will get him to 
the bottom, anyway." So we had a service in the 
after-battery compartment with the skipper reading 
something out of the 23rd Psalm, if I remember right. 
Then they hoisted him up the after-battery hatch and 
heaved him overboard. Such an eerie feeling. 

He had the bunk in the torpedo-loading hatch and I 
was in the one next to him. We used to talk a lot. It was 
such a great loss. When we got into port, we went to a 
Catholic church down in Perth, Australia, and asked the 
priest if he could dedicate a Mass to Richard Cranston. 
We wanted to pay for it, but he wouldn't take a cent, 
not for something like that. 

Carroll is a member of American Legion Post 527 
in Sister Bay, Wis. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



New 50 State $ 2 bill Program" now underway 

Restricted release gives just 1 out of every 1,291 households an opportunity to get the entire State $ 2 Bill Collection™ 




NEVER BEFORE SEEN: This is the new New York state overlaid $2 bill that few have ever seen and everyone is scrambling to get. 
The World Reserve Monetary Exchange has restricted the release of its exclusive State $2 Bill Collection™, so getting one would 
make you as happy as hitting the lottery. 



By Joan Tedeschi 

Universal Media Syndicate 

Most Americans have 
never even seen a govern- 
ment issued $2 bill, let alone 
the new never before seen 
state $2 bills being over- 
laid and released exclusive- 
ly by the World Reserve 



Monetary Exchange. 

According to Thomas C. 
Harris, former Deputy Di- 
rector of the U.S. Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing 
and consultant for the pri- 
vately held World Reserve, 
"Less than 1% of all U.S. 
Government notes currently 



produced are $2 bills." 

And finding one of the ex- 
clusive 50 state $2 bills will 
be even more difficult. That's 
because it has just been an- 
nounced that the release of 
the entire new State $2 Bill 
Collection™ has been restrict- 
ed. That means only 1 out of 



every 1,291 U.S. households 
will even have a chance to 
get them all. 

With this new State $2 Bill 
Collection™ now underway, 
U.S. residents are expect- 
ed to snatch up all they can 
while they can still get their 
hands on them. ■ 



Just 7 days left for U.S. residents to 
get the only existing state $ 2 bills 

Private hoard of never before seen state $ 2 bills being released for the next 7 days, only in 
4 packs of protective estate wallets each loaded with its own state $ 2 bill for just $ 12 per wallet 



By R.K. Berry 

Universal Media Syndicate 

UMS - It's like a run on 
the banks. The phones just 
keep ringing off the hook. 

That's because U.S. resi- 
dents can only get the World 
Reserve's never before seen 
state overlaid $2 bills for the 
next 7 days. 

All residents have to do is 
call 1-888-485-8214 or one of 
the five Overflow Hotlines to 
get their new state bills. 

These special Toll Free 
Hotlines have been set up 
because you can't get these 
exclusive bills at local banks, 
credit unions or even the 
Federal Reserve. They're 



being banded in packs of four 
and released directly to U.S. 
residents exclusively by the 
World Reserve. 

These crisp U.S. $2 bills 
featuring the exclusively 
designed state overlaid 
printing are so precious you 
would never even dream of 
carrying them around in an 
ordinary leather wallet. 

That's why they are being 
released in individually loaded 
rich protective estate wal- 
lets. They are so impressive, 
everyone will swear they must 
have been taken right from 
the President's desk. 

"Everything in our vault 
may soon be gone. So residents 



who want to get them now had 
better hurry and call," said 
Jefferson Marshall, Executive 
Director of the World Reserve 
Monetary Exchange. 

Some collectors are al- 
ways trying to snatch up 
all the $2 bills issued by the 
Government they can get 
their hands on. They know 
that $2 bills are almost im- 
possible to find in your pock- 
et change these days. 

Originally issued in 1928, 
the currently designed 
$2 bills have largely been 
locked away in the bowels 
of the U.S. Federal Reserve 
vaults, rarely distributed by 
banks and almost never seen 



in circulation. 

The $2 bills issued by the 
Treasury Department's Bu- 
reau of Engraving and Print- 
ing, makers of all of the na- 
tion's paper currency, make 
up less than 1% of the $670 
billion in genuine U.S. cur- 
rency that circulates world- 
wide, according to the U.S. 
Department of Treasury. 

"That's why I've authorized 
a limited number of genuine 
Government issued $2 bills to 
be overlaid with each state's 
restricted printing and re- 
leased from our private vault 
reserve to all U.S. residents 
who beat the 7-day dead- 
line. For now dealers can't 



ADVERTISEMENT 
LIMITED RELEASE BEGINS: To the 

right is the never before seen entire 
50 State $2 Bill Collection™ shown 
off by the World Reserve. You can't 
get these exclusive state $2 bills from 
local banks, credit unions or even the 
Federal Reserve. Dealers and collec- 
tors who are lucky enough to find 
them are sure to be charging a hefty 
premium to let them go. But getting 
the entire 50 State $2 Bill Collection™ 
may be hard, since the release is 
being restricted. That's why the 
World Reserve Monetary Exchange 
has also decided to release all 50 
states together in one complete col- 
lection to U.S. residents who beat the 
deadline by calling 1-888-485-8214 
in the next 7 days. 




get the vault packs of the 
state $2 bills to make sure 
residents can get what they 
need," Marshall said. 

"These exclusive state 
$2 bills will be highly sought 
after and are extremely pop- 
ular to hand out as gifts for 
friends and family. They are 
the perfect gift for any occa- 
sion," he said. 

"That's why this announce- 
ment is being so widely ad- 
vertised, to make sure every 
U.S. resident has a chance to 
get their own state $2 bill," 
said Marshall. 

They are sure to impress 
because most people have 
never even seen one of these 



newly enhanced state $2 bills 
featuring their state's skyline 
and significant state sym- 
bol with President Thomas 
Jefferson on the front. 

"Since these are the only 
existing state $2 bills, any- 
one who wants more than 10 
sealed vault packs of 4 bills in 
protective estate wallets must 
submit requests in writing so 
there will be no hoarding by 
dealers," said Marshall. 

"You better believe we 
will be strictly enforcing the 
limits so that we can guar- 
antee there will be at least 
10 vault packs for U.S. res- 
idents who call in the next 
7 days," Marshall said. ■ 



GET THEM WHILE YOU CAN: Shown above inside the maximum 
security vault of the World Reserve Monetary Exchange is 
their entire 50 State $2 Bill Collection™ that only 1 out of every 
1,291 households will have an opportunity to get. Also shown 
are the new state $2 bills in the protective estate wallets, only 
released banded together in packs of 4, that everyone is trying 
to get for themselves and to give as gifts. They are so impres- 
sive that those lucky enough to get them may feel like they 
were handed a million dollars. 





HOW U.S. RESIDENTS CAN 
GET THEIR STATE *2 BILLS 

U.S. RESIDENTS ONLY 

The special Toll Free Hotlines are open to U.S. residents only. 
Residents have just 7 days to get their states $2 bills beginning 
at 8:00am today. If you miss the deadline you'll be turned away 
and forced to wait for future announcements in this publication 
or others, if any. 

The World Reserve Monetary Exchange is only releasing the 
never before seen state overlaid $2 bills banded together in 
packs of 4, each in its own protective estate wallet, for just $12 
per wallet and shipping to U.S. residents only. There is a strict 
limit of 10 state $2 bill vault packs per household. To claim yours 
call the special Toll Free Hotline numbers below. 



SPECIAL TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 

1-888-485-8214 

CODE: NL119 



1-888-485-8215 
1-888-485-8216 



OVERFLOW HOTLINES 

1-888-495-2292 1-888-495-2295 
I CODE: NL119 I 1-888-495-2297 



WHAT TO DO IF ALL LINES ARE BUSY 

If you are a U.S. resident trying to get the new state $2 bills 
within the 7 day deadline and have not been able to reach 
an operator by calling the special Toll Free Hotline or any of 
the five Overflow Hotline numbers, follow the steps below. 

1) Immediately call the Toll Free Hotline number below. 

2) You will then be connected to a special operator who will ask 
you for the code number below and arrange delivery of your 
state $2 bills. 

Call Toll Free: 1-888-509-2680 Code: NL119 

THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE, INC. IS NOT 
AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, A BANK OR ANY 
GOVERNMENT AGENCY. ALL TRANSACTIONS LESS SHIPPING 
ARE BACKED BY THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE 
WITH A 90 DAY LIMITED MONEY BACK GUARANTEE OF 
THE PURCHASE PRICE UP TO $10,000.00. THE INCREASE 
IN COLLECTIBLE VALUE OF CERTAIN PRIOR ISSUES OF 
U.S. COINS AND CURRENCY DOES NOT GUARANTEE THAT 
CURRENT ISSUES WILL ALSO INCREASE IN VALUE. OH AND 
FL RESIDENTS REQUIRE THE REMITTANCE OF APPLICABLE 
SALES TAX. SORRY NO SHIPMENTS TO CA, MA, PA AND VT 
RESIDENTS. 8000 FREEDOM AVE., N. CANTON OH 44720. 
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Formal recognition of the wreck took time, but 
in 2006 - pressured by Lagarto families and 
SUBVETS - the Navy sent USS Salvor and a team of 
divers to confirm that Macleod's find was, in fact, 
the submarine that disappeared in May 1945. Twin 
5-inch gun mounts and "Manitowoc" labeled on 
the propellers left no doubt. 

No Ordinary Wreck. Macleod has visited Lagarto 
several times since the discovery, and speaking to 
World War II submarine veterans at a convention 
in Green Bay in September, he says there's now a 
clear picture of what sank it. Initially, he thought 
damage to the port bow had only dented the 
submarine's pressure hull, but reaching under- 
neath the superstructure, Macleod found a large 
rupture, likely caused by a depth charge. Lagarto 
flooded, quickly. 

Also, a starboard torpedo door is open, and the 
tube is empty, suggesting Lagarto fired a torpedo 
before sinking. Macleod and other experts believe 
the submarine went down fighting. 

Because the bodies of Lagarto's crew lie 



entombed in sealed compartments, the wreck is 
considered a war grave, and diving activities are 
subject to Navy permission. Penetration and 
artifact recovery are prohibited. 

Fortunately, Lagarto's location makes frequent 
diving unlikely, Macleod says. "She's 240 feet 
deep, and she's 150 miles away from our nearest 
port. She's not going to be a tourist attraction. 
Really, it's going to be people interested in precise- 
ly what happened to Lagarto and helping us do 
what I call 'gardening' - taking off the ugly nylon 
nets that drift past and get caught now and again. 
We do that once or twice a year. I think she's very 
safe sitting there. 

"Also, we keep the coordinates extremely close to 
our chest. It's only us and the U.S. Navy that know." 

As a special guest at the SUBVETS reunion, 
Macleod met with relatives of Lagarto's crew, who 
thanked the diver for helping answer questions 
that have haunted them for decades. 

"One lady said to me that she was worried her 
husband had been taken prisoner and rotted away 
in a prison camp somewhere," he says. "Another 




Daughter of Lagarto sailor finds peace in discovery 



For Nancy Kenney, Memorial Day 
ceremonies were especially 
uncomfortable, growing up without 
her dad. "People would ask, 'What 
happened to him? Where did he 
die?' And I didn't know," she says of 
her father, Signalman 1st Class Bill 
Mabin of USS Lagarto. "He was in a 
submarine and it went down 
somewhere in the South Pacific. 
That's all we knew." 

As an adult, she struggled 
emotionally with his absence. "You 
realize that you're older than he was 
when he died, your children are 
older than he was when he died, 
and that makes you think about 
how much of his life he lost and the things he never got to 
do," she says. "That's very sad to a child of someone who 
died in war." 

Then the unthinkable happened. A diver found Lagarto in 
the Gulf of Thailand, 240 feet down. Kenney's son, John, 
called her with the news; he learned of the discovery while 
searching the Internet for the submarine's name. 

Suddenly, Kenney's father, who was declared missing 
when she was only 2 years old, seemed a lot nearer. At last 
she was able to mourn. 

"I thought, 'OK, we found him. I really want to know this 
man who is my father,'" says Kenney, a member of American 



Jamie Macleod and 
Nancy Kenney, with 
a portrait of her 

father. Mike Roemer 



Legion Auxiliary Unit 1941 in La Grange, III. "I pulled out all 
his letters - he wrote 99 letters to my mother during the 
war - and I read them. I could see his personality through 
the letters. I could see what he was like. I could see how 
much he loved my mother and me." 

Still, Kenney had nightmares of what happened to her 
father and the rest of Lagarto's crew in their final moments. 
"There's no pretty picture there," she admits. "There's no 
good way of thinking about it. I think all the family members 
would say that their worst fear is that they suffered." 

Comfort came through conversations with Jamie 
Macleod, the British diver who discovered Lagarto. He has 
found no evidence that the crew tried to escape the 
submarine; all the hatches are closed. A hole about 18 feet 
high and 8 or 9 feet wide on the port side points to a large 
explosion that would have instantly killed those near it and 
knocked others unconscious. 

Kenney and her family have since become close friends 
with Macleod. Two of her children, Beth and John, visited 
the Lagarto site and gave Macleod a U.S. flag to fly from the 
submarine's conning tower. In 2006, he traveled to the 
United States for a memorial service aboard USS Cobia, 
organized by the Wisconsin Maritime Museum and Kenney. 

"Lagarto was built in Manitowoc and, in a way, it came 
back to Manitowoc," she says. 

Working with the museum, Kenney has found 72 families 
of Lagarto's 86-member crew. "We'd like to find them all," 
she says. "For many of us, it's like a beginning. I have said to 
Jamie, 'You gave me my father.'" 
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PROMOTION 



I 

Do you have constant 

RINGING 

in your ear? 



Finally, new discovery for quiet relief! 




A breakthrough by a rock drummer finds com- 
bination of scientifically advanced ingredients 
combined with homeopathy to silence the 
ringing, which could save thousands from 
risky and expensive treatments. 

Every night for almost 18 years, if I couldn't find a 
fan, turn on a tv or find loud static from a vacant 
radio station, then sleeping was impossible. The high- 
pitched ringing, buzzing and humming kept me up at 
night. Sluggishness, tiredness and lost energy would be 
my nemesis the next day I couldn't take it - it was a 
major problem. I couldn't sleep. I couldn't concentrate. 
I heard it constantly, I couldn't hide from it... It drove 
me nuts! Headaches, depressive mood swings, testiness, 
constant state of anxiety. Due to the tenacity of Tinnitus 
(the ringing in the ears from exposure to loud noises, or 
in my case, pounding on drums and loud distorted guitar 
amps behind my head for years), I was determined to 
find real, pure, silent relief and I did with Quietus™. . . 

Tinnitus - Who's at RISK? 

• Carpentry & Construction • iPod Users 

• Mining, Drilling & Farming 

• Firearms Enthusiasts 

• Residential Landscapers 

The symptoms of Tinnitus are real. I had what 1 out of 6 
Americans get: the symptoms associated with Tinnitus 
(ti-nahy-tuh s) from loud noises that worsen as you age, 
and in many cases lead to hearing loss. 



Machine Operators 
Night Club Workers 
Musicians 




Silence is now music to my ears. 

I tried everything from hearing aid sound generators to 
ginkgo biloba, zinc and magnesium mineral doses to 
bio feedback. Some of these things helped reduce the 
ringing, but nothing worked short of expensive, risky 
surgery. Not until I discovered the active all-natural ingre- 
dients of my new homeopathic product Quietus, did I experi- 
ence relief from my prolonged ear-ringing. 



//i 



SILENCE the ringing, CALM the hissing. 
Let peace & mental clarity begin." 

Just one small tab twice a day unleashes an exclusive 
proprietary blend of ingredients, including the same 
select herbs FDA compliant as Homeopathic Pharma- 
copoeia of the US. Quietus uses scientifically advanced 
homeopathic technology that supports the body's own 
healing mechanism that cancels out symptoms such as 
roaring, buzzing & whizzing, and supports healthy 
functioning in the inner ear... safely & naturally. 
The Choice is Clear for Quiet Relief 





^Ginkgo 
'Biloba 


Minerals: 
Zinc/Mag. 


Hearing 
Aids 


Bio 
Feedback 


TR 

Therapy 


Surgery 


Affordable 




V 












Safe 










V 






No Doctors 
















Fast-Acting 


I 














Effective 












V 




Convenient 
















Money-Back 
Guarantee 

















No other treatment that I 



mow of matches the relief 



that Quietus provides with effectiveness, speed and 
convenience. With Quietus, the comfortable silence 
will peacefully lull you to sleep at bedtime. With relief 
from the ringing, remembering people's names 
becomes easier. Mental clarity becomes your calling 
card. Intense focus becon^your edge. . . 




BERNARD - CREATOR, DRUMMER. 



Exclusive Offer 



Quietus is not available in stores. To protect it's propri- 
etary homeopathic formula, as well as your risk-free 
trial, Quietus is available by special request 
directly from our lab for a limited time. I am 
so confident in the advanced technology of 
Quietus and I want you to experience the 
same life-altering relief I did, that you'll 
receive a special 30-day RISK-FREE trial* by 
calling us direct! Ask how to receive a FREE Supply 
with your order. 

1-800-507-5580 

* Shipping and handling non-refundable. QuietRelief.com 



thought maybe her husband escaped, met a young 
Siamese girl and lived on an island the rest of 
his life. It's important for them to get things 
squared away/' 

Other Discoveries. Since Lagarto, four other 
World War II U.S. submarines have been found: 
Flier (SS 250), Wahoo (SS 238), Perch (SS 176) 
and Grunion (SS 216). 

■ On Feb. I, the Navy confirmed that a diving 
team with YAP Films, a documentary production 
company, discovered Flier in the Balabac Strait 
area of the Philippines. Through video footage, 
Commander Submarine Forces Pacific Fleet 
(COMSUBPAC) and the Naval Heritage and History 
Command identified the Gato-class submarine, 
which struck a mine Aug. 13, 1944, and sank. 



Fourteen of Flier's 86-man crew escaped, and eight 
made it to shore. The last surviving crewman, 
Ens. Al Jacobson, died in 2008. His family assisted 
in the search for the submarine, and Jacobson's 
notes helped pinpoint the wreckage. 

■ In 2006, Russian divers found Wahoo at a 
depth of 185 feet in the La Perouse Strait, between 
the islands of Sakhalin, Russia, and Hokkaido, 
Japan. One of the most famous submarines in 
World War II, Wahoo sank 19 Japanese ships 
before being attacked and sunk Oct. 11, 1943, 
with 79 men aboard. 

■ A few months after Wahoo's discovery, an 
international team of divers hoping to photograph 
the sunken British cruiser Exeter accidentally 
discovered Perch, sunk March 3, 1942, in the Java 
Sea. Two enemy destroyers severely damaged the 



Launch ofUSS Lagarto on May 28, 1944. Wisconsin Maritime Museum 




'I'D LIKE TO THINK I ADDED 

~ { A LITTLE BIT TO THE CEREMONY' 

Joe Maehl 

A young trumpeter 
who had performed 
with Vaughn Monroe 
and Jimmy Dorsey, 
Joe Maehl enlisted in 
the Navy at 17. He 
spent much of the war 
playing bond tours 
and radio shows 
before he was sent to 
Manitowoc, Wis., for a 
submarine launch. 

'The first time a flag 
goes up on a United 
States fighting vessel, 
then as now, there's a tug," he says. "I was impressed 
very much, and would like to think I added a little bit to 
the ceremony." 

Maehl played his horn at eight of Manitowoc's 
28 submarine launches, including USS Lagarto, which 
later went missing. Sixty-five years later, when the crew's 
families gathered there for a memorial service, Maehl 
returned to play "Taps." 

In 1944, Maehl was ordered to the Aleutian Islands, 
where he played in a band attached to an admiral's staff. 
As a soundman, he instructed Russian sailors in ship 
operations, seen in the famous "Victory at Sea" film. 

"It was the greatest thing that ever happened to me," 
he says. "Otherwise, I would never have known what the 
real Navy was about, much less the war." 

Joe Maehl is a member of Wisconsin's American Legion 
Headquarters Post 2930. 
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Submarine warfare in World War II 

70,838 Days U.S. submarines spent on war patrols 

14/748 Torpedoes fired by U.S. submarines 

1,178 Japanese merchant vessels sunk by U.S. 
submarines (5,053,491 gross registered tons) 

380 U.S. airmen rescued by 86 different submarines 

249 U.S. submarines operated in the Pacific 

206 Submarines launched in the United States 
between Dec. 7, 1941 and Labor Day 1945 

52 U.S. submarines lost, eight from unknown causes 

16 Number of war patrols by USS Stingray (SS 186) - 
a record for U.S. submarines in World War II 

7 U.S. submarine commanders who received the 
Medal of Honor, three posthumously 

Source: "Subs Against the Rising Sun," Keith M. Milton (Yucca Tree Press, 2000) 
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Porpoise-class submarine in a depth-charge 
attack. Two days later, on the surface to attempt 
repairs and unable to dive, Perch was fired upon 
by two Japanese cruisers and three destroyers. The 
skipper ordered the boat scuttled, and the crew 
- 54 enlisted men and five officers - was captured. 
Six died of malnutrition in Japanese prison camps; 
the rest returned to the United States after the war. 
■ The fate of Grunion and its 70-man crew was 
perhaps the greatest mystery. At the SUBVETS 
reunion in Green Bay, John Fakan, keynote speak- 
er and president of the USS Cod Submarine Memo- 
rial in Cleveland, recounted the search for the 
sunken vessel, found in the Bering Sea in 2007. 
On its first war patrol, Grunion was north of Kiska, 
Alaska, on July 30, 1942, when it reported sinking 
three Japanese destroyers and encountering heavy 
antisubmarine activity. The Gato-class submarine 
was ordered back to Dutch Harbor but was not 
heard from again. It remained on the books for 
65 years as missing, cause unknown. 



For decades, John, Bruce and Brad Abele sought 
clues to what happened to Grunion, which was 
commanded by their father, Lt. Cmdr. Mannert 
"Jim" Abele. In 2002, a Japanese naval historian 
named Yutaka Iwasaki provided them with an 
English translation of a Japanese military officer's 
report about his merchant ship, the Kano Maru, 
being torpedoed by a U.S. submarine near Kiska. 
The crew returned fire with two machine guns and 
a deck cannon, and later claimed that a shell had 
hit the sub's conning tower and sunk it. 

After researching probable locations for Grunion, 
the Abele brothers hired a Seattle ocean-surveying 
firm and chartered a crabbing boat with experi- 
ence sailing the region's volatile waters. In August 
2006, two weeks of sonar scans finally revealed an 
oblong shape with features that resembled a 
conning tower and periscope mast. 

The Abeles contacted Fakan, whose extensive 
knowledge of Cod - a submarine with blueprints 
virtually identical to Grunion's - convinced them 



'IF I WAS YOUNGER, I'D DO IT AGAIN' 

~ [ Real Cyr, USS Herring, USS Croaker 

A native of Quebec, Real Cyr joined the Royal Canadian 
Navy in 1942, at age 16, and volunteered to be a commando. 
"I didn't know what a commando was, but I put my hand 
up," Cyr says. "I found out after 16 weeks of rugged training." 

Hand-to-hand combat, 
swimming, parachuting 
and demolishing buildings 
were all part of the job - 
a modern-day Navy 
SEAL, basically. 

Assigned to USS Herring 
(SS 233), Cyr saw action off 
North Africa before being 
transferred to the British 
submarine HMS Seraph in the 
North Sea. There, he and five 
other commandos were sent 
on a secret mission to 
destroy a German battleship 
MikeRoemer j n the fjords of Norway. 
Their first raid didn't do enough damage, and London 
ordered them to finish the job. "We knew that was suicide," 
Cyr says. Sure enough, the Germans were in the water 
waiting. They killed three of Cyr's friends and took the rest as 
prisoners. "They wanted to know where our submarine 
came from. All they got was our name, rank and serial 
number. We took beatings." 

For four days, Cyr's captors left him and his fellow 
commandos tied up in a barn, where they managed to 



catch and eat lemmings. The Germans then tried to pry 
information out of the men by offering them food, 
booze and women. Silence. They were put on a train they 
figured was bound for a prison camp. 

One of the commandos had a knack for playing dead, 
and Cyr and his friends used the trick to distract and 
overpower their German guards. Jumping off the train, they 
found themselves surrounded by French resistance fighters 
armed with pitchforks. In Oslo, the commandos had been 
dressed in German army uniforms, so they had to prove to 
the French they were the good guys. Cyr's Royal Canadian 
Navy tattoo on his forearm turned out to be their salvation. 

From there, the commandos were taken to a convent in 
Lille, where they disguised themselves as nuns to avoid 
detection. Days later, they met up with the captain of a 
fishing boat, who gave them hoses to breathe if they 
needed to hide under piles of dead fish. In four hours, 
Cyr was back aboard Seraph. 

"After I was back in good health, I volunteered to go to the 
South Pacific," he says. He traveled on a troop transport to 
Australia, where he joined the crew of USS Croaker (SS 246) 
and went on its last two war patrols. 

Cyr's close calls weren't over. He recalls a time the 
submarine was at 370 feet, taking dozens of depth charges 
as a Japanese destroyer crossed overhead. "If you knew any 
prayers, you remembered them," he says. 

Though he occasionally has nightmares about his time as 
a POW, Cyr loved life at sea, when he'd kick his boots off and 
wedge himself between two torpedoes, fully clothed, and 
go to sleep. "If I was younger, I'd do it all again." 

Real Cyr is a past commander of American Legion Post 5 
in Waterville, Maine. 
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there was a good likelihood they had located their 
father's resting place. 

"They went back a year later with a remotely 
operated vehicle using a high-definition video 
camera, and there's no question it's a submarine," 
Fakan says. 

On Oct. 3, 2008, after examining three hours of 
underwater video and 700 digital photos, the Navy 
confirmed that Grunion had been found. Extremely 
cold water and a lack of oxygen have preserved 
much of the submarine, revealing an open aft- 
battery hatch and separated bow. 

The Abeles posted an analysis of the wreckage 
online, and input from experts and others in the 
submarine community has generated a handful of 
plausible theories as to what sank Grunion. The 
most recent is that a circular dud torpedo hit the 
periscope shears, not a shell from Kano Maru, and 
that a rear dive plane jammed in the dive position, 
combined with a disruption, made it impossible for 
the submarine to blow the forward ballast tanks in 
time to stop its descent. 

What is absolutely certain is that Grunion went 
below crush depth and imploded, skidding down 
an underwater mountain starting at 2,000 feet and 
coming to rest at about 3,200 feet. 

"Seventy families knew nothing about what 
happened," Fakan said. "Three women called 'sub 
ladies' managed to make contact with every one of 
them, and in October 2008, we conducted a 
memorial gathering on Grunion's sister ship, the 
Cod, in Cleveland." Ohio is the state charged with 
remembering Grunion and its crew. 

As for the next World War II submarine to be 
found - 47 others remain, as submariners say, "on 
eternal patrol" - it's anybody's guess. But thanks 
to divers like Macleod and the persistence of 
families who want closure, it's a more educated 
guess than ever. || 

Matt Grills is managing editor of The American 
Legion Magazine. 



Check out our Web exclusives 

Watch video interviews of World War II submarine 
veterans, see a slideshow of USS Lagarto images, 
and read an interview with Bruce Abele, who led 
the search for his father's missing submarine, 
USS Grunion. 

© www.legion.org/wwiisubmarines 




'GEEZ, I DIDN'T KNOW THEY 
~ l LEAKED THIS MUCH' 

Tom Massey and Calvin Moon, 
USS Razorback 

Friends for 65 years, Tom Massey and Calvin Moon 
met on Moon's first day aboard USS Razorback (SS 394), 
when the submarine started flooding. 

'They told me to sit on the bunk in the after battery, 
so I sat down and waited," Moon recalls. "We went out, I 
heard the diving alarm go off, and all of a sudden the 
water is pouring in. I thought, 'Geez, I didn't know they 
leaked this much.'" Still, he could tell you that salt water 
and batteries didn't mix. 

"This kid, Tom Massey, was coming forward out of 
the engine room. I asked, 'Is this normal?" He yelled and 
ran up to the control room. We surfaced and went back 
to Key West." A repair crew had taken some batteries 
out and put new ones in, but forgot to tighten the bolts 
on what they called a soft patch: "It was leaking like a 
sieve," Moon says. 

Together, the two friends - both radar operators - 
saw their share of action. Razorback made five combat 
patrols, sinking two Japanese destroyers, four merchant 
ships and some smaller enemy vessels. The crew also 
rescued five U.S. pilots shot down in the Pacific. 

Razorback was one of 12 submarines in Tokyo Bay for 
the surrender. "The day was overcast and cloudy, and 
suddenly the sun came out and a flight of B-29s went 
over," Massey says. "We had a radio hooked up on the 
deck so everybody could hear what was going on. 
About an hour later, we started getting a broadcast, 
saying that just as the ceremony started, the clouds 
broke, the sun came out and a flight of B-29s went over. 
We were hearing a re-broadcast from Pearl Harbor." 

After the war, the two men kept in touch. Moon was 
in Massey's wedding, and living about 40 miles apart, 
they still talk once a week. 
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'IT'S GONNA HIT! IT'S GONNA HIT!' 
" Roger Brook, USS Tench 

We had several hits. I'd say less than half of them were 
submerged attacks. By the time we were in the Pacific, in 
1945, there'd been a lot of attrition of Japanese surface 
vessels. Targets were hard to come by. Lots of times we used 
deck guns on them. We had a 5-inch deck gun and two 
40mm, which were good for anti-aircraft or small vessels. 
And we had a 20mm deck gun that was anti-aircraft also. 

The most frightening thing that happened to us was near 
the end of our second patrol, in the Inland Sea between the 
islands of Honshu and Hokkaido. We were going out to the 
ocean to charge our batteries at night, and we'd come back 
and get in as close as we could to find ships hugging the 
shore to get up the coast of Honshu. 

On one of these trips we picked up a small convoy during 
the day in the periscope, and we did a so-called end-around. 
In other words, we dropped our scope, turned around and 
headed back out to sea so we were beyond their distance, 
surfaced, put on several engines to speed ahead of them, 
then came back in toward shore for an attack later that 
night. We were coming in, and I picked up the convoy on the 
SJ radar. We couldn't see them from the bridge at all. The 
escort, which I believe was a destroyer, was between us and 
the convoy. We got in closer for a good firing position. 

We were on the surface, though we had partially flooded 
down so we didn't cast too big a silhouette. The skipper was 




behind in the 
conning tower 
directing the 
attack. We had 
an officer up 
on the bridge, 
and he hadn't 
yet seen our 
contact or the 
escort. Finally 
we got in to 
about 1,200 
yards, and he MikeRoemer 
was able to 

pick up the destroyer on his special field glasses that were in 
a gimbal ring, so the angle was automatically transmitted 
down to our data computer. 

We set up and fired four fish at the destroyer, and as 
soon as we fired, the lieutenant called down from the 
bridge and said, "One is running erratic, rudder jammed to 
the left." Immediately the skipper put on flank speed and 
we put on hard rudder to the right to get out of the way. 
That torpedo kept circling to the left until it was coming 
right back at us, and all we heard from up on the bridge was, 
"It's gonna hit! It's gonna hit!" 

Fortunately, that torpedo didn't hold its depth properly 
and went too deep, right beneath our after torpedo room, 
and we got out of there. 



'WE WERE PART OF THE CREW 
l\ '" AND WE DID OUR JOB' 
Hosey Mays, USS Crevalle 

"Mays, you look like you'll make a good submariner." 

Drafted for military service, Hosey Mays wasn't even sure 
what a submarine did, but he volunteered anyway and 
reported to New London, Conn., for training. As a mess 
attendant, he got orders to USS Crevalle (SS 291), where he 
was one of two black stewards on board. 

"We had bunks in the overhead above the torpedo- 
loading hatch," he says. "They called it the bridal suite." 

His primary duty was taking care of the officers, but on a 
submarine, no man has just one job. At battle stations, Mays 
was second loader on the 4-inch deck gun, and when 
Crevalle shot torpedoes, he was on the reload crew. 

Some blacks encountered racism in the ranks. That wasn't 
Mays' experience. 

"We were part of the crew, and we were treated as such," 
he says. "No N-word or nothing. In my whole Navy career on 
submarines I never heard that word, and if anything came 
up, the officers would take care of it. On the beach, when 
you would go on liberty, that was a different story. You 
didn't see any of us guys there. Just didn't get the word, 
I guess. But that's neither here nor there. We were part of 
the crew, and we did our job." 



One of Mays' best memories is walking the plank during 
the traditional crossing-the-equator ceremony. A sailor 
stood on the periscope shears with a rifle to ward off sharks. 
When Mays hit the water, the man fired a couple of rounds. 
"You want to see some fast swimming," he laughs. 

Mays did two war patrols on Crevalle, and two more on 
Bowfin (SS 287). After the war, he stayed in the Navy and on 
submarines. In 1958, other ratings opened to blacks, and 
Mays trained to become an interior communications 
technician. He was aboard Grenadier (SS 525) during the 
Cuban Missile 



Crisis, when the 
submarine helped 
blockade and 
quarantine the 
communist island. 
He retired in 1968, 
and did five more 
years in the Navy 
Reserve for 30 
years of service. 

Hosey Mays is a 
member of 
American Legion 
Cook-Pinkney Post 




141 in Annapolis. Mike Roemer 
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mantles now being given away free 

After about a million sold, nearly perfect Scratch-N-Dent models of the world famous Amish built 
fireplace mantles are now being given away free to the first 11,382 readers who call to beat the 
order deadline for the miracle heaters that let you turn your furnace off early this year 

Slash your Heat Bills: Miracle invention uses only a trickle of electricity, so relax in front of the 
f lameless fire then turn your thermostat way down and with the push of a button get a constant 
heat wave using about the same energy as a coffee maker and never be cold again 

By Lauren Rich 
Universal Media Syndicate 

(UMS) If you just got stung 
with another high heat bill 
you better hurry and get in 
on this free giveaway. 

Today, for the first time 
ever beautiful Scratch-N- 
Dent models of the world fa- 
mous Heat Surge® Miracle 
Fireplace mantles are actual- 
ly being given away free to the 
general public. 

The only thing today's 
readers need to do is call the 
Hotline as soon as you read 
this announcement to order 
the miracle heaters before 
they're gone. Everyone who 
does will instantly be award- 
ed the genuine handmade 
Amish oak Fireplace mantle 
absolutely free. 

"This is all happening be- 
cause the Amish craftsmen 
who have already built nearly 
a million of these mantles take 
great pride in their work and 
we have strict quality control 
so not all mantles make the 
final grade," said Chris Gallo, 
Heat Surge spokesman. 

"We think they are way too 
hard on themselves, but that's 
how we are able to set aside 
hundreds of these nearly per- 
fect units to give away free," 
Gallo said. 

"These are the newest Heat 
Surge Fireless Flame™ Fire- 
place models. Chances are 
you will never find the flaw, it 
could be on the mantle or the 
firebox, but usually smaller 
than a thumb nail. Since they 
get labeled basically new we 
are giving them away free," 
Gallo said. 

"It's the buzz around town. 
Yes, the Amish craftsmen 
need to earn money like every- 




■ PICKY, PICKY: "If it's not perfect, give them away free/' said the elder Amish craftsman. 
That's why these nearly perfect genuine Amish built fireplace mantles made in the USA are being 
given away free to the first 11,382 readers who call 1-866-964-4314 to beat the order deadline 
for the world famous Heat Surge Fireless Flame miracle heaters that can drastically slash your 
heat bills. The miracle invention rolls from room to room with no chimney, no vents, no wood, no 
mess and no smoke. Just plug it in and relax in front of the Fireless Flame. 



one else but they are willing 
to take less for their work so 
that everyone can get one. It 
shows we care. The overrid- 
ing goal is to help as many 
people as possible to sub- 
stantially cut their heat bills 
now and next fall by allowing 
everyone to turn down their 
thermostat," Gallo said. 

As we look forward to en- 
joying the summer, there will 
be that monster lurking in the 
shadows: HIGH HEATING 



BILLS. They are again just a 
few short months away. So if 
your heat bills sting right now, 
just think how bad they could 
hurt next year. 

"Giving these away now is 
about the best way to prepare 
everyone for what is coming. 
So if you thought you couldn't 
afford the World Famous 
Heat Surge Fireplace, now 
is the time to get in on this," 
Gallo said. 

"Everyone wants them now 



because by next fall, this free 
giveaway will be long gone," 
he said. 

Don't let anyone talk you 
into anything else. Those oth- 
ers are just imitations. These 
are the genuine Amish made 
Heat Surge Fireplaces that 
actually roll from room to 
room to give you the huge sav- 
ings with zone heating. 

A special High-Tech on 
board computer controls 
what's called the Fireless 



ADVERTISEMENT 



Flame that gives you the 
peaceful flicker of a real fire 
but without any flames, fumes, 
smells, ashes or mess. Every- 
one is getting them because 
they require no chimney and 
no vent. You just plug it in. 

The patented Fireless Flame 
looks so real it fools every- 
body but it has no real fire. 
The mantles are handmade 
in the USA right in the heart 
of Amish country where they 



t 
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ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS 

—mmm This is the one and only authentic 

EjHEAT SURGE® 
Fireless Flame™ 

out *>f lim 
^ lop J&til 

Ml J -* -J 1 -*J —J J J 

How It Works: The HEAT 
SURGE miracle heater is a 
work of engineering genius 
so advanced, you simply plug 
it into any standard outlet. 
Based upon the national av- 
erage it uses only about 9<t of 
electric an hour on the stand- 
ard setting. Yet, it produces up 
to an amazing 5,119 BTU's on 
the high setting. So watch out, 
a powerful on board Hi-Tech 
heat turbine silently forces 
hot air out into the room from 
the vent so you feel the bone 
soothing heat instantly. These 
nearly perfect Scratch-N-Dent 
fireplaces also come with a 
limited full year replacement 
or money back warranty plus a 
30-Day Satisfaction Guarantee. 

8000 FREEDOM AVE., 
N.CANTON OH 44720 

©2010 HEAT SURGE P4943 OF10598R-1 



are beautifully hand-rubbed, 
stained and varnished. 

Thousands of people from 
California and Florida even 
flock to get them because 
they may never have to turn 
on their furnace. And since 
the standard setting uses only 
750 watts, about the same en- 
ergy as a coffee maker the po- 
tential savings are absolutely 
incredible. 

"That way, everyone who 



gets them now can immedi- 
ately start saving on their 
heat bills. You'll instantly feel 
bone soothing heat in any 
room. You will never have to 
be cold again," he said. 

"We'll do everything we 
can so no one gets left out. 
But, there are only 11,382 
available for this free give- 
away of the world famous 
Heat Surge Fireplace mantle, 
but you also get the patented 



Fireless Flame firebox free of 
next year's dealer mark up. 
After they are gone we have 
to turn everyone away," con- 
firms Gallo. 

"So when lines are busy 
keep trying. We promise to 
get to every call. Then we 
will have a delivery truck out 
to your door right away with 
your beautiful Amish made 
Heat Surge Roll-n-Glow® 
Fireplace," Gallo said. ■ 



Free giveaway begins 



Readers of this publication simply need to call the Toll 
Free Hotline beginning at 8:00am as soon as you see this 
announcement. If lines are busy keep trying, all calls will 
be answered. 

All those who beat the deadline to cover just shipping 
and the Miracle Heater firebox get them installed in the 
Free Amish built fireplace mantle. 

This nation wide giveaway has a strict limit of two units 
per household only with a valid free claim code. 

This Free giveaway is for only as long as supplies last. 
Only 11,382 will be given away on a first come first serve 
basis. When they are gone, they are gone. 




Begin calling at 8:00 a.m. 
You must be among the first 
11,382 people to call. 

This Free Claim Code is 
good for 2 units 

FR723 



r 










1. Choose your Solid Wood Mantle: 

A. Country Oak $2^ NOW FREE 

B. Modern Black $34^ $ 48 custom finish fee 

C. Classic White $34^ $ 48 custom finish fee 

D. Cherry Manor $3313 $ 38 custom finish fee 



The Fireless Flame 
Miracle Heater Firebox 
with on Board Computer 

free of dealer mark up now 
for just $249 with FREE 
Scratch-N-Dent fireplace 
mantlesclaimedbeforethe 
deadline. 



3. Your beautiful Heat 
Surge Roll-n-Glow 
Fireless Flame Fireplace 

comes fully assembled 
by Amish craftsmen and 
gets delivered right to your 
door. All you do is roll it out 
of the crate and plug it in. 



OH and FL resident transactions require the remittance of applicable sales tax. Sorry no shipments to MA residents. 



Miracle invention rolls from room to room with no chimney, no vents, no wood and no smoke 





■ THE BRAINS BEHIND THE BEAUTY: 

This is the High Tech computer board that 
controls the patented Fireless Flame tech- 
nology developed by Asian engineers. Since 
the Amish don't make the firebox computer, 
it's the only cost you have to cover because 
they are giving all of the Scratch-N-Dent 
Amish built mantles away for free. 



■ EASILY ROLLS ANY- 
WHERE: This is the Heat 
Surge Roll-n-Glow® Fireplace 
that is so portable it easily 
rolls from bedroom to living 
room to keep you warm every- 
where. No vents, no chimney 
and no tools. Just plug it in. 



■ SAVE ON BILLS: Everyone 
can get low bills and stay warm 
and cozy. Naomi Abrams' new 
Heat Surge Roll-n-Glow® Fire- 
place saves a ton of money and 
makes her front room look like a 
million bucks. "It was a surprise 
from my husband," she said. 



SAFE FLAME: The Heat 
Surge patented Fireless Flame 
looks so real it fools everyone 
but there is no real fire. That 
makes the flame window safe 
to the touch. It's where the 
kids will play and the cat and 
dog will sleep. 



Spc. Brendan Marrocco and his platoon at Schofield Barracks in Hawaii. Oliver Koning 




In Iraq, 2007. 



A New Yorker who 
lost all four limbs 
in combat takes 
a positive attitude 
down the long road 
to independence. 
His first wish, to salute 
his fellow troops, was 
fulfilled with help from 
The American Legion. 



A Soldier's Wish 

BY KEN OLSEN 

Fresh off a week of skiing the champagne powder of Aspen, Colo., 
Brendan Marrocco is already making arrangements to have a 
snowboard custom built so he can return to the slopes before the 
season ends. He's engaged to be married. He's thinking about the 
automotive business he wants to open when he leaves Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center in Washington. He's got parachuting, bungee jumping, 
hiking, biking and all kinds of adventures in mind. 

In other words, the 23-year-old soldier from Staten Island, N.Y., is 
doing everything he would have ordinarily done if an armor-piercing 
roadside bomb hadn't taken 
his arms and legs, severed his 
ceratoid artery and damaged 
his left eye as he and a small 
contingent of soldiers re- 
turned from a night mission 
in northern Iraq last Easter. 

"The progress he's made is 
remarkable," says Alex 
Marrocco, Brendan's father. "I 
never thought he'd be at this 
point this quickly." 

Brendan also is surprised. 
"It is truly incredible that the 
body can heal as quickly as it 
does," he says. He credits his 
amazing pace of recovery to 
two things: unwavering 
family support and expert 
care from the medical staff at Walter Reed. "My surgeon is not only an 
amazing surgeon; he looks out for me." 

The combat veteran has lost track of the number of operations he has 
had since getting hit. His 13th or 14th came after he returned from an 
American Legion-assisted trip to Hawaii in November, when he wel- 
comed home his brigade. It had been his wish almost from the day he 




Maj. Gen. Robert L. CaslenJr., commander of the 
25th Infantry Division, pins the specialist insignia 
on the chest of Brendan Marrocco. Floyd K. Takeuchi 
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The recovering 
soldier from New 
York takes part in 
morning physical 
training with his unit 
at Schofield Barracks. 
Members of the 2nd 
Battalion, 27th 
Infantry chanted 
"Marrocco, Marrocco, 
Marrocco" during the 
entire 4-mile run. 

Floyd K.Takeuchi 



resumed consciousness to stand and salute the soldiers 
with whom he served. 

Soon after he returned from the reunion at Schofield 
Barracks in Hawaii, Marrocco underwent surgery to 
remove bone growth in his left leg, caused by the limb's 
attempt to heal itself, Brendan explains. Removing the 
growth has made walking far less painful. 

There will be more operations on his arms and legs. 
There's shrapnel to remove from his forehead. And while 
his family says the surgeries take their toll, Brendan 
approaches them with humor. 

"I'm starting to like them," he says. "With each one, 
I get better. They fix things. (And) I get to sit in a 
hospital, and people wait on me. The only thing I won't 
do - I won't get my wisdom teeth pulled... I don't like 
getting that shot in my mouth." He grins. For a moment, 
he can make you believe a shot of Novocain is the most 
painful thing he can imagine. 

"I think his sense of humor goes a long way to making 
a situation better," his father says. "At times, we find 
ourselves laughing at the stupidest things." 

That approach has carried Brendan throughout his recovery, through- 
out the challenge of learning to walk again, of mastering different sets 
of prosthetic arms and legs, of dealing with unending pain. 

"He has a lot of fun during his day," says Michael Marrocco, Brendan's 
older brother and non-medical attendant. 

The days are filled with physical therapy - "stretch and walk," Bren- 
dan explains. "Next day, stretch and walk some more." 

And occupational therapy. "I'm pretty much past 'move this block' - 
the silly stuff. Now I'm into the stuff you do every day." 

And planning his future. 

Brendan met his fiancee, Katie Barto, last July while on a beach outing 
at Breezy Point, N.Y., arranged by the Military Advanced Training 
Center at Walter Reed. Barto was an intern with Disabled Sports USA. 
The couple became engaged just before Brendan and Michael went home 
to Staten Island for 18 days at Christmas. 

In January, the brothers headed to Snowmass Ski Area in Colorado, 
where Brendan mastered a bi-ski - essentially a seat attached to a pair of 
skis that is guided by both outriggers attached to his arms and Brendan 
shifting his weight. Michael joined him on a snowboard. The outing was 




Brendan jokes with Maj. Gen. Robert L Caslen Jr. and 
others after his promotion ceremony in Hawaii. 




Brendan, far left, prepares to present 
medals to the top mono skiers at the 
Winter X Games in Snowmass, Colo. 



Michael Marrocco 
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ROAD TO RECOVERY 

Brendan's family has established a trust to raise money for his housing needs 
when he is discharged from Walter Reed. The trust will evolve into a foundation to 
help others. "Brendan has gotten a lot of help along the way," Alex Marrocco says. 
"We want to give back for all we've been given." 



Donations: 





reminiscent of their boyhood ski trips to Pennsylvania. They attended 
the Winter X Games in Colorado, and Brendan gave out medals to 
the top mono skiers. Challenge Aspen, which arranged the trip, is 
"an amazing program," Brendan says. "And Aspen was so beautiful. 
The view was spectacular." 

In typical fashion, he didn't hold back. "I was skiing very fast," 
he says with an easy smile. "Anything that could be potentially danger- 
ous to my health, I'm all over." 

He's loved fast cars and motorcycles since he was old enough to drive. 
He modified a Subaru WRX and pushed it to 160 mph before he sold it 
and joined the Army in 2008. He's now modifying a 2006 Dodge Charger 
SRT8 with a 425-horsepower Hemi under the hood. His friends were 
working on it when he was home for Christmas. Next up: installing 
headers and getting tires to fit the new rims he bought. 

It's all about focusing forward. 

"He doesn't want to be looked at in terms of his injuries," his father 
says. "He wants to be defined for the person he was and who he really is 
now. He's a man with a great sense of humor who has always done 
things for himself and wants to continue doing them for himself. 

"We're confident that if he wants to do something, he will do it. 
Anytime anyone has told him he couldn't do something, he's usually 
proven them wrong." 

That approach - that attitude - helps others as well. "People who have 
never met us tell us it changed them," says Brendan's mother, Michelle. 



above: Lt. Col. Raul 
Gonzalez, 
commander, 2-27th 
Battalion, speaks 
with Marrocco 
moments after 
presenting the soldier 
with his Purple Heart 

medal. Floyd K. Takeuchi 

right: Brendan, his 
mother Michelle, his 
father Alex and his 
brother Michael 
await the beginning 
of the ceremony 
in which Brendan 
received his Purple 

Heart. Oliver Koning 
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"I believe it's going to be for the better of all of us. I look at him, and 
I never have a bad day." 

Brendan will leave Walter Reed at an undetermined date in the future. 
It's unclear what level of independence he will have, his father says. "To 
me, that is the biggest and most troubling unknown. My gut feeling is he 
will have enough independence that he will be able to live on his own. 
Recently he told me, 'Don't take this personal, Dad, but I'm not going to 
live with you for the rest of my life.' How's that for positive thinking?" 

Michael, who left an information-technology job with a large bank- 
ing company to help Brendan, hasn't decided what's next for him. 
"I have no idea what kind of job I'll go back into," he says. His focus, 
for the moment, is caring for his brother. 

"Michael remains our family's hero," his mother says. "He saved us." 

No matter where he goes from here, Brendan also leaves an indelible 
mark on Walter Reed, the Army and everyone he has encountered. 
It's obvious just watching the ease with which he interacts with the 
steady stream of soldiers and civilians who seek him out in the lobby 
of Mologne House, a hotel at Walter Reed that houses outpatients and 
their families. 

"He is such a positive influence on those around him," says Command 
Sgt. Maj. Jeff Mellinger, Army Materiel Command. "You cannot help but 
feel better after spending time with him." 

Brendan, meanwhile, pushes the spotlight onto the other men 
and women who are recovering at Walter Reed. "Pretty much every- 
one laid up here wants to get back to Iraq and Afghanistan," he says. 
"They just want to continue to do their jobs on a daily basis. 
They just want to help." Q 

Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American Legion Magazine. 
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The story of Brendan 
Marrocco's recovery and 
how The American Legion 
helped him fulfill his wish 
was recently presented in 
a four-part online series. 
The presentation - 
in words, photos and 
video - received numerous 
reader comments and 
remains posted under 
the title "A Soldier's Wish" 
on the Web site. 

@ www.legion.org/troops 
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As it stands now, the United States will retire 
its fleet of space shuttles - Discovery, 
Endeavour and Atlantis - this year or next. 
Once the shuttles are mothballed and shipped off 
to museums, the United States will have no way of 
delivering its own into space, at least not for a 
while. Instead, U.S. astronauts will fly on Russian 
rockets. The hiatus could last several years. 

Americans have largely responded to this 
alarming news with a been-there-done-that shrug. 
After all, shuttles have been circling the earth 
since 1981, Neil Armstrong walked on the moon in 
1969, and the Mercury Seven got the U.S. space 
program off the ground in 1958. 

"It's a very different world now, and it's unrea- 
sonable to expect the same sort of excitement," 
John Logsdon of George Washington University's 
Space Policy Institute recently observed, referenc- 
ing the era of U.S. -Soviet space competition. 

But whether or not Americans care, shutting 
down the shuttle program with no replacement 
at the ready could have a negative impact 
on America's international standing and 
national security. 

Unseemly and Dangerous. "The fundamen- 
tal problem of NASA," Norman Augustine, 
chairman of the presidentially-appointed Human 
Spaceflight Plans Committee, explains, "is that 
with the budget constraints it's had on it, 
it doesn't have enough money to develop the 
next-generation system while it continues to 
operate the current system." 

In other words, a gap between the end of the 
shuttle and the beginning of its successor program 
is inevitable. The Bush administration planned to 
phase out the shuttle program in order to divert 
resources to the Constellation program, which 
would carry Americans back to the moon and 
ultimately to Mars. 

Bridging the gap by relying on Russia was 
always an imperfect workaround. Michael Griffin, 
NASA administrator under President Bush, called 
it "unseemly in the extreme" - and understand- 
ably so. Under the current contract, 
the United States is forking over $780 million 
through 2011 to purchase seats and space on 
Russian rockets. 

LEFT: At NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Florida, the space 
shuttle Endeavour sits ready for liftoff in the unlikely event 
that a rescue is necessary following Atlantis' mission to 
service the Hubble Space Telescope last spring. The shuttle 
fleet is scheduled to be retired this year. NASA/DimitriGerondidakis 



But it's more than unseemly and imperfect. 
"It is dangerous for the United States to find itself 
dependent upon any external entity for a strategic 
capability, and space transportation is just that," 
Griffin warned in February 2008. Russia's blitz- 
krieg battering of Georgia later that year under- 
scored the danger. 

Faced with the worst economic crisis in decades, 
President Obama was not eager to pour huge sums 
into continuing the shuttle program beyond 2010 
or early 2011. (While it's possible shuttles will fly 
in 2011, there are currently no funds for shuttle 
operations in fiscal 2011.) Although NASA re- 
ceived an extra $1 billion from the 2009 stimulus 
package and a bump from Obama's 2010 budget, 
there is "a drop-off in money for human spaceflight 
in the three years starting in 2011," The Washing- 
ton Post noted. 

Moreover, the president's long-delayed decision 
to name Griffin's replacement suggests that 
space is not going to be a priority. The Associated 
Press observed that the Obama administration 
nominated "nearly 200 officials, including an 
undersecretary of agriculture for rural develop- 
ment, an assistant labor secretary for veterans 
employment and training, and actor Kal Penn 
as a White House liaison" before naming Charles 
Bolden as NASA administrator. 

Then in early 2010, the Obama administration 
announced plans to end the Constellation program 
and use NASA resources to purchase more out- 
sourced missions and encourage the development 
of commercial rockets. 

Congress may have other ideas. In 2009, 
Congress explicitly blocked NASA from canceling 
the Constellation program. And some in Congress 
have suggested extending the shuttle's life. 

Neglect. "NASA has got Pluto status right now," 
Paul Light of New York University told The Associ- 
ated Press. And it has for some time. Indeed, the 
post-shuttle gap is neither Bush's nor Obama's 
fault, but rather the result of decades of neglect 
and a confluence of circumstances and events. 

One of those events was the Columbia disaster of 
2003. Pre-Columbia, NASA had planned to deploy 
the shuttle until 2022. The loss of Columbia 
radically altered those plans. 

The shuttle's critics, citing the Columbia and 
Challenger disasters, have long argued that it is too 
expensive and undependable. A prime example is 
science writer Jeffrey Kluger's observation that 
shuttles "cost $400 million every time they fly, 
take months to prep for a mission and have a 
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devastatingly poor safety record, as two lost 
ships and 14 lost lives attest." 

It's worth noting, however, that the shuttle 
program settled into an efficient routine in 
the years between Challenger and Columbia. 
For 17 solid years, to be exact, the shuttle 
made the miracle of spaceflight so seemingly 
effortless and ordinary that it became a footnote. 
Takeoffs weren't televised, spacewalks weren't 
broadcast, and landings weren't reported. Carrying 
humans beyond that place where space and sky 
collide - and back - was just part of what the 
United States did. 

In truth, the space shuttle was, and is, anything 
but ordinary. It lifts off like a rocket, races around 
the earth like a satellite, services space stations 
and telescopes, delivers satellites and sensors, 
and then glides home on a fountain of fire, before 
gently touching down like any passenger plane. 
And somehow it is only the failures - two over 
29 years and more than 125 missions - that grab 
our attention. 

Another circumstance contributing to America's 
looming retreat from space is the mushrooming 
costs of homeland security, global military opera- 
tions, bailouts and economic stimulus packages - 
costs that were unforeseen a decade ago. 



As to Washington's neglect of NASA, Augustine 
notes that for decades NASA has been trapped in a 
situation "where ends don't match means." One 
HSPC member told The Washington Post NASA is 
so cash-strapped that it needs some $50 billion 
above its current budget plans. 

The blame for the disconnect between NASA's 
ends and means rests with policymakers from 
both parties - and with the American people - for 
shrugging at the man-made miracle of space flight, 
for not appreciating the nation's reliance on space 
for everyday life, for not investing treasure and 
talent into space, and for not facing reality. 

For instance, transporting people into space and 
back will never be both risk-free and cheap. 
Americans and most of their representatives in 
Washington fail to realize that. 

When Challenger exploded in 1986, policymakers 
should have recognized the obvious - that the 
shuttle was not immortal - and begun building 
its replacement. Instead, the Ares I-X rocket, which 
was test-launched in October 2009, was the first 
new crew-capable spacecraft unveiled by NASA 
in 30 years. The mission-ready variant was sup- 
posed to be ready by 2017 but now may never 
see the launch pad, given that it is part of the 
Constellation program. 




DISCOVERY (OV-103) 



Completed: November 1983 
First launch: Aug. 30, 1984 

What it did: 

■ NASA's third space-shuttle orbiter 

■ Named after 16th-century explorer 
Henry Hudson's ship 

■ Launched Hubble Space Telescope 
in April 1990, and provided 

the second and third Hubble 
servicing missions 

■ More than 30 successful missions, 
most by any orbiter in NASA's fleet 




Completed: April 1985 
First launch: Oct. 3,1985 

What it did: 

■ NASA's fourth space-shuttle orbiter 

■ Launched planetary probes 
Magellan, Galileo and Compton 
Gamma Ray Observatory 

■ Pioneered shuttle-Mir missions 

■ Facilitated first in-orbit U.S. crew 
exchange on Mir International 
Space Station 




ENDEAVOUR (OV-105) 



NASA/Tom Tschida 



Completed: May 1991 
First launch: May 7, 1992 

What it did: 

■ Captured and repaired INTELSAT VI 
communications satellite 

■ Performed first three-person 
spacewalk 

■ Set longest spacewalk in 
NASA history, lasting more 
than eight hours 

■ First shuttle to use drag chute 
during landing 
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Hitch a Cyclone Rake to your mower and relax. Powerful engine-driven 
vacuum mulcher gives you ten times the lifting power of mowers and 
many times the capacity Lifts and pulverizes the heaviest wet debris and 
mows the largest lawns clean as a fairway Even vacuums up the weed 
seed that mowers just scatter around. And it folds up flat for easy storage! 
Models to fit every budget and property size. 

CALL FOR FREE INFORMATION KIT 




Prices starting at 

$995 



CUT YOUR HOT WATER 
BILLS BY UP TO 85%! 



The Sunward™ Solar Hot Water 
System is the most affordable, 
easiest-to-install solar hot 
water system in the world. 

• 30% OF THE COST IS COVERED 
BY FEDERAL TAX CREDITS 

Additional incentives available in 
many states. Call or go online to 
see how much you'll save! 

• QUICKLY PAYS FOR ITSELF 
Uses the free energy of the sun to 
heat your water, putting thousands 
of dollars in your pocket. 

• INSTALLATION IS SIMPLE, EASY 
Two people can do most of the 
work in a weekend. Quick-connect 
components eliminate complicated 
plumbing and wiring. 

• 20-YEAR WARRANTY on the solar 
collectors is the best in the business. 

• PROVEN FOR OVER 25 YEARS 

in tens of thousands of homes. 





SUNWARD 71 



Roof and ground- 
mount systems 
available. 

Get your FREE Sunward Information 
Kit, including a Catalog and DVD, Site o 
Assessment details, and Factory- Direct | 
Savings now in effect. x 

Call Now TOLL-FREE 1 

1-800-529-0118 

www.SunwardWater.com 




FREF 

Business Cards 

for 

Veterans 




Personalized 
for You 

For Networking or Employment 
To Show Pride in Your Service 
For Use as Business or Personal Cards 

Get Your 
Free Cards at 

www.military.com/businesscards 



^Printing is free. Pay only for shipping 
and processing. See our Free Offer 
Details for more information. 



The old saying, "You get what you pay for" is 
true. Consider the difference between Washing- 
ton's investment in the pie-Apollo and the post- 
Columbia NASA. 

Today, Washington's NASA outlay amounts to 
about 0.5 percent of federal spending. In the early 
1960s, it was about 1.1 percent of federal spending. 
By the time the Eagle had landed on the lunar 
surface, as Derek Leebaert writes in his 2002 book 
"The Fifty Year Wound: The True Price of Ameri- 
ca's Cold War Victory," the United States was 
tasking "300,000 workers at around 20,000 compa- 
nies in all 50 states" on the space program. 

However, America's short attention span soon 
moved on to something else, and funding for 
space programs began to wither. 

Consequences. Deploying into space isn't about 
geopolitical bragging rights nowadays. It's about 
maintaining America's national-security edge, 
preserving its international standing, and holding 
the ultimate high ground to tilt the balance in 
favor of U.S. soldiers, sailors, Marines, airmen and, 
some day, "aerospace-men." 

To be sure, the Pentagon will continue to be 
active in space during the gap years without a 
shuttle. In fact, it is estimated that space programs 
related to national security receive twice the 
funding of NASA. 

But as Xu Qiliang, commander of China's 
air force, has observed, "if you control space, 
you can also control the land and the sea." 
It's hard to imagine that, during the gap 
years, the United States will be more capable 
of controlling space with unmanned satellites 
and Russian rockets than with Americans 
deploying into space on U.S. vessels. It pays 
to recall that many shuttle missions 
have been strictly military ones, some of 
them highly classified. 

In addition, in a realm beyond yet related to 
national security, surrendering the ability to 
carry astronauts into space promises to be a blow 
to U.S. prestige. As Augustine observes, there are 
"leadership benefits of being among the world's 
space-faring nations." And there are consequences 
to not being a space-faring nation. 

We've been here before, as a nation. Almost 
six years elapsed between the Apollo-Soyuz 
linkup in 1975 and the United States' next manned 
space mission, the maiden voyage of Columbia. 
That period ominously coincided with what is 
generally considered the nadir of America's 
post- World War II power. 



The United States does have options. 

To get around the shuttle's safety issues and yet 
retain its delivery capabilities, Boeing engineer 
Mike Dahm has suggested flying it without astro- 
nauts. "De-man-rate it and fly it autonomous," 
he told The Washington Post. 

While that wouldn't solve America's manned- 
spaceflight gap, it would at least free the United 
States from dependence on Russia. 

Among the alternatives cited by the Human 
Spaceflight Plans Committee: 

■ Extend the space shuttle's lifespan to 2015 "to 
preserve U.S. capability to launch astronauts 
into space" and to fully utilize the International 
Space Station. 

■ Encourage commercial-sector spacecraft 
development, 

■ Develop a heavy-lift vehicle derived from the 
shuttle program's infrastructure. 

■ Invest an additional $3 billion annually to create 
"a less constrained budget" to allow for "meaning- 
ful human exploration." 

The administration is clearly not interested in 
the fourth option. However, being a space-faring 
nation, especially the leading nation in space, 
costs money. 

"It's clear to me that this nation could afford a 
strong human spaceflight program," Augustine 
told a Senate committee in 2009, noting that 
Americans spend $7 billion gambling on the 
Super Bowl and $32 billion on movies. "It's 
simply a question of priority." 

A Different World. Perhaps the Air Force space 
program will fill the gap. Perhaps private firms 
will rise to the occasion. Perhaps Russia will 
be a reliable partner. But it's difficult to see 
much good coming out of this retreat from the 
high ground. 

Consider America's space standdown from 
a different perspective. What if, in the midst 
of exploring, colonizing and securing the New 
World, Britain - the greatest seafaring power of 
its day - had decided to mothball its naval fleet 
and rely on other countries to transport British 
men and material across the oceans? This much 
we know: Britain and the world would be very 
different today. 

After America's self-imposed exile from space 
is over, the United States and the world - and 
space - could be very different, as well. || 

Alan W. Dowd is a contributing editor for 
The American Legion Magazine. 
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Stealth Jihad 



Shariah law dictates worldwide conversion to Islam, whatever it takes. 




BY FRANK J. GAFFNEY JR. 



COM MENTAL 



For the first time in its history, the United States 
is trying to wage and win a war without accurately 
identifying the enemy or its motivations for 
seeking to destroy us. That oversight defies both 
common sense and past military experience, and it 
disarms us in what may be the most decisive 
theater of this conflict: the battle of ideas. 

Such a breakdown may seem incredible to 
veterans of past military conflicts. Imagine fight- 
ing World War II without clarity about Nazism and 

fascism, or the Cold War 
without an appreciation of 
Soviet communism and 
the threat it posed. 
Yet today, the civilian leaders of this country and 
their senior subordinates - responsible for the U.S. 
military, the intelligence community, homeland 
security and federal law enforcement - have 
systematically failed to fully realize that we once 
again face a totalitarian ideology bent on our 
destruction. 

That failure is the more worrisome since the 
current ideological menace is arguably more 
dangerous than any we have faced in the past, for 
two reasons. First, its adherents believe their 
mission of global conquest is divinely inspired. 
Second, they are here in the United States in 
significant numbers, not just a threat elsewhere 
around the world. 

What, then, is this ideology? It has been given 
many names in recent years, including political 



Islam, radical Islam, fundamentalist Islam, extrem- 
ist Islam and Islamofascism. There is, however, a 
more accurate descriptor - the one its adherents 
use. They call it "Shariah." 

Perhaps the most important thing to understand 
about Shariah is that it is authoritative Islam, 
which presents itself as a complete way of life - 
cultural, political, military, social and religious, 
all governed by the same doctrine. In other words, 
this comprehensive program is not simply the 
agenda of extremists hunkered down in caves in 
Afghanistan or Pakistan. Neither can its directives 
be attributed to deviants hijacking Islam. 

Rather, Shariah - which translates from Arabic 
as "path to God" - is actually binding law. It is 
taught as such by the most revered sacred texts, 
traditions, institutions, top academic centers, 
scholars and leaders of the Islamic faith. Fortu- 
nately, hundreds of millions of Muslims around 
the world do not wish to live under a brutally 
repressive, woman-demeaning, barbaric and 
totalitarian program. Such Muslims are potentially 
our allies, just as those who do adhere to Shariah 
are our unalterable foes. 

The immutability of Shariah-adherent Muslim 
hostility toward the rest of us derives directly from 
the central tenet of Shariah: Muslims are explicitly 
required to seek the triumph of Islam over all 
other faiths, peoples and governments. 

The ultimate objective of Shariah is the estab- 
lishment of a global Islamic state - Sunni Muslims 
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If stealth jihad seems less 
threatening than terrorism, 
the objective is exactly the same 
as that of violent jihad: the 
subjugation to the House of Islam 
of all non-Islamic states. 



call it "the caliphate" - governed by Shariah. The 
means by which this political outcome is to be 
achieved is called "jihad." 

Since 9/11, many Americans have become 
unhappily acquainted with the terrifying, violent 
strain of jihad. Under Shariah, violence - often 
described by non-Muslims as "terrorism" - is the 
preferred means of securing the spread and 
dominion of Islam, as it is the most efficient. 

While Shariah deems jihad to be the personal 
obligation of every faithful Muslim capable of 
performing it - man or woman, young or old - 
they can forgo the violent form when it is deemed 
impracticable. In such circumstances, the struggle 
can be pursued through means that are, at least 
temporarily, non-violent. Taken together, the latter 
constitute what renowned author and expert 
Robert Spencer calls "stealth jihad." Adherents to 
Shariah call it "dawah." 

Examples of stealth jihadism abound in Western 
societies, notably Europe and increasingly in the 
United States. They include the demand for sym- 
bolic and substantive accommodations in political, 
economic and legal areas (for example, special 
treatment or rights for Muslims in the workplace, 
in public spaces and by government); the opportu- 
nity to penetrate and influence operations against 
government at every level; and the insinuation of 
the Trojan horse of "Shariah-compliant finance" 
into the West's capital markets. 

If stealth jihad seems less threatening than 
terrorism, the objective is exactly the same as that 
of violent jihad: the subjugation to the Dar al-Islam 
(House of Islam) of all non-Islamic states that, like 
the United States, make up the Dar al-harb (House 
of War). It follows that those who seek ostensibly 
to impose Shariah through non-violent tech- 
niques - notably in the West, the organization 
known as the Muslim Brotherhood - are our 
enemies every bit as much as those who overtly 
strive to defeat us by murderous terrorism. 

Many Western elites, including the Obama 



administration, have been seduced by the seem- 
ingly benign quality of the Muslim Brotherhood. 
In fact, we know from the 2008 prosecution of the 
Holy Land Foundation - the largest terrorism- 
financing trial in U.S. history - that the Muslim 
Brothers' mission in the United States is "a kind of 
grand jihad to destroy Western civilization from 
within ... by their own miserable hands." 

Another Brotherhood document, titled "The 
Rulers," was seized in a 2004 raid and describes 
how the organization will try to overthrow the 
U.S. Constitution in five phases: 

Phase I: Discreet and secret establishment of 
elite leadership 

Phase II: Gradual appearance on the public 
scene, and exercising and utilizing various 
public activities 

Phase III: Escalation, prior to conflict and 
confrontation with the rulers, through the 
mass media 

Phase IV: Open public confrontation with the 
government through the exercise of political 
pressure 

Phase V: Seizing power to establish an Islamic 
nation, under which all parties and Islamic groups 
will become united 

"The Rulers" makes plain that all the above- 
mentioned phases "are preliminary steps to reach 
the (fifth) phase." 

The Muslim Brothers know that by masking 
their ideological agenda as a religious program, 
they can use Western civil liberties and tolerance 
as weapons in their stealthy jihad. For this strategy 
to succeed, however, they must suppress any 
discussion or understanding of the true nature of 
Shariah. 

Adherents to Shariah insist that their law 
prohibits any slander against Islam or Muhammad. 
Under such a catch-all restriction, virtually any 
kind of conversation about - or critique of - Islam 
can be considered impermissible if Muslims find it 
offensive. Particularly in Europe, the ever-present 
prospect of violence, like that which followed the 
September 2005 publication of Danish cartoons 
poking fun at Muhammad, is generally sufficient 
to induce self-censorship. 

In this country, the application of such prohibi- 
tions seems unthinkable, given the guarantees of 
free speech enshrined in the Constitution's First 
Amendment. Unfortunately, the Obama adminis- 
tration last year co-sponsored with Egypt a rel- 
evant and deeply problematic resolution in the 
U.N. Human Rights Council, promoted for years 
by the Organization of the Islamic Conference 
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(OIC), a group of 57 Muslim-majority nations that 
stridently embraces Shariah and seeks to legiti- 
mate and promote its advance around the world. 

The resolution calls on members of the United 
Nations to prohibit statements that offend Islam. 
It also calls for criminal penalties to be applied to 
those who make such statements. 

The U.S. implementation of such a resolution 
would obviously be a matter not just for the 
executive branch, which supported it, but for 
Congress and the judiciary as well. It is a safe bet 
that any formal effort to supplant the First Amend- 
ment in this way would meet with great resistance. 

To a stunning degree, U.S. leaders have been 
effectively conforming to Shariah slander laws for 
some time now. For instance, presidents George 
W. Bush and Barack Obama have both repeatedly 
described Islam as a "religion of peace," without 
acknowledging the requirement for jihad its 
authorities demand, 
pursuant to Shariah. 

At the Muslim 
Brotherhood's insis- 
tence, the Department 
of Homeland Security 
and the State Depart- 
ment have barred the 
use of perfectly accu- 
rate terms like "Islamic 
terrorism." The U.S. 
government has also 

embraced the Muslim Brothers' disinformation by 
translating jihad as nothing more than "striving in 
the path of God." 

Under the Bush and Obama administrations, the 
favored name for the enemy has been "violent 
extremism" - a formulation that neither offers 
clarity about the true nature of our foe nor lends 
itself to a prescription for a successful countervail- 
ing strategy. Even when al-Qaeda is identified as 
the enemy, it is almost always accompanied by an 
assurance that its operatives and allies have 
"corrupted" Islam. Ignored, or at least earnestly 
obscured, are two unhappy realities: such enemies 
are implementing Shariah's dictates to the letter of 
the law, and they have millions of fellow adherents 
around the world who view Islam's requirements 
the same way. 

One of the most egregious examples of this 
practice of unilateral disarmament in the battle 
of ideas is the January report of the independent 
review of the Fort Hood massacre, co-chaired 
by former Army Secretary Togo West and former 
Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Vernon Clark. 



The past year saw a fourfold 
increase in the number of actual 
or attempted terrorist attacks in 
the United States. That will likely 
be surpassed in the year ahead. 



Their 86-page unclassified analysis purported to 
dissect an event allegedly perpetrated by Maj. 
Nidal Malik Hasan - a medical officer whose 
business card described him as "Soldier of Allah," 
whose briefings justified murder of his comrades 
in the name of jihad, and who shouted the Islamic 
martyr's cry "Allahu Akbar!" ("God is great!") as 
he opened fire, killing 13. Incredibly, the words 
"Islam," "Islamic terror," "Shariah," "jihad," and 
"Muslim Brotherhood" were not used even once in 
the West-Clark report. 

Such political correctness, or willful blindness 
up the chain of command, doubtless caused 
Hasan's colleagues to keep silent about his alarm- 
ing beliefs, lest they be punished for expressing 
concerns about them. Now, reportedly, six of them 
have been designated as the scapegoats for what is 
manifestly an institutional failure. 
The painful truth is that however we rationalize 
this sort of behavior, our 
Shariah-adherent enemies 
correctly perceive it as 
evidence of submission, 
which is the literal mean- 
ing of the word "Islam," 
and what Shariah demands 
of everyone, Muslim and 
non-Muslim alike. 

Indeed, Shariah offers 
non-believers only three 
choices: conversion to 
Islam, submission (known as dhimmitude) or 
death. Historically, dhimmitude was imposed 
through successful Muslim conquests. In more 
recent years, tolerant Western nations have in- 
creasingly succumbed to stealthy jihadism, backed 
by more or less direct threats of violence. 

That trend, worrying as it is, may be giving way 
in this country to a new campaign: jihad of the 
sword. The past year saw a fourfold increase in the 
number of actual or attempted terrorist attacks in 
the United States. Sadly, that statistic will likely be 
surpassed in the year ahead. Four of the nation's 
top intelligence officials have testified before 
Congress that it is certain new acts of violence will 
be undertaken in the next three to six months. 
Worse yet, a blue-ribbon commission has calcu- 
lated that the probability of the use of weapons of 
mass destruction somewhere in the world by 2013 
is now over 50 percent. 

Is this dramatic upsurge in violent jihad directed 
at the United States unrelated to our behavior? Or 
does it reflect a growing calculation on the part of 
our Shariah-adherent enemies that violence 
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against the United States is now, once again, 
practicable? 

Either way, the time has clearly come to make a 
far more serious effort to defeat both the violent 
and stealthy forms of jihad being waged against 
this country. If we are to do so, however, we have 
to start by telling the truth. 

Our enemy is not "violent extremism," or even 
al-Qaeda alone. Rather, it is the millions of Mus- 
lims who - like the Muslim Brotherhood, al-Qaeda 
and their allies - adhere to Shariah and who, 
therefore, believe they must impose it on the rest 
of us. 

We are at war with such individuals and organi- 
zations. Not because we want to be. Not because 
of policies toward Israel or the Middle East or 
anything else we have pursued in recent years. 
Rather, we are at war with them because they 
must wage jihad against us, pursuant to the 



Shariah demands the destruction of 
democratic nations like the United 
States. It would supplant them with a 
repressive, transnational, theocratic 
government abroad and at home. 



dictates of Shariah, the same law that has guided 
many in Islam for some 1,200 years. 

What is at stake in this war? Look no further 
than The American Legion's Americanism Manual, 
which defines Americanism as "love of America; 
loyalty to her institutions as the best yet devised 
by man to secure life, liberty, individual dignity 
and happiness; and the willingness to defend 
our country and Flag against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic/' 

Such values cannot coexist with Shariah, which 
demands the destruction of democratic nations like 
the United States, its governing institutions and 
liberties. Shariah would supplant them with a 
repressive, transnational, theocratic government 
abroad and at home. 

The extraordinary reality is that none of this - 
the authoritative and malevolent nature of Shariah, 
its utter incompatibility with our civilization, and 
its adherents' determination to force us to convert, 
submit or die - is concealed from those willing to 
learn the truth. To the contrary, the facts are 
widely available via books, the Internet, DVDs and 
mosques, both here and overseas. Interestingly, on 



Dec. I, 2005, Gen. Peter Pace, then-chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, called on his troops 
to expose themselves to precisely this sort of 
information: "I say you need to get out and read 
what our enemies have said. Remember Hitler. 
Remember he wrote 'Mein Kampf.' He said in 
writing exactly what his plan was, and we 
collectively ignored that to our great detriment. 
Now, our enemies have said publicly on film, 
on the Internet, their goal is to destroy our way 
of life. No equivocation on their part." 

As it happens, Maj. Stephen Coughlin, a 
lawyer and Army Reserves intelligence specialist 
recruited by the Joint Chiefs to be their expert on 
the doctrine and jurisprudence of jihad, took 
Pace's admonition to heart. He wrote a master's 
thesis inspired by the chairman's quote, titled 
"To Our Great Detriment: Ignoring What Extrem- 
ists Say About Jihad." 

Coughlin's briefings explicitly and repeatedly 
warned military leaders of the enemy's "threat 
doctrine" - drawing from, among Islamic texts, 
passages the Fort Hood suspect used to justify his 
massacre. Unfortunately, engaging in such analy- 
sis, let alone acting on it, was powerfully discour- 
aged in January 2008 when Coughlin was dis- 
missed from the Joint Staff after he ran afoul of a 
Muslim Brother then working for Deputy Secretary 
of Defense Gordon England. 

In short, we are today confronted by 
the cumulative effect of a sustained and collec- 
tive dereliction of duty, one that is putting our 
country in extreme peril. Our armed forces - 
like their counterparts in the intelligence 
community, Department of Homeland Security and 
law enforcement - have a professional duty to 
know the enemy and develop appropriate respons- 
es to the threat doctrine. If this dereliction is 
allowed to persist, it is predictable that more 
Americans will die, both on foreign battlefields 
and at home. 

The American people also need to become 
knowledgeable about the threat of Shariah and 
insist that action be taken at federal, state and 
local levels to keep our country Shariah-free. This 
toxic ideology, if left unchecked, can destroy the 
country and institutions that are, indeed, "the best 
yet devised by man to secure life, liberty, individu- 
al dignity and happiness." || 

Frank J. Gaffney Jr. is president of the Center 
for Security Policy in Washington and host of 
the nationally syndicated program 
"Secure Freedom Radio" 
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Try a DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER with our 

6-MONTH 

TRIAL! 

CLEAR meadows, trails, underbrush 
from woodlots, pastures 

CUT 8-foot field grass, 
saplings 3" thick, 
tough brush 

CHOP everything 
into small pieces 





Self-Propelled 

and 
Tow-Behind 
Models 




Call For a FREE DVD & Catalog! 



TOLL-FREE 

800-795-2651 

DRfieldbrush.com 
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Indian Head Cent 
over 100 years old 



Lincoln 
"Wheatie" Cent 



One-Year Steel Cent 
from World War II 



Lincoln 
Memorial Cent 



Famous Indian Head Cent highlights 

lete Type Set! 



Compli 



Get all four 20th-century designs... ^AVE44%^_ 



Own a prized complete 4-coin set of 20th-century penny 
designs, including the scarce and sought-after Indian Head cent 
last minted 100 years ago! 

► 1943 Reprocessed Steel cent - 

struck for one year only to save 
copper for the war effort 

Lincoln Memorial cent - 

minted from 1959-2008 and 
now obsolete! 



► Indian Head cent- 

copper classic struck 
from 1859-1909 



► Lincoln Wheat cent - 

original Lincoln design 
of 1909-1958 



Order by deadline to SAVE 44% and enjoy FREE Shipping! 

Own this historic 4-coin set today for only $4.95 and SAVE 44% 
off the regular price, plus Free Shipping. Order by deadline 
and you also get a FREE Uncirculated 2009 cent with new 
"Lincoln birthplace" design. 

You'll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other 
fascinating selections from our Free Examination Coins-on- 
Approval Service, from which you 
may purchase any or none of the 
coins - return balance in 15 days - 
with option to cancel at any time. 

45- Day Money Back 
Guarantee of Satisfaction 
Mail coupon today or order online at: www.LittletonCoin.com/specials 



FREE Gift! 

Act now to get an Uncirculated i 
2009 Lincoln Birthplace cent 
absolutely FREE! 



Special Offer for New Customers Only 

r^7f VCC I please ser| d ™ 20th-century Cent Type 
L*lJ iCJ! Set for ONLY $4.95- regularly $&95, plus 
Free Shipping (limit 5 sets). Also send my FREE Uncirculated 
2009 Lincoln Birthplace cent (one per customer, please). 
Order Deadline: 12:00 Midnight, April 30, 2010 

How Many Sets (limit 5): 

Total Cost @ $4.95 per set: $ 

Add a Custom Cent 
Display Folder 
and SAVE 15% at 
$2.95 each (limit 5):$ 

Shipping & Handling: $ FREE! 

Method of payment: Total Amount: $ 

□ Check payable to Littleton Coin Co. □ VISA 

□ MasterCard □ American Express □ Discover Network 
Card No. Exp. Date_ 








Address _ 
City 



Please send coupon to: 
<TT^\ Dept. 9KV401 

Uj^ Littleton 1 309 Mt. Eustis Road 
[ V ] Coin Com pany- Littleton NH 03561-3737 
America's Favorite Coin Source • trusted since 1945 



Official Military Caps and Rings 



Veteran Service Caps - "I Served with pride" 

You'll be proud to wear the service cap dedicated to every veteran who served in every branch and war of our Armed Forces. 



■ 



Coast Guard 




Air Force 



Army 



Marines 




Navy 



q Y $Q$ 5 2 FOR ONLY $ f7 !! 



4 FOR ONLY $29 9 j 

Military Service Rings 



Lifetime 
Warranty 



Stripes 

Richly Embroidered Scrambled Eggs Add $4ea. (shown above) 

MADE IN USA Not Available in Stores* 




1 Sugg. Retail 

* Your Price: 



Army " 

Any Ringm \'% 
7 Only ' 
$ 5 Q95 



Marines 




30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 



Send to; Rush industries, Inc. Dept. RC386KE 
263 Ho rton Highway, Mineola NY 11501 
Please Indicate style t quantity,, and ring size: s ™£ 

Air Frc. Army Marines Navy > i stripes 

Cap(s) 



































N/A 


N/A 



Our richly crafted pure white rhodium rings with 18K gold plated insignia*. Perfect for 
gift giving. Your military ring will be a treasured keepsake for generations to come. 

SPECIAL: ANY 2 RINGS FOR ONLY $99 + FREE CAP! ORDER NOW! 



Cap(s> wl Eggs 

Military Service Ring 
Ring Skp: S ff 10 11 12 13 14 15_ 

For Gaps please Add S2.95 S&H plus $1.95 per each extra cap. 
For Rings please Add $3.95 S&H. Any two Rings Add $5,95. 
□ Add $5.00 for express service {5-7 business days) 
Enclosed is check or money order for £ Or Charge my: 

uf^T\u^: .- □ jg | Exp. Date 



Account #_ 

Name 

Address 

City: 



State. 



2ip_ 



ORDER BY PHONE: (516)741-0346 
OR www.Rushlndustries.com/RC386KE 




LEGIONNAIRES: THE FIRST GENERATION 

Conrad Hilton 

Hotel entrepreneur served in the Quartermaster Corps. 

The legacy of Conrad Hilton conjures up images of fame, high- 
end hotels and all the wealth of an upper-class, socialite lifestyle. 

But a look at 1919 finds a more modest World War I veteran. 

Just back from his tour of duty, Lt. Conrad Nicholson Hilton 
needed a place to stay. He found the only bed in town, a couch in 
the lobby of the Mobley Hotel in tiny Cisco, Texas. With visions of 
a great opportunity, he immediately bought the Mobley, calling it a 
"cross between a flophouse and a gold mine." From his $40,000 
investment in the 60-room hotel, he earned $1 to $2.50 nightly per 
occupied room. He figured out that he could fast-track the Ameri- 
can Dream by renting rooms to local oil-field workers in eight-hour 
shifts. The Hilton empire was born. 

Other veterans had visions that year, too. They united to found 
The American Legion to serve all those returning home to look for 
work and resume their pre-war lives. 

Entrepreneur "Connie" Hilton was among them. On the heels of 
his service in the Quartermaster Corps of the American Expedi- 
tionary Force, he became a charter member of Post 58 in El Paso, 
Texas, where he hung his hat until his death in 1979 at age 91. 

In between, Hilton grew his empire one hotel at a time - first in 
Texas, then across the nation and globe. Like other Americans, the 
Great Depression dealt him a financial blow. However, he obtained 
a loan, still directed some of his hotels and later retained control 
over many of them. 

Hilton's personal life was peppered with high-profile marriages 
and a flamboyant lifestyle, but he made room for philanthropy, 
forming the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation in 1944. 

When approached in August 1969 about training students for the 
hotel industry, Hilton quickly pledged $1.5 million. The next 
month, classes were under way at the Conrad N. Hilton College of 
Hotel and Restaurant Management at the University of Houston. 

Reflecting on Neil Armstrong's walk on the moon earlier that 
year, Hilton told the first class of students: "And for me, the promise 
of hotels as an industry is far beyond the horizon of the moon. That 
is why I am making this gift to the university, to see that there are 
young men and women prepared to reach that horizon and be- 
yond." The foundation has also benefited the Hilton Center for 
Business at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles and the 
Mayo Clinic, along with the needs of children and the poor. 

Throughout his career, Hilton didn't forget his American Legion 
roots. In the 1960s, he wrote: "The World War I veterans who 
founded The American Legion created not just an organization of 
veterans, but a vigorous defender of basic American principles of 
justice, freedom and equality of opportunity. I am proud to have 
been a charter member of my post." 

- Paul Fedorchak 



The dossier 

Born in pre-statehood New Mexico 
on Christmas Day 1887. 

Served in the New Mexico House' 
of Representatives, 1912-1914. 

Bought his first hotel in Cisco, 
Texas, in 1919. 

Married Mary Adelaide Barron, 
with whom he had three sons: 
Conrad Nicholson "Nicky" Hilton, 
Jr., William Barron Hilton and Eric 
Michael Hilton. Divorced in 1934. 

Married Zsa Zsa Gabor, with whom 
he had a daughter: Constance 
Francesca Hilton. Divorced in 1946. 

Married Mary Frances Kelly, who 
became his widow. 

Employed 10,000 people across the 
country by 1947. 

Formed Hilton International Co. 
in 1948. 

Published his autobiography, 
"Be My Guest," in 1957. 

Died in Santa Monica, Calif., 
on Jan. 3, 1979. 



Analog and digital display 



Stop watch function 



Built-in alarm 



LCD complications 



Electo-luminescence backliaht 




Amazing New Hybrid Runs Without Gas 

The new face of time? Stauer's Compendium Hybrid fuses form and functionality for UNDER $50! Read on... 



Innovation is the path to the future. 
Stauer takes that seriously. That's why 
we developed the Compendium Hybrid, a 
stunningly-designed hybrid chronograph 
with over one dozen analog and digital 
functions that is more versatile than any 
watch that we have ever engineered. 

New technology usually starts out at 
astronomical prices and then comes 
down years later. We skipped that step to 
allow everyone the chance to experience 
this watch's brilliant fusion of technology 
and style. We originally priced the Stauer 
Compendium Hybrid at $395 based on 
the market for advanced sports watches... 
but then stopped ourselves. Since this is 
no ordinary economy, we decided to start 
at 88% off from day one. That means this 
new technological marvel can be yours 
for only $49! 

Welcome a new Digital Revolution. 

With the release of the dynamic new 
Compendium, those boxy, plastic wrist 
calculators of the past have been replaced 
by this luxurious LCD chronograph that 
is sophisticated enough for a formal 
evening out, but rugged and tough 



enough to feel at home in a cockpit, 
camping expedition or covert mission. 

The watch's extraordinary dial seamlessly 
blends an analog watch face with a stylish 
digital display. Three super-bright lumi- 
nous hands keep time along the inner 
dial, while a trio of circular LCD windows 
track the hour, min- 
utes and seconds. An 
eye-catching digital 
semi-circle animates 
in time with the sec- 
ond hand and shows 
the day of the week. 
The watch also fea- 
tures a rotating bezel, 
stopwatch and alarm 
functions and blue, 
electro-luminescence 
backlight. The Compendium Hybrid 
secures with a rugged stainless steel band 
and is water-resistant to 3 ATMs. 

Guaranteed to change the way you 
look at time. At Stauer, we believe that 
when faced with an uphill economy, 
innovation and better value will always 
provide a much-needed boost. Stauer is so 

Smart Luxuries — Surprising Prices 




The Compendium: The 
spectacular face of the 
latest watch technology. 



confident of their latest hybrid timepiece 
that we offer a money-back-guarantee. If 
for any reason you aren't fully impressed 
by the performance and innovation of 
the Stauer Compendium Hybrid for $49, 
simply return the watch within 30 days 
for a full refund of the purchase price. The 
unique design of the Compendium limits 
our production to only 4,995 pieces, so 
don't hesitate to order! Remember: 
progress and innovation wait for no one! 

WATCH SPECS: 

- Three LCD windows show hour, minute and second 

- Stop watch function 

- Water resistant to 3 ATMs 

- Fits 6 3 /4"-8 3/4" wrist &8% 

Exclusively Through Stauer '^^^ 

Stauer Compendium Hybrid Watch — $3&5 
Now $49 +S&P Save $346 

Call now to take advantage of this limited offer. 

1-888-324-4370 



Promotional Code VHW153-01 

Please mention this code when you call. 



Suuer 



14101 Southcross Drive W., 
Dept. VHW1 53-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 



RAPID FIRE 



[TROOP SUPPORT] 



21st-century Pinup Girl 

California post sponsors model to raise money for VA, DoD hospitals. 

Since 2007, Gina Elise has raised tens of thousands of dollars for military and VA hospitals in the western 
United States through sales of her "pinup-girl" calendars, posters and T-shirts - $5,000 for the VA medical center in 
Loma Linda, Calif.; $15,000 for the naval hospital in San Diego; and $15,000 for the VA medical center in Portland, Ore. 

With a background in theater and a nostalgic appreciation for Betty Grable and other World War ll-era pinup 
girls, Elise decided the best way she could raise funds for wounded warriors was by hearkening back to the days 
of Grable, Lauren Bacall, Ingrid Bergman and Jane Greer and becoming a 21st-century pinup girl herself. American 
Legion Post 360 in Lake Arrowhead, Calif., sponsored her efforts, and soon she was off and posing. 

She recently spoke with The American Legion Magazine. 

Q: How is your pinup-calendar project going? 

A: The project started in June 2006 and has raised more 
than $35,000 for VA and military hospitals. When people go 
to our Web site, they can order calendars for themselves, 
for hospitalized veterans, or for someone who is deployed 
overseas. All of the donated calendars for hospitalized 



veterans, I take them and travel across the United States, 
personally delivering them to our injured veterans 
recovering in military and VA hospitals. I also send 
thousands to units all over the world, to boost morale. 

Q: What kind of reception do you get when you deliver 
calendars in person? 

A: I could write a book from my experiences. A lot of 
times you've got recovering troops who just don't get 
visitors. So they're lying in bed all day without much 
stimulation, so when I come in - and I always come into 
the hospital dressed up in my pinup outfits, with a big 
smile - I think they're a little bit shocked! They usually 
have no idea that I'm coming in, so I'll go in and introduce 
myself and tell them what the project is about, then ask 
them to tell me about themselves. 

One of the best stories I have is when I was in the 
San Diego VA hospital. I was talking to this man, and he 
was answering my questions, but very quietly. Then I 
walked out of the room, and the nurses rushed up to me 
and just could not believe it. They told me the man had 
suffered a traumatic brain injury, and it was the first time 
he'd spoken in a month. 

Q: How did you decide to start raising money for our 
wounded troops by becoming a pinup girl? 

A: In 2006, we were hearing stories about wounded 
vets coming back to hospitals in the United States 
that were underfunded and couldn't properly 
care for them. I thought, "If anyone should 
have proper care, it should be our veterans." 
They're putting our country before their own 
lives, so why aren't they getting the care they 
deserve? I thought I needed to do 
something about it. 



I've always been a big fan of the whole pinup-girl 
era - Betty Grable and all the others. People do 
fundraisers all the time by selling calendars. So I thought 
it was the perfect idea for me to do a pinup calendar and 
give the proceeds to military hospitals. It's kind of a 
tribute to the period when my grandfather was in 
uniform. He was a World War II Army vet. 



Q: What's involved in taking of all the photographs, in 
various costumes? 

A: Because my background is in theater, I have a lot of 
friends who are designers, photographers, stylists, things 
like that. And I've kind of pulled together all my friends, 
and we schedule these photo shoots. In the past, I've 
done a lot of location scouting: military planes and 
vehicles. It takes months and months of pre-production. 

I do have a team of makeup artists, a photographer, a 
Web site designer. We work together to produce the 
actual calendar, and my friends think it's a great project. 
It's already won numerous awards and been featured on 
different news networks. I've even gotten U.S. flags from 
seven different units in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Q: You've been connected to The American Legion for 
some time now, haven't you? 

A: Oh, yes. When I was in high school, there was 
an American Legion post - 360 - up in 
Lake Arrowhead, where I grew 
up. I had applied for a 
college 




To purchase a calendar: ® www.pinupsforvets.com 
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scholarship, and they gave me one. I ended up graduating 
from UCLA, and I was always so thankful to them. Then, 
when I came up with the pinup-girl project, I spoke with 
the post commander, and he was really gung-ho about it. 
The first two calendars, for 2007 and 2008, were 
sponsored by Post 360, and that made it easier to get 
donations. I mean, I was just this girl in California saying, 
"Hey, I want to raise money for these rehab programs for 
vets and troops." But when my Web site and calendars 
said, "Sponsored by American Legion Post 360," it made it 
a lot more credible. 

I am forever grateful to Post 360's former commander, 
Nick Nerio, who believed in my project from the very 
beginning and was willing to get behind my idea to 
support this fundraiser for ill and injured veterans. 

Q: Do you ever hear that what you're doing is somehow 
inappropriate or politically incorrect? 

A: I can count on one hand the number of negative letters 
I've gotten, compared to thousands of e-mails that 
support my project. People see this as a really fun cause 
they can support. So many wives and girlfriends support 
my project, too. It's a very tasteful calendar, really - 
bathing suits and fun costumes. Nothing too provocative. 
I have so many amazing e-mails from veterans and our 
troops serving overseas, thanking me for what I'm doing. 

- Philip M. Callaghan 




[VERBATIM] 

H want the Americans to take over the 
country. The Haitian government can't 
do anything for us. When we tell the 
government we're hungry, the 
government says, 'We're hungry, too. ,#)#) 

Jean-Louis Geffrard, a Haitian laborer 
left homeless after the Jan. 12 earthquake 
that devastated the island nation 

^nce you've placed it in a place like 
White Plains, you've made the city an 
automatic target, and everything 
located in it?** 

White Plains, N.Y., Mayor Adam T. Bradley, 

on the possibility of 9/1 1 terrorism suspects' trials 
taking place in his city's federal courthouse 

U( *l hope you can sense ... this is of 
serious concern to me and the other 
commanders in Iraq and Afghanistan 
because it can indeed create a 
perception that is absolutely contrary to 
what it is that we have sought to do.^ 

Gen. David Petraeus, commander of U.S. Central 
Command, on Bible references inscribed on rifle sights 
manufactured by Michigan-based Trijicon, Inc., and used 
by soldiers and Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan. The 
company voluntarily agreed to stop putting Scripture 
references on products used by the U.S. military and will 
provide modification kits for products already deployed. 

Hn dealing with terrorists, our tax 
dollars should pay for weapons to stop 
them, not lawyers to defend them.^ 

U.S. Sen. Scott Brown, R-Mass. 

U(i When I first arrived here, Earth- 
centered cadets didn't have anywhere 
to call home. Now, they meet every 
Monday night, they get to go on 
retreats, and they have a stone circle.^ 

Sgt. Robert Longcrier, lay leader of neo-pagan groups 
at the Air Force Academy in Colorado, on the school's 
official dedication of an outdoor prayer circle in March 

U( 1t's beautiful, beautiful to be old and 
still be in love at our age."*** 

Mattie Atkins, 103, who celebrated 80 years 
of marriage to her husband, Mitchell Atkins, 97, 
in Philadelphia on Jan. 14 

Source: The Washington Post, The Hew York Times, CNN, Fox News, Philly.com 
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RAPID FIRE 



[LEGIONNAIRES INACTION] 



Letter prompts Walmart 
to delay fireworks sale 



On Nov. 19, 2009, Walmart's senior 
manager of executive communications 
sent American Legion Post 378 in Gulf 
Breeze, Fla., a letter that elicited 
applause from Legionnaires and 
veterans nationwide. Starting in 2010, 
Walmart stores in the United States will 
discontinue the sale of fireworks until 
after Memorial Day. 

"Somehow, the true meaning of 
Memorial Day has gotten lost in all the 
backyard barbecues, beach parties and 
sales," says Mike Esmond, Post 378's 
Americanism chairman. "It's a day to 
honor veterans' memories, not 
celebrate their deaths." 

Esmond wasn't aware that Walmart 
sold fireworks on Memorial Day until 
last May. He immediately resumed a 
letter-writing campaign that he started 
back in 2002 in response to a local 
Winn-Dixie's sale of fireworks on 
Memorial Day. 




Smooth Out 
Driveways with the 
DR® POWER GRADER! 



PATENTED DESIGN easily 

fills in potholes, smoothes washboard. 

POWERED ACTUATOR controls 
grading depth with a remote control. 

LOOSENS AND REDISTRIBUTES 

composite driveway surfaces without the 
need to haul, shovel, or rake new material. 

CARBIDE-TIPPED SCARIFYING 
TEETH loosen the 
hardest surfaces. 



Call for a FREE DVD & Catalog! 



TOLL-FREE 

800-795-2651 

DRpowergrader.com 
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The thought of 
fireworks being sold 
on a day devoted to 
honoring and 

remembering the sacrifice of the 
nation's fallen servicemembers 
inspired Esmond and his fellow 
Legionnaires to write letters in the 
hope of changing how Americans 
regard the holiday. Their persistence 
paid off when Winn-Dixie agreed to 
discontinue selling fireworks on 
Memorial Day, but for that year only. 

"We had won the battle, but not the 
war," Esmond said. In 2009, he chose a 
new and bigger target: Walmart. 

Starting last May, Legionnaires sent 
letters urging Walmart managers to 
discontinue selling fireworks on a day 
when Americans should be "honoring 
the men and women who have made 
the ultimate sacrifice to protect this 
great nation, and not celebrating their 




deaths," Esmond said. Seven months 
later, Walmart changed its policy. 

"I jumped up out of my chair with 
excitement, and then I sat down and 
cried, because I knew I was holding in 
my hands a letter that would make a 
difference in changing the mindset of a 
lot of Americans in the way they think 
about Memorial Day," Esmond said. 

"For six months, I have gone around 
to posts asking them to write letters to 
condemn Walmart for selling fireworks. 
Now I'm going back asking them to 
write letters complimenting Walmart." 

Legionnaires and others wishing to 
thank Walmart can address letters to 
Robert Morlino, Senior Manager, 
Executive Communications, 
Walmart, Inc., 702 S.W. 8th St., 
Bentonville, AR 72716. 



[NATIONAL CONVENTION] 

Color guards, bands invited to compete 
at 92nd National Convention 

All American Legion color guards and bands are invited to participate in 
competition at the 92nd National Convention in Milwaukee on Aug. 28. Contests 
have four classes for color guards and, for the first time, two classes for bands: 
competitive concert and exhibition concert. 

For contest entry forms and rules, contact the Convention and Meetings Office 
at (317) 630-1292 or visit its Web site: 
@ www. legion . org /con ven tion/resources 

Exhibit Hall 

Show dates for the exhibit hall are Friday, Aug. 27 through Tuesday, Aug. 31, in 
the Midwest Airlines Center, Hall D, Upper Level. Times are 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily 

except Sunday and Tuesday, 
when it closes at 2 p.m. New 
this year in the exhibit hall is a 
live webcam, so Legionnaires 
can say hello to friends and 
family back home. 

Room is limited this 
year, so reserve exhibit 
space soon by calling the 
Convention & Meetings Office 
at (317) 630-1292 or visiting 
its Web site: 

Con ven tion competition will in dude four classes for ® www.legion.org/ 
color guards and two classes for bands. James V.Carroll convention/resources 




[ONLINE] 

ORATORICALS LIVE 

The final round of The American 
Legion National Oratorical Contest 
will be streamed live on the Web from 
Indianapolis on April 11, beginning at 
10 a.m. 

© www.legion.org 

Registration 
is happening 
online for 
the 2010 
Legacy Run, 
a long- 
distance 
motorcycle 

trek to the 92nd National Convention 
in Milwaukee from Aug. 22 to 26. 
The ride benefits The American 
Legion Legacy Scholarship fund, 
which raises college money for young 
people whose parents have lost their 
lives serving our country on active 
duty since Sept. 11,2001. 
@ www.legion.org/riders 
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The NEUT0N® Battery-Powered Mower is the easy, 
reliable, quiet lawn mower - and the only mower 
powered by DURACELL® - the batteries trusted 
everywhere. 
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LUNG CANCER 

COMPENSATION 

Veterans with lung cancer may be eligible 
for financial compensation. 

1.800.998.9729 

info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.lung-cancer.com 

Contact us for a FREE case evaluation. 



The David Law Firm 

"Defeating today's Goliaths" ® 



Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 

* Licensed by The Supreme Court of Texas. 



The David Law Firm, P.C., S. Bradley Cooper* 10655 Six Pines Drive, Suite 260 The Woodlands, TX 77380 



RAPID FIRE 



[TROOP SUPPORT] 



Blue Star Salute delivers $11,000 to Legion 



Each year, the Indiana 
Blue Star Salute raises funds 
to provide support to 
military families throughout 
the Midwest. 

In 2009, the Salute's 
fourth year, more than 1,000 
families were honored in 
ceremonies at O'Reilly 
Raceway Park in Clermont, 
Ind. One of the nation's 
largest events to honor and 
recognize military families, 
it raised $11,000 for The 
American Legion Legacy 
Scholarship fund, which 
ensures children of U.S. military 
personnel who died on or after Sept. 11, 
2001, have an opportunity to pursue 
higher learning. 

Last year, more than 1,500 Legion 
Riders helped raise donations and 
awareness for the Legacy Scholarship 
by participating in a Ride for the Salute. 




Ralph "Zoc"Zoccolillo of Avon, Ind., 
Blue Star Salute chairman, said the goal 
for 2010 is to involve at least 1,500 
Legion Riders and honor even more 
families. 

The fifth annual Indiana Blue Star 
Salute is scheduled for June 19 at Stout 
Field National Guard Armory in 
Indianapolis. Military leaders, American 



Legion dignitaries and 
elected officials will speak at 
the event, and a special 
presentation will honor 
Gold Star families, whose 
loved ones have paid the 
ultimate price. The Indiana 
Blue Star Salute will also 
include booths staffed by 
military-supporting 
businesses and 
organizations, military 
vehicles and aircraft, 
parachutists and children's 
jamesv.carroii activities. Country singer 

Michael Peterson will 
perform. Financial contributions are 
provided by businesses and major 
sports teams, including the 
Indianapolis Colts, the Indiana Pacers 
and Alliance Motorsports. 
Learn more about the 
Blue Star Salute: 
® www.indianabluestar.org 



[LIBRARY] 

Enjoy a virtual tour 
of Legion museum 

Members of The American Legion family now have the 
opportunity to view from the comfort of their homes a 
selection of pieces from the Emil A. Blackmore Museum at 
The American Legion's National Headquarters. 

A virtual tour of the museum is available at 
www.legion.org/virtualtour. There, The American Legion 
Library staff has selected an array of items, with attention to 
both visual appeal and each one's showcasing of an aspect 
of the Legion's legacy. The organization's history is 
illustrated by such items as the gavel and block used to 
preside over the first national convention in Minneapolis in 
1919, the wars Legionnaires have fought in by such items as a 
captured Viet Cong AK-47, and Legion programs and causes 
by such items as a promotional bat from the 1965 American 
Legion World Series, played in Aberdeen, S.D. 

The tour also offers a few sights not on display in the 
museum. A statue of St. Michael the Archangel, sheathing 
his sword as a sign of the ending of God's wrath through a 
plague upon Rome, was presented to the Legion at the third 
national convention in Kansas City, Mo., by Gen. Armando 
Diaz, head of Italy's military forces in World War I. The Italian 
inscription reads: 'To The American Legion and to its officials 




James V.Carroll 



and members, who fought with valor on the bloody 
battlefields of the Great War at the side of the soldiers of 
Italy. With affectionate memory of comradeship. General 
Diaz, Rome, October 1921." The appearance of St. Michael in 
Rome symbolizes the U.S. entry into the war. Due to its age 
and condition, the statue is currently in storage. 

Emil A. Blackmore served as the Legion's national adjutant 
from 1956 to 1967. Shortly after his death, the National 
Executive Committee passed a resolution naming the 
museum after Blackmore, in recognition of his personal 
interest in the project. 

Those interested in visiting the museum in person are 
welcome to visit National Headquarters in Indianapolis. 
Hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
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Make Your Knees Feel 20 Years Younger 



Thermal 
Knee Warmers 



BUY 1 Pair 
@$797 

Get 2nd Pair 




■ 1 o 

Instant Therapeutic ^ 
Relief! 




Perfect 



St 



ieve Achi 
) Joints with 
Therapeutic Warmth 





For Arthritis 
Sufferers 




ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-S30-2689 

www. Dream Prod uctsCatalog .com (web offers may vary) 



INSTANT THERAPY 
FOR ACHING KNEES! 

Experience quick pain relief from stiff, 
achy, arthritic knee joints. Cozy soft 
therapeutic knee warmers caress your 
legs in warmth & comfort at home or 
away. Gently elasticized for a snug 
non-binding comfortable fit perfect 
under slacks or over hosiery. Import 
made of soft, washable 100% acrylic 
knit. One size fits most. Buy one pair, 
get second pair Free! 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 



Thermal Knee Warmers 



Dept 62228 



(96870) 

Thermal KneeWarmers(s) 

@ $7.97 pr. 

Buy 1 Pair, Get 2nd Pair FREE 



CA residents must add 8.25% sales tax 



Add $4.95 Shipping & Handling 
(no matter how many you order!) 



PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 



TOTAL 



$ 



$4.95 



□Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 

Charge my: QVISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS SM Cards 



Card# 



| Expiration Date 







City_ 



_Zip_ 



Dream Products, Inc. 

412 DREAM LANE, VAN NUYS, CA 91496 



[ECONOMICS] 

Promote veteran 
businesses through 
community outreach 

Every successful veteran-owned 
business I know has one thing in 
common: a core policy of offering 
assistance to other veteran 
companies. 

You might think that because 
they're successful, they now have the 
time and freedom to offer assistance 



ON POINT 
















T 


VETERANS & BUSINESS 



to others, but 
it's been my 
experience that 
exactly the 
opposite is true. 
They were all 
willing to coach, 
mentor and 
assist other 



business owners from the beginning, 
putting them in places and providing 
opportunities they never would have 
found sitting behind their desks. 

Helping other veteran businesses 
does more than just make you feel 
good. It creates a force multiplier for 
your company that you couldn't 
duplicate with even the most robust 
marketing budget. Being active in the 
community results in increased 
contacts, assets, resources, industry 
information and opportunities. 

While social networking sites like 
My Vet Work, Linkedln and Facebook 
make it easy to collaborate online, 
there is no substitute for belly-to- 
belly interaction. When you attend 
conferences, join organizations and 
get involved, you are guaranteed to 
see your opportunities increase in a 
way you never would have expected. 

So don't skip that next community 
meeting or conference because the 
business of running your business got 
in the way. You owe it to your 
company to make time to get 
involved, and the easiest way is to 
extend a helping hand to a vet who is 
trying to follow the trail you blazed. 

Louis J. CelliJr. is CEO of the Northeast 
Veterans Business Resource Center. 
Readers can send questions for "On 
Point" to lcelli@nevbrc.org. 



[ECONOMICS] 

Take this job 

In its latest survey of U.S. workers, the Conference 
Board, a business and management association, finds that 
just 45 percent of Americans are satisfied with their jobs - the 
lowest percentage ever recorded in the survey's 22-year history. 
The exhaustive survey includes 5,000 U.S. households. 

In 2008, 49 percent reported satisfaction with their work. In 1987, when the 
first survey was conducted, 61 percent were satisfied with their work. Not 
coincidentally, the percentage of Americans who find their work interesting 
has fallen from 70 percent in 1987 to 51 percent in the latest survey. 

The overall trend for job satisfaction is down and appears to be 
disconnected from economic cycles: 61 percent satisfied in 1987, 58 percent 
in 1995, 50 percent in 2000, 52 percent in 2005 and 25 percent in 2009. 

In addition, the Conference Board reports that 22 percent of respondents 
said they don't expect to be in their current job next year. 

"Widespread job dissatisfaction negatively affects employee behavior and 
retention," says John Gibbons, program director of employee engagement 
research and services at the Conference Board. 
£ www.conference-board.org 



[ECONOMICS] 

Trade troubles 

The U.S.-South Korea Free Trade Agreement is languishing, even though 
the deal would expand U.S. exports by as much as $10 billion annually. 

Worse, as the United States drags its feet on finalizing the deal with its 
longtime ally, the European Union has swooped in to ink an agreement with 
South Korea that is nearly identical to the U.S. pact. Canada is also 
negotiating a trade deal with the country. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce estimates that "failure to implement the 
U.S.-Korea FTA while our trading partners go forward with their FTAs with 
Korea would lead to a decline of $35.1 billion in U.S. exports of goods and 
services to the world" and a net negative impact on U.S. employment of 
345,017 jobs. 



[EDUCATION] 

VA may withhold additional funds until advance repaid 



Q: / attended Boston University during the fall term 
and never received my Chapter 33 Veterans 
educational payment, so I decided to take the 
advance payment of $3,000 offered by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to assist with my 
college expenses. Can you tell me when VA will ask 
for repayment? 

A: Although VA has not given direction on how it 
will recoup the funds, traditionally the procedure 
has been to not release additional money to you until 
the advance has been accounted for. If you received advance pay, be aware 
that your monthly allowance may not come to you until the entire $3,000 
has been repaid. 

Valerie Vigil, a Marine Corps veteran and member of American Legion 
Post 27 in Arizona, is a past vice president of the National Association of 
Veterans' Program Administrators. Send Gl Bill questions to her by e-mail. 
askvalerie@legion. org 



MY Gl BILL 

n 

I. ill 

VETERANS & EDUCATION 

BY VALERIE VIGIL 
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[ECONOMICS] 

Percent of 
Americans who 
M ■^^B believe higher taxes 

^ ^ pose a high or 

medium threat to economic 
performance in the United States in 
the next two years (Bloomberg) 

Percent of 
^E^k Americans who are 
II I unwilling to pay 
more in taxes to 
reduce the federal budget deficit 
{CBS/New York Times) 



[LANGUAGE] 

Forgettable 
lines 

Lake Superior State University in 
northern Michigan has compiled and 
released its 35th annual "List of Words 
Banished from the Queen's English for 
Misuse, Overuse and General 
Uselessness." 

The no-no list of popular words and 

phrases includes: 

Shovel-ready 

Tran sparer) t/tran sparer) cy 

Czar 

Tweet 

App 

Sexting 

Friend, as a verb 

Teachable moment 

In these economic times ... 

Stimulus 

Toxic assets 

Too big to fail 

Bromance 

Chillaxin' 

Obama, as a prefix (as in "ObamaCare") 
^ www.time.com 




Nothing holds me back. 
Not my age. 

Not my Bladder. 

Nothing. 



All Natural 

Clinically-Tested 
Herbal Supplement 

• Reduces Bathroom Trips 

• Reduces Urine Leakage 

• Increases Energy Levels 

• Sleep Better 
Through the Night 



If bladder control 
is controlling you, 

call now ! 

These problems 
do not go away 
by waiting. 





When bladder control 
started to become 
a problem for me, 
I took action. I was 
tired of waking 
up several times a 
night to use the bathroom. I was tired of 
worrying about embarrassing situations. 
That's when I heard about BetterMAN.® 
BetterMAN is all natural — not an 
expensive medication with unpleasant side 
effects. And BetterMAN helped me get 
back in control. Whether your problem is 
frequency, a lack of warning, or leakage, 
BetterMAN can help. 

No one likes to talk about it, but the 
consultants at BetterMAN took 
the time to listen and to explain 
how BetterMAN works. And with 
BetterMAN, I found more energy 
and far better concentration because 
I was finally sleeping through the 
night. Best of all, BetterMAN works! 
So you have nothing to lose — 
and only freedom to gain. 




Also Available: BetterWOMAN 

The All Natural Formula Every Woman Needs 
for a Better BLADDER, Better SLEEP, and Better ENERGY! 
Order online at www.BetterWOMANnow.com. 



Call Now & Ask How To Get A 



Limited ' 



FREE BONUS BOTTLE 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-405-1256 

or order online: www.BetterMANnow.com 



These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. 
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 
Use as directed. Individual results may vary. 
BetterMAN and BetterWOMAN are the trademarks of Interceuticals, Inc. ©2010 Interceuticals, Inc. 



RAPID FIRE 



[LEGION RACING] 




Driver Jerick Johnson looks at the 91 car, on the track, from the 
infield after it sheared the nose off his 76 Freedom Car during 
the final night of week-long competition in the World Series of 
Asphalt Stockcar Racing at New Smyrna Speedway near 

Daytona, Fla. James V.Carroll 

Daytona a roller coaster 
for 76 Freedom Car team 

Daytona International Speedway was not so kind to 
driver Jerick Johnson and The American Legion/David Law 
Firm 76 Freedom Car as the 2010 racing season began in 
February. 

Johnson and the Team Johnson Motors ports crew arrived 
in Daytona for Speedweeks confident they had a machine 
capable of grabbing a spot in the starting grid of the Lucas 
Oil Slick Mist 200 at the famed speedway. In practice, 
Johnson finished 28th fastest in a field of more than 50 cars. 

Qualification day, however, brought shock. Johnson's 
qualification speed was 45th fastest - too slow to make the 
43-car starting lineup. An engine problem sapped the car's 
horsepower, resulting in a speed loss of more than 7 mph. 

"I am not disappointed with our efforts in Daytona, and 
everyone was great about working toward our goal to make 
the show," Johnson said, following his qualification run 
around the 2.5-mile high-banked tri-oval. "Our sponsors 
have been great, not only in their support of our American 
Legion/David Law Firm race team, but of my family and our 
effort in promoting The American Legion." 

Speedweeks wasn't a complete loss. "We hauled our Crate 
Late Model Chevrolet with us so we could participate in the 
44th annual World Series of Asphalt Stockcar Racing at New 
Smyrna," he said. "In our first race at the high-banked, 
one-half-mile oval, we finished in 13th place. In subsequent 
races, we collected a couple of top-10 finishes and one 
top-five. We also finished the week seventh in points." 

The 76 Freedom Car team is back in Mooresville, N.C., 
getting Johnson's intermediate ARCA car ready for the 
Rattlesnake 150 at Texas Motor Speedway on April 16, which 
will be broadcast live on the SPEED network. 
© www.legion.org/racing 



[CONGRESS] 

The president's priorities 

Shinseki releases proposal to ramp up funding 
to reduce VA backlog, homelessness. 

At $125 billion, the White House's proposed VA budget 
for fiscal 2011 is its biggest ever and promises to produce 
results on two issues that greatly frustrate The American 
Legion: the backlog of undecided benefits claims 
and veteran 



homelessness. The 
administration's request 
divided funding nearly in 
half: $60.3 billion in 
discretionary spending 
(mostly for health care) 
and $64.7 billion in 
mandatory funding (for 
such costs as disability 




payments and pensions). VA Secretary Eric Shinseki 

"VA's 2011 budget request covers many areas but 
focuses on three central issues that are of critical 
importance to our veterans: easier access to benefits and 
services, faster disability-claims decisions, and ending 
the downward spiral that results in veterans' 
homelessness," VA Secretary Eric Shinseki said when 
announcing the proposal. 

The American Legion has lobbied in recent years to 
see all three of the department's highest priorities get 
the funding they need. "We are certainly pleased with 
this budget because it meets or exceeds most of The 
American Legion's funding recommendations," National 
Commander Clarence Hill said. 

The backlog of undecided VA benefits claims is 
estimated at between 500,000 and 1 million. The 
proposed budget asks for more than 4,000 additional 
claims processors and an increase of $460 million over 
last year. Those increases are expected to only keep pace 
with an expected 30-percent leap in claims from 2009 to 
2011. Ultimately, reduction of the backlog will have to 
come from both increased staff and the development of 
a more efficient electronic claims-processing system, for 
which $145 million is set aside. 

Shinseki backed up his goal to eliminate homelessness 
among veterans with a $4.2 billion request that includes 
$294 million in expanded initiatives. VA operates the 
largest homeless-assistance system in the nation. 
Other highlights of the proposed 2011 budget include: 

■ $44 million for an automated system to process 
applications for the new Gl Bill. 

■ $5.2 billion for mental health, to expand services and 
integrate them better into overall care. 

■ $250 million for increased health-care access for 
veterans in rural areas, including VA's telehealth program. 

■ $217.6 million for women veterans' needs, including 
more training for VA staff and peer-to-peer programs. 

■ $251 million for cemetery operations and maintenance. 

■ $1.15 billion for major construction, including funding 
for five medical facilities. 
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HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS 

Quality Tools at Ridiculously Low Prices 



FACTORY DIRECT 

TO YOU! 

How does Harbor Freight Tools sell high 
quality tools at such ridiculously low 
prices? We buy direct from the factories 
who also supply the major brands and sell 
direct to you. It's just that simple! Come 
see for yourself at one of our 330 STORES 
NATIONWIDE and use this 20% OFF Coupon 
on any of our 7,000 products. We stock 
Automotive products, Shop Equipment, Hand 
Tools, Tarps, Compressors, Air & Power 
Tools, Material Handling, Woodworking 
Tools, Welders, Tool Boxes, Outdoor 

Equipment, Generators, and much more. 

NOBODY BEATS OUR QUALITY, SERVICE AND PRICE! 



V We Have 1 0 Million Satisfied Customers 

V We Buy Factory Direct and Pass the SAVINGS on to YOU! 

V Shop & Compare Our Quality Brands Against Other National Brands 

V Thousands of People Switch to Harbor Freight Tools Every Day! 

V NO HASSLE RETURN POLICY 

V Family Owned & Operated 



LIFETIME WARRANTY 



ON ALL HAND TOOLS! 




Bring this coupon and Save 20% on one single item purchased at Harbor Freight Tools. Cannot be used with any other discount or coupon. One coupon per purchase. One coupon per customer. Coupon not 
valid on prior purchases or purchase of gift cards or purchase of extended service plans. Offer good on in-stock 
merchandise only. Savings discount percentage off Harbor Freight Tools current prices, including sale prices. 
This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies and computer printouts. Original coupon 
must be presented in order to receive the discount. All Campbell Hausfeld products are excluded from this offer. 
This offer isnotvalid on food or beverage items sold inourretailstores.Valid only in Retail Stores through 7/1 5/10. 



INI II II I II I II II II II 



37026636 



See HarborFreightusa.com/amerleg for additional SUPER COUPONS 




CAMOUFLAGE 12 VOLT 
3000 LB. CAPACITY, 
WIRELESS REMOTE CONTROLLED 1 
PORTABLE WINCH WITH 1 
ROLLER FAIRLEAD' 

LOT NO. 95912 I 

CHICAGO 1 

laraaniapow erToolsl | 





RECIPROCATING SAW 
WITH ROTATING HANDLE 



r NO. 67256 



$1099 

I W REG. 




MULTIFUNCTION 
POWER TOOL 

CHICAGO 

MEHnHPowerToolsl 



LOT NO. 65570 



. PRICE $39.99 



SAVE 



REG. PRICE $99.99 

iiiiii ii mini mi mi 

Clftfl HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

Vw V These ^^able coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 7/15/10. 
Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. 



I 
I 

S7SB7 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

I These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
1 your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 7/15/10. 
. Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, , 
I sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies I 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. 



SAVE 
50% 




I IIIIII III II II IIIIII I! Ill 

8 387 02 38 *cq nn 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS- LIMIT 1 ■P*' 333 

These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 7/15/10. 
Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. 



SAVE 
41% 




^ LOT NO. 67421 



11 DRAWER 
ROLLER 
CABINET 

INCLUDES: 

• 6 Drawer Top Chest 

• 2 Drawer 
Middle Section 

• 3 Drawer 
Roller Cabinet 

$13999 



SAVE 




CENTRAL PNEUMATIC @ 

HIGH SPEED 
METAL SAW 



REG. 
PRICE 
$29 99 

II II llll Nil II Hill II 

44 693-44 S 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 7/15/10. 
Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. 



REG. PRICE $289.99 

II II II I 



h4 C#l "" 47020417 

V I fill HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS- LIMIT 1 

%r I W These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 

your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 7/15/10. 
Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. 



83977441 

HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS- LIMIT 1 , 

These valuable coupons are only good when presented at | 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 7/15/10. 
Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 1 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. 



ADJUSTABLE SHADE 
AUTO-DARKENING 
WELDING 

m 



HELMET 



$3499 



REG. 
PRICE 
$69.99 



6542-4^46 
HARBOR FREIGHT TOOLS - LIMIT 1 

These valuable coupons are only good when presented at 
your nearest Harbor Freight Tools store. Offer Ends 7/15/10. 
Coupons valid in Retail Store Only. Coupon not valid on prior purchases. Coupon cannot be bought, 
sold, or transferred. This coupon cannot be duplicated in any manner including photocopies 
and computer printouts. Original coupon must be presented in order to receive the discount. 



SM 
50% 



We Will Beat Any Competitor's Price Within 1 Year Of Purchase! 
™ TO FIND THE STORE NEAREST YOU CHECK: 

330 STORES NATIONWIDE 1 -800-657-8001 

or HarborFreightusa.com/amerleg 



[LAW] 

Stolen Valor showdown 

Three cases will test the law's constitutionality. 



Three years ago, the Stolen Valor Act 
became the law of the land. The intent 
was, as then-Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont., 
said at the time, "to protect the reputation 
of our military heroes with the full force of 
law. Those who seek to steal recognition 
that they have not earned must be held 
accountable and brought to justice." 

Unfortunately, that law is under attack 
from the ACLU and others who say it 
violates First Amendment protections. 
Three cases moving through the courts 
will test the law's constitutionality. In 
California, Xavier Alvarez, a municipal 
water-board member, claimed he was a 
former Marine with 25 years of service and 
the Medal of Honor. In Colorado, Rick 
Strandlof- aka Rick Duncan - claimed he 
was a Naval Academy graduate who 
served in the Pentagon on 9/11 and as a 
battalion commander for a Marine unit in 
Fallujah. He said he was wounded in the 
battle and received a Silver Star for valor. 
And in Houston, Michael Patrick McManus 
attended a political function in a general's 
uniform replete with two Distinguished 
Service Crosses, a Purple Heart, a Silver 
Star and a Combat Infantryman's Badge 
with two stars. 



Not one of these men's claims withstood 
the scrutiny of skeptical veterans who 
requested discharge papers proving their 
alleged military honors. Alvarez's case is 
on appeal to the 9th Circuit, Strandlof's 
case is working its way through the District 
Court of Colorado, and U.S. attorneys in 
Houston are preparing a case against 
McManus. The American Legion is posting 
developments and analyses on its blog, 
The Burn Pit. 

At issue essentially is whether lies are 
protected speech. According to a brief 
filed by the Rutherford Institute, which is 
backing Strandlof and the ACLU position, 
"false claims of military distinction do not 
in any real sense diminish the honor 
earned and bestowed on those who 
have truly earned this nation's highest 
military award." 

The government responded, "To the 
contrary, 'substantial harm' is indeed 
caused by false claims of military honors. 
People who lie about having received 
military decorations generally do so for a 
reason. They seek to deceive others for 
personal gain, and to try to manipulate 
people's behavior through falsehood." 
® www.legion.org/burnpit 




[ACTIVE DUTY] 

Parachutes 2.0 

The Army is replacing its 
50-year-old parachute system. 
The newT-11 parachute, which 
will replace the T-10 model over 
the next five years, can handle 
400 pounds of weight (rather than 
just 360 pounds), offers a better 
canopy and has a proven record 
of reducing injury rates for soldiers 
in testing, National Defense 
magazine reports. 

Designed by Airborne Systems 
of New Jersey, the new parachute 
system positions the reserve 
handle in the center of the 
pack, enabling troops to yank 
it with either hand. The T-11 also 
has a significantly lower rate of 
descent - 18 feet per second 
compared to the T-10's 22 feet 
per second. 



[WAR ON TERROR] 

Counterterrorism commitment in Yemen 

CENTCOM commander Gen. David Petraeus reports that 
counterterrorism funding for Yemen will more than double in 
2010, from $70 million to nearly $150 million. 

Armed Forces Press Service reports this category of funding 
for Yemen has exploded in recent years, jumping from 
$4.6 million in 2006 to $26 million in 2007 to the estimated 
$150 million in 2010. 




[MILITARY AFFAIRS] 

A MOP that blows up 

The Pentagon is pressing weapons developers to deliver a new bomb to 
penetrate underground targets encased by as much as 10,000 pounds of 
reinforced concrete. The "massive ordnance penetrator," or MOP, will be the 
largest non-nuclear bomb in the U.S. inventory, The Associated Press reports. 

The new bomb, which should be ready by summer, will carry 5,300 pounds of 
explosives and fly aboard a B-2. 

When asked if the bomb is needed for possible operations against Iranian or 
North Korean targets, a Pentagon spokesman called the MOP "a capability we 
think is necessary given the world we live in." 
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World's Easiest Way To Grow 

FRESH TOMATOES AT HOME! 



AS SEEN ON 




Grow Fresh Home-Grown 
Tomatoes. . .Without A Garden 

Love fresh, ripe tomatoes but hate 
how much they cost? Now you can 
have plump, fresh tomatoes at your 
fingertips any time you want them. 
Upside Down Tomato Planter is as 
easy as 1-2-3! Puts the plant in the 
bottom, the soil in the bag, the water 
in the top so you can hang it 
anywhere! Includes complete easy-to- 
follow instruction book. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 



TOPSY TURVY™ Tomato Planter 



(97799) 



Topsy Turvy™ 

Tomato Planter @ $9.97 



CA residents must add 8.25% sales tax 



Add $5.95 Shipping & Handling 1st Item 
Add $1 .00 Shipping & Handling Each Additional 



TOTAL 



$ 



Dept. 62480 



□check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover^/NOVUS 5 " Cards 
Card# 



| Expiration Date 



Name 



SEND 
ORDER 



Dream Products, Inc. 

j toj _41 2 DREAM J^N §,J/AN_N U YS, JDA_ 9 1496_ 



City 



How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapo- 
lis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280, e-mail 
reunions@legion.org or submit information 
via our Web site, www.legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 



Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho- 
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi- 
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem- 



berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 

Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa- 
tion on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion- 
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 

603rd AC&W Sqdn, Los Alamos, NM, 9/29-10/4, 
Alfredo Cabral, (480) 993-9635, 34fredo@ 
gmail.com; 5074th AB Sqdn & 1935th Com Sqdn 
(Alaska), Branson, MO, 6/25-28, Jim Fetrow, (616) 
887-7783, fetrowj590@ameritech.net; COMSEC 
Vet Grp, Branson, MO, 10/13-17, Jacob Roskam, 
mjdjkj35@aol.com; Det 1 727 TCS, Phoenix, 
10/1-2, Ken Taylor, (719) 392-6952, taylorpatken9@ 
aol.com; Det 3 50th Tact Ftr Wing (Hopsten, 
Germany), Green Bay, Wl, 7/29-8/1, Thomas 
Lehrer, (920) 490-9944, tlehrer001@new.orr.com; 
Nagoya/Komaki AB Assn 5AF, Flagstaff, AZ, 
5/23-26, John Campo, (816) 407-0055, jay mcee@ 
aol.com; Strat Air Cmd Abn Cmd Control Assn, 
Seattle, 9/8-12, Wilton Curtis, (804) 740-2290, 
wcurtis135@aol.com; 62nd Avn Co, 
A Co 502nd Avn Bn, 175th Avn Co, B Trp 
1-1 58th Avn Rgt, 150th Tran Det, 28th Sig Det, 
25th ID Doorgunners, Nashville, TN, 9/30-10/4, 
Frank Estes, (334) 774-5571, estesf@charter.net 

ARMY 



1st Bn 33rd Armd Arty Div (All Eras), 

Fort Knox,Radcliff, KY, 5/13-15, Jack 
Grant, (765) 643-8226, jjgrant@att.net; 1st Cav 
Div Assn, Bloomington, MN, 6/2-6, Charles 
Freeman, (864) 366-5722; 1st Inf Div "Big Red 
One," San Antonio, 8/25-29, Edward Burke, (215) 
661-1969, sod id@aol.com; 6th US Cav Assn, 
Chattanooga, TN, 6/1 1 -1 3, Gary West, (405) 
692-3462, gwest73044@yahoo.com; 9th Inf 
Div Society, Nashville, TN, 5/20-23, Gonzalo 
Garza, recon6667@att.net; 10th Inf Div 35th FA 
(Schweinfurt, Germany), Arlington, TX, 9/1 0-11, 
Loran Patton, mdpatton@windstream.net; 
11th & 328th Trans Co (Nelligen, Germany), 
Pigeon Forge, TN, 5/16-20, Allen Causseaux, 
(703) 971-3218, abc5822@cox.net; 11th Armd 
Cal Rgt Blackhorse Assn, Houston, 6/9-13, Gene 
Johnson, (936) 205-4553, reunion@blackhorse.org 
23rd Inf Rgt (Korean War Branch), Pueblo, 
CO, 9/7-11, Jim Coulos, (630) 232-2042; 25th 
Inf Div Assn, Boston, 9/12-18, Sarah Krause, 
(215) 248-2572, tropicltn@aol.com; 26th 
Yankee Inf Div, Portland, ME, 6/10-12, Sam 
Thompson, (508) 285-4656, sthompson.1sgret@ 
comcast.net; 68th AAA Gun Bn 508th Opns 
Det, Bloomington, MN, 9/16-19, Bill Valentin, 
(952) 895-0396, lela_valentin_1112@g.com; 
70th Inf Div, San Antonio, 9/15-19, John 
Hilderbrand, (714) 871-7964, jonmar@aol.com; 
80th Inf Blue Ridge Div, Greensboro, NC, 
8/11-15, Max Schmidt, (336) 288-0983; 84th 
Eng Bn Const (Vietnam), Las Vegas, 6/24-27, 
Richard Sharp, (314) 821-8640, kwagnersha@ 
aol.com; 84th Inf Div Railsplitter Society 
(WWII), Cincinnati, 8/27-29, Richard Jamieson, 
(513)732-2317; 87th Inf Div Legacy Assn, 
Pittsburgh, 8/18-22, Karen Lilley, (508) 869-6951, 
Iilley22@charter.net 



88th Inf Div Assn & Trust, Chicago, 9/2-5, Fred 
Lincoln, (508) 584-4169, f.lincoln@comcast. 
net; 90th FA Bn Assn 25th Inf Div, Pittsburgh, 
8/22-25, Ray Hask, (724) 727-3132; 109th FA 
Grp (WWII), Bushkill Falls, PA, 10/17-22, Al 
Petrogallo, (410) 740-7018; 120th Avn Co "The 
Deans" (Vietnam), Springdale, AR, 6/4-6, Robin 
Lunstrum, chetandkaren@netzero.com; 169th 
Cbt Eng Bn Assn (Vietnam), Waynesville, MO, 
9/1 0-11, Tom Ebrite, (765) 286-4906, s2snoopy@ 
comcast.net; 183rd Avn Co Seahorses Birddog 
Pilots (Vietnam), Colorado Springs, CO, 9/9-12, 
Mack Gibson, (704) 655-8584, mgibson55@ 
roadrunner.com; 300th Eng Cbt Bn (WWII), 
Dallas, 6/3-6, Warren Chancelor, (512) 864-0296, 
wec24@verizon.net; 458th Trans Co DUKWS, 
LARCS & PBR (1943-1977), Philadelphia, 
6/22-26, Jim Winstead, (417) 882-7229, pbrmp@ 
sbcglobal.net; 458th Trans Co DUKWS, LARCS, 
& PBR (1943-1977), Philadelphia, 6/22-26, Jim 
Winstead, (417) 882-7229, pbrmp@sbcglobal. 
net; 509th Eng Co Panel Bridge (Vietnam), 
Branson, MO, 9/23-25, Richard Trapp, (402) 
759-3657, riepl2@cox.net; 519th Trans Assn 
(Thailand), Colorado Springs, CO, 6/24-27, 
Joseph Wilson, (719) 310-3558, jjwilson@pcisys. 
net; 544th Eng Co (Vietnam, 1967-1972), St. 
Roberts, MO, 7/22-25, Arthur Halmstad, (920) 
738-5326, arthurhalmstad@yahoo.com; 793rd 
MP Bn Assn, Atlanta, 9/22-26, Richard Kealy, 
(905) 987-5016, richliz793@rogers.com; A&B 4th 
QM Bn 4th Armd Div (Goppingen, Germany, 
1957-1960), Pigeon Forge, TN, 5/2-5, Bobby 
Rains, (704) 538-9436, bogan-131@bell-south.net; 
Air Corp Pilot Classes (WWII), Nashville, 9/9-12, 
Stan Yost, (239) 466-1473; Dental Det (Fort 
Carson, CO, 1961-1964), Colorado Springs, 
CO, 9/3-6, Charles Pitzo, (856) 931-7629; FA 
OCS Class 2-60, Fort Sill, OK, 5/5-8, Herbert 
Siegel, (863) 852-3875, hsiegel@cfl.rr.com; Ferris 
Barracks, Branson, MO, 5/20-23, Karen Steele, 
(800) 542-6768, karen@bransongrayline.com; 
Korean Mil Advisory Grp, Nashville, 7/9-11, 
Dale Griffith, (402) 393-4904, dalegpanthers@ 
aol.com; Saumur Sig Depot, San Diego, 7/11-15, 
Richard Miller, (949) 770-2543, rkggmiller@aol. 
com; US Constabulary (Germany, Austria & 
Hanscom AFB), Bedford, MA, 4/27, Bob McLellan, 
(508) 896-6557, rjmc02631@yahoo.net; Vietnam 
Duster, Quads, Searchlights, Vulcans & Hawks 
Assn, Savannah, GA, 7/7-11, Bruce Geiger, (914) 
576-1050, ndqsa@cox.net 

COASTGUARD 

165th Cutters & 125th Cutters Buck & A 
Quarter, St. Louis, 9/23-25, Harrison Ochs, (314) 
822-9931; Portland Cuttermans Assn, Portland, 
ME, 7/30-8/1, Richard Pelley, (207) 799-5475, 
wes@portlandcutterman.org 



JOINT 

Assn Retired Mil Musicians, Huntsville, AL, 
9/16-18, Bill von Kamp, (256) 533-1674, 
suevkamp@aol.ocm; Korean War Vet Assn 
MO Dept, Rolla, MO, 6/24-26, Don Gutmann, 
(314) 739-7922, phyldon24@att.net; Nebraska 
Vietnam Vets, Norfolk,NE, 8/12-15, Dennis 
Larson, (402) 640-7008, dlarson47_5@msn. 
com; Nuclear Energy Assn NPPO Course (Fort 
Belvoir, VA), St. Louis, 9/22-26, Tom Steinhart, 
(217) 877-1360, usafneareunion@gmail.com; 
Ranger CV/CVA 61 (All Crew, Sqdn & Mar Det or 
TADs), San Antonio, 9/22-25, Bill Broaddus, (281) 
414-5981, jbclassics@stealwave.net 

MARINES 



1st ANGLICO, Quantico, VA, 6/3-5, John Maurer, 
(614) 262-9002, jmaurer@columbus.rr.com; 2nd 
Bn 4th Mar Assn, Pleasanton, CA, 9/1 -5, Brooks 
Wilson, (559) 298-3094, brooks@adanceoflight. 
com; 22nd Rgt (WWII), Las Vegas, 10/10-14, 
Ben Ware, (330) 332-4910; Charlie Co 1st Bn 
1st Mar (Korea), San Diego, 9/8-11, Al Baiocchi, 
(925) 933-1100, usmcc11@sbcglobal.net; Florida 
Mustang Assn, Crystal River, FL, 5/21-23, Gary 
Gray, (352) 674-9139; Hotel Co 2nd Bn 5th Mar 
& 1st Mar Div (Vietnam), Quantico, VA, 8/6-9, 
Joe Sonderman, (614) 294-2328, exdoc69@ 
columbus.rr.com; Mar Corps Pit 1066, Branson, 
MO, 6/10-13, Karen Steele, (800) 542-6768, karen@ 
bransongrayline.com; Tankers Assn, Seattle, 
7/6-11, Bob McDaniels, (360) 466-3080 

NAVY 



Abraham Lincoln SSBN 602, Laughlin, NV, 5/13- 
1 5, Jay Everitt, (91 8) 786-8851 , jayss349@grand- 
savingsbank.com; Agerholm DD 826, San Diego, 
10/6-9, Arthur Hroncich, (518) 373-8363, arturo- 
hr@msn.com; Albany CA 123/CG 10/SSN 753, 
Albany, NY, 8/31-9/5, Wayne Van Amburgh, (518) 
732-4202, albanyreunion@ussalbany.org; Amph 
Force Vets Assn, Mount Pleasant, SC, 9/5-9, John 
Walsh, (732) 367-6472, apa224vp16@comcast. 
net; Beale DD 471, St. Augustine, FL, 8/5-8, Larry 
Harkenreader, (904) 307-0358, cinder5050@ 
bellsouth.net; Becuna SS 319, Groton, CT, 10/14- 
17, DickGeiler, (860) 889-2843, mrgitch@comcast. 
net; Cabildo LSD 16, Branson, MO, 9/12-16, Paul 
Tsompanas, (804) 224-8694, lgreco3@msn.com; 
Chevalier DD/DDR 805, Hutchinson, KS, 8/24-28, 
Robert Stiggins, (620) 669-9612, bobandlu1@cox. 
net; Chilton APA 38, Myrtle Beach SC, 10/7-10, 
Bill Shields, (215) 330-1802, jdubois42@msn.com; 
Curtiss AV4,Tuscon, AZ, 9/15-18, Bruce Snider, 
(956) 423-3314, bruceusscurtissav4@rgv.rr.com; 
Edisto AG 89/AGB 2/WAGB 284, Warwick, Rl, 
10/17-20, Glenn Smith, (321) 269-5637, gdsmith@ 
cfl .rr.com; Frank Knox DD/DDR 742 (1 944-1 971 ), 
Carnival Cruise, 10/23-29, Orville Krieg, (727) 
724-1279 Gainard DD 706, Dayton, OH, 8/8-11, 
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George Hennessy, (239) 458-5807; Guam LPH 
9, Hampton, VA, 9/15-19, Robert McAnally, (757) 
723-0317, yujack@mealink.net; Hector AR 7 (All 
Yrs), Branson, MO, 9/1-5, Robert Pratt, (717) 766- 
8456, rpratt2198@comcast.net; Holder DD/DDE 
819 & DE 401, Savannah, GA, 10/10-13, James 
DeBarrios, (831) 458-9062, ussholder_dde819@ 
hotmail.com; Hornet CV 8 & CV/CVA/CVS 12, 
Tucson, AZ, 10/20-24, Carl Burket, (814) 224-5063, 
hornetcva@aol.com; John W. Thomason DD 760 
Assn, Salt Lake City, 9/29-10/1, Paul Steele, (801) 
392-9232, paulsteele1020@comcast.net; Jonas 
Ingram DD 938, Jacksonville, FL, 10/21-24, Pete 
Ventola, (973) 627-7491, pete.ventola@att.net; 
Klondike AD/AR 22, SUBGRU ONE PACRESFLT, 
San Diego, 10/1 -4, Virgil Eggenberger, (651) 345- 
2285, virgil@theeggenbergers.com; Manatee AO 
58, San Anotonio, 5/4-6, Bill Cress, (361) 547-6938, 
wcress@stx.rr.com; MCB 7, Charleston, SC, 9/23- 
26, Denny Blaisdell, (419) 867-9371, dennybee@ 
sbcglobal.net; MCB 11 & 11th NCB Seabees, 
Niagara Falls, NY, 9/8-12, Larry Hagler, (512) 267- 
8873, mcb11.reunion@earthlink.net; Montague 
AKA 98 (1945-1955), Denver, 9/23-26, Fred 
Machado, (559) 266-2978, fcm@unwiredbb.com; 
NAS Sanford (All Units, 1942-1968), Sanford, 
FL, 6/24-27, Gerlad Bohm, (386) 668-4851, dlfrsf@ 
aol.com 

Nav Reserve Ctr Altoona, Altoona, PA, 9/25, 
Bob Bentley, (814) 696-3366, mpaltoona@ 
atlanticcbb.net; Neches AO 47, Everett, WA, 
9/9-12, Ed Anderson, (425) 821-9456, trains8133@ 
msn.com; Net Tender, Net Layers & Net Depots, 
Chattanooga, TN, 1 0/1 1 -14, Leroy Jones, (276) 
930-4571, Ijones42000@yahoo.com; Oklahoma 
City Assn CL 94, CLG 5, CG 5 & SSN 723, 
Herndon, VA, 8/23-29, John Baker, (620) 221 -0343; 
Oriskany CV/CVA 34, Lafayette, LA, 10/10-13, 
Keith Benoit, (337) 981-1246, toad-frog@ 



bellsouth.net; Osage LSV 3, Saugus LSV 4, 
Monitor LSV 5, & Montauk LSV 6, Paducah, 
KY, 9/21-23, George Hasten, (217) 826-2784; 
Photographic Sqdn Assn FAPS 1, VD 1,2,3,4 
&, 5, VPP 1 & 2, VP 61 & 62, VC 61, VJ 61 & 
62, VAP 61 & 62, VCP 61 & 62, VFP 61 & 62, 
(1942-1982), Reno, NV, 10/4-7, Ken Kliewer, (360) 
871-2901, kexiek@wavecable.com; Pollux AKS 
2, 4, Branson, MO, 10/6-10, Glen Broxson, (850) 
994-0416, glenbroxson@aol.net; Ponchatoula 
Shipmate Assn, Ponchatoula, LA, 5/2-7, Rodger 
Smith, (301) 530-1915; Rendova CVE 114, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 8/26-29, Eddie Frank, (303) 
857-4248, rendova114@aol.com; Richmond, 
Branson, MO, 5/19-23, Karen Steele, (800) 542- 
6768, karen@bransongrayline.com 
Salem CA 139, Quincy, MA, 9/23-26, Eileen 
Daniels, (352) 326-5377, bedaniels53@aol.com; 
Severn OA 61, Scranton, PA, 10/13-16, Wayne 
Williams, (570) 675-3151, beegdblu@aol.com; 
Shelton DD 790, Elkridge, MD, 9/16-19, Dick 
Petrowich, (618) 475-3234, rbpetro@htctech.net; 
Solace AH 5 (WWII), Lubbock, TX, 9/30-10/1, 
Bill Logan, (806) 799-2748; Sphinx ARL 24 (All 
Crews), Branson, MO, 9/13-16, Frank Ironi, (320) 
352-3271, fironi@mainstreetcom.com; Suwannee 
CVE 27, St. Louis, 10/14-16, Norm Jennewein, 
(314) 842-4940, norjennewein@sbcglobal.net; 
Telfair APA 210, Mobile, AL, 10/7-11, John Tonyes, 
(765) 643-1060, flfox1@juno.com; Tennessee 
BB 43, Indianapolis, 7/27-31, John Sussault, 
(858) 676-0765, jcdusso@yahoo.com; VPB 74, 
Bowling Green, KY, 9/21-22, Jim Cummings, (270) 
842-7940, itzwibble9@aol.com; VR 52 & VR 62 
Detroit, Port Clinton, OH, 8/20-22, Bill Borrusch, 
(727) 862-6343, adcsbill@juno.com; Waldron DD 
699, Niagara Falls, NY, 9/23-27, Al Prame, (716) 
773-5988, goldmeister@roadrunner.com; 
Wallace Lind DD 703, Branson, MO, 9/9-13, 



Edward Siemietkoski, (856) 829-6470, 
edwardpro23@verizon.net; Walton DE 361, San 
Diego, 10/13-16, Jerry Hudson, (573) 291-1922, 
marjer67@ktis.net; Wisconsin Midwest LSM/ 
LSMR, Wisconsin Dells, Wl, 5/17-18, Allen 
Westerberg, (952) 894-1116, maral315@msn.com 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 83, CA: Nick J. Saucedo, Alfred J. Torres 

Post 88, ME: Duane A. Easier 

Post 112, ME: Donald N. Hancock, Arnold I. 

Moulton 
Post 339, Ml: Ralph R. Bowen 
Post 157, NY: Robert F. Magee 
Post 267, PA: Marty A. Rovedatti-Jackson 



COMRADES IN DISTRESS 

1 1 8th Inf Bn (Bad Hersfeld, Germany, May 
1980-Aug 1982). Robert Eugene Jacobs Jr. 
seeks witnesses to verify a fall from the rear of 
a military ambulance on the Autobahn while 
transporting a civilian patient to 97th Gen Hosp 
in Frankfurt. CID 1500 



IN SEARCH OF 

1/52nd 198th LIB Americal Div, Terry Wyrick, 

m60gunner@hotmail.com 
1st Cav 15th QM, Charles Freeman, (864) 

366-5772 

3rd Co Navy Boot Camp (Great Lakes, IL, 1950), 

William Wade, billandbev@live.com 
8th Cal Rgt (Camp Crawford & Camp 

Whittington, Hokkaido, Japan, 1953-1956), 

Al Sanderson, (319) 283-4043 
1 0th Inf Div 35th FA (Schweinf urt, Germany, 

1955-1956), Loran Patton, mdpatton@ 

windstream.net 




We have selected TEN different premium brands to 
create a sampler like none other. You'll get a total of 
20 cigars in all, each giving you a flavor and aroma 
that rivals the much higher priced boutique blends 
of the cigar world. Here at Thompson Cigar, cigars 
aren't just our business; they've been our passion for 
almost a century. Don't miss this opportunity to indulge 
in 20 incredible smokes. Supplies are limited, so order 
yours today! 



OFFER GOOD FOR 30 DAYS • NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS AND GOOD ONLY IN THE USA 



1-866-756-8692 



THOMPSON) 



www.thompsonspecials.com f ^ 

Wanna BID on Your Favorite Cigars? Start as low as $1 
Go to: www.thompsoncigarauctions.com updated daily! 




Get your Super 
Twenty Sampler 
now! 

20 top-notch cigars for 
$19.95 (#955741), plus 
$4.95 shipping & handling 
(All shipments to AK, HI, 
Guam, Virgin Islands and 
Puerto Rico must go 
priority mail - add an 
additional $10.00. Florida 
residents add 6% sales tax + 
appropriate county tax). 
Remittance of any taxes on 
orders shipped to a location 
outside of Florida is the 
responsibility of the 
purchaser. In the event we 
are out of a Premium brand, 
Thompson reserves the 
right to substitute another 
premium brand cigar or size, 
of equal or greater value. 
All written orders MUST 
include your signature and 
date of birth. Limit one 
per customer. 

America's Oldest Mail 
Order Cigar Company, 
Est 1915 

P.O. Box 31274 
Tampa, FL 33631-3274 
Fax:813-882-4605 



We now carry these highly popular brands: • Swisher Sweets • Phillies • Black & Mild 
• Dutch Master • Garcia Vega and more... Go to: www.popularsmokes.com 



10th Trans 48 Grp Reefer Unit (Long Binh, 
Vietnam, 1967-1968), David Lamborn, (814) 
368-6793 

15th Hosp Train (France & Belgium, 1944- 

1945), Orion Dix, (714) 747-3527 
25th Div 25th MP Co (Korea, 1951-1953), 

Jasper Boswell, (803) 432-2754, akapearl2005@ 

yahoo.com 
37th CES PACAF (Phu Cat AB, Vietnam, 

1969), Tom Gottfried, (567) 232-2095, 

tomgottfriedl 547@yahoo.com 
47th Bomb Wing (RAF Sculthorpe & RAF 

Alconbury, England, 1952-1962), Carty 

Lawson, (703) 779-4670, csrmlawson@ 

verizon.net 

78th Cbt Eng Bn (1940-1968), Jeronimo Soliz, 

(928) 539-9124, dogface1939@yahoo.com 
82nd MP Co 82nd Abn Div (1963-1965), George 

H.Cart, (304)743-5168 
97th Grp AAA Baseball Teams (Okinawa, 1951- 

1953), Brud Combs, (845) 264-5067 
338th SRS 1371st Photo M&C Sqdn & 1370th 

Photo M Grp (Palm Beach AFB, 1951- 

1955), F. Miller, (352) 753-3622, pamfem@ 

embarqmail.com 
377th Stn Hosp (Seoul, 1946-1947), Francis 

Head, (541)574-1942 
506th SAC Ftr Wing DOW/Tinker AFB (1954- 

1958), Jim Fernandes, (405) 761-0530 
508th Abn Rgt Cbt Team & Support Co (Fort 

Bragg, NC, Fort Campbell, KY & Japan, 

1953-1957), James Strickland, (704) 932-0973, 

jstrickland002@carolina.rr.com 
513th MP Co 513th Mil Intel Corps Grp 

(Berusel, Germany, 1964-1966), Gene Ross, 

(610) 715-4324, glr1942@gmail.com 
520th Med Co Clearing (1966-1967), 

Wayne Walling, (615) 294-2854, wwalling@ 

bellsouth.net 
524th MP Co (Fort Shafter, HI, 1960- 

1963), Gene Spainhour, (660) 659-2572, 

gene.spainhour@yahoo.com 



541st Sig Camp Roeder (Salisbury, Austria, 

1953-1955), John Surrem, (608) 647-2610 
547th Eng Cbt Bn (Gelnhausen or Darmstadt, 

Germany, 1944-1991), Pat McDowell, (717) 

249-7752, cmcdowellp@aol.com 
553rd Recon Wing, 553rd Recon Sqdn (Korat 

Royal Thai AB, Thailand, 1968-1970), Gilbert 

Jennings, (405) 737-5134, gilj@cox.net 
611th Trans Search Rescue (Vung Tau, 

Vietnam, 1964), Dik Klepper, (570) 325-2625, 

bearmtn@ptd.net 
915th CO NTS (Newport, Rl, 1943), Larry Fagan, 

(860) 233-7128, larryfagansr@comcast 
3083rd Avn Dep Grp AMC (1953-1955), Paul 

Sikkel, (775) 575-3672 
9207th TSU TC Sec Det (1946-1947), Thomas 

Thornburg, (360) 786-0458, thornburg_1@ 

comcast.net 
A Co USA STRATCOM LL Bn (Pusan, Korea, 

1966- 1967), Jack Patterson, (740) 545-9773, 
jpncp4647@sbcglobal.net 

Army Med Cmd Japan 627th Hosp Ctr (Camp 

Zama, Japan, 1970-1971), Dean H. Corrigan, 

(330) 763-4482 
B Btry 5th Msl Bn & 5th Arty (Baumholder, 

Germany, 1958-1961), Donald Anderson, (701) 

420-0957, bjnbiz@min.midco.net 
Branch 1st Mar Div 11th Mar Baker Btry 

(Korea, 1950-1951), Jacob Fruchtnicht, (504) 

836-6841, jacob.fruchtnicht@yahoo.com 
Camp Asan (Guam, Marianas Islands, 1950- 

1959), Jerry Sullivan, (314) 843-5529, 1 iljersu I ly@ 

sbcglobal.net 
HQ 108th Arty Grp (Fort Riley, KS & Dong Ha, 

Vietnam, 1 967-1 968), Ty Cobb, (630) 894-1941, 

tec425@sbcglobal.net 
HQ Btry 4th Bn 3rd Arty & 1 st Armd Div (Fort 

Hood, TX, 1966-1968), John Long, (740) 

323-1030 

HQ co 3Bn 33rd Armd & 3rd Armd Div 
(Kirch-Goens, Germany, Toronto & Ohio, 

1967- 1969), Ron Dacko, (740) 537-5518 



Iowa BB 61, Bill Humienny, (718) 745-4502, 

billhbb61@aol.com 
NAS Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, Photo Lab 

Personnel (1968-1970), Bob Bentley, (814) 

696-3366, mpaltoona@atlanticbb.net 
Pit 357 (MCRD Parris Island, SC, April-May 

1967) & Pit 356, 358 & 359, Bill Oxford, (828) 

728-4451, boxford@charter.net 
Rail Trans Office (Frankfurt, 1947-1949), Eddie 

Stinson, (352) 567-0391, mstinson@juno.com 
Shemia AFB (Aleutian Islands, 1950-1951), Bill 

McGovern, (330) 879-9636, revbill@sssnet.com 
Venango AKA 83 (1945-1947), John Gowin, 

(706) 278-6803, gowin@optilink.us 
VMF 322 (Okinawa, 1942-1944), Don 

Cersosimo, (412) 331-7341 
VMFA 314, 542, 513, 115 & 323 Mar Radar Fire 

Cntl Sec 6-65 to 8-66 (Da Nang, Vietnam), 

Thomas Boland, (803) 788-7736, colusar1@ 

hotmail.com 



TAPS 

William J. Bandera, Dept. of New York. Nat l 

Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
2007-2010. 

John R. McNamara, Dept. of New York. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1961-1962, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Atl. Memb. 
1962-1963, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1977-1981 and 1985-2001, Nat'l Conv. Cmsn. 
Memb. 1962-1968, Nat'l Distinguished Guests 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1955-1956 and 1957-1958, 
Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1972- 
1976, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 1976-1977 and 
Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Vice Chmn. 1984-1985. 

Robert L. Rea, Dept. of Oklahoma. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
2009-2010. 

Donald E. White Jr., Dept. of Delaware. 
Dept. Cmdr. 2006-2007, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 2006-2010 and Nat'l American Legion 
Magazine Cmsn. Memb. 2005-2006. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



HAT PINS • MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 



VIAGRA 

Cialis LEVITRA 

and more quality, FDA-approved medications. 



^ Sehablaespanol 

H/V ^ VIAMEDIC 



Need sleep? 

Check our low prices on adjustable beds! 



90-Day Money 
Back Guarantee. 




SLEEP COMFORT 



ADJUSTABLE BEDS 



Call today! 

www.sleep-comfort.com 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 



I 




SIZES 5-20 

200 styles 
FREE catalog 

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 

Dept. 5P Hingham, MA 02043 
I-800-992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com 



Alaska Cruise 

+ Lake Tahoe and San Francisco 
15-Days from $1648* 

Includes NCL's "Star" for a 7-day cruise to 
Ketchikan; Juneau; Sawyer Glacier; Skagway; 
and Prince Rupert, BC. Next a week's tour 
including Washington; the Columbia River; Mt. 
St. Helens, and Mt. Rainier; Oregon; two 
nights in the beautiful Lake Tahoe/Reno area; 
and two nights in San Francisco with included 
sightseeing. *Your price of $1 648 (per person, 
double occupancy) includes the 7-day cruise 
on NCL's "Star", 7 nights hotels, baggage 
handling, taxes, port charges and sightseeing. 

Call for brochure 7 days a week : 
YMT Vacations 1-800-736-7300 



Hearing Aids! Free Catalog! 




P O Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 



70 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | APRIL 2010 



HEARING AIDS 
p to 60% SAVINGS 




h 



FLAG CO., INC. 

1210 1st Ave. North - Fort Dodge, IA 50501 

800-992-3524 

"Ask for our Colorful Catalog Today" 
ALL KINDS - ALL SIZES - PROMPT SHIPMENT 



Notice of Mint Release 
2010 american silver eagle 




First Strike Brilliant Uncirculated 
Eagles At A Wholesale Price 

Accepting confirmed orders for the First Strike 
quality 2010 American Silver Eagle coin, 1 oz. 
pure. Due to silver market volatility, you must 
phone your ENI coin trader to lock in your ac- 
tual price or order on the web at uscoins.com. 
Do not send funds without first calling as price 
is subject to change without notice. Recom- 
mended purchase, 1 mint roll of 20 coins. 

USCOINS.COM 

a subsidiary of Eastern Numismatics 
Coin & Bullion Dealers Since 1974 

1-800-835-0008 

642 Franklin Ave, Garden City, New York 11530 





30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL61126 
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com 
NOT AVAILABLE INWA. 



STRONGER 
THAN 



Pharmaceutical Grade Without Prescription! 
(12 pills) - 100mg $49.95 
(24 pills) - 100mg $89.95 
(36 pills) - 100mg $129.95 
* Free Shipping * Discreet Packaging 
* Money Back Guarantee 
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 



TOLL FREE 
Order Line 



1-866-611-6891 



Or Send Check or M.O. To: 
P.E. Labs, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703 

Viagra® is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc 



order online www.Dillmedica.com 



2 Seater 




www.palmerind.com 1 

One hand operated 
Electric 1, 2, 3 or 4Seaters 
Free Brochure 800 847 1304 

aaAe Palmer Industries «- lVVC e 
P O Box 5707APH Ttf* 
Endicott NY 13763 ^ 
Also Pedal/Electric 1 <& 2 Seaters <& 
MHandcycles^Electri^Cit 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5C 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
1D550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 5SZ' 
I WEB SITE; www.MilltaryVetsPX.c 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



Moving? 

Legionnaires can save money & 

make relocating easy! 

• Receive special discounts on your next 



1.800.871.8864 



northAmerican 

1.800.524.5533 



Buying or Selling your home? 

• Earn thousands in cash back by using 
our preferred realtors. 

• VA, FHA & Conventional financing avail- 
able. (Collect $300 closing cost reward) 

• Plus, earn more savings and rewards! 

Call 1.800.593.2526 for details or visit 
http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 

Allied Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 076235 
North American Van Lines, Inc. U.S. DOT No. 070851 



FREE 2'x3' Support Our Troops 
flag with $50.00 Purchase. 

Online Coupon Code: POST 
Source Code: AD10AML4 




Flags • Flag Cases • Flagpoles • Memorial 
Products • Parade Products and more... 



Carrot-Top Industries Inc. 

P.O. Box 820, Hillsborough, NC 27278 

800.628.FLAG (3524) 
www.carrot-top.com 



Rings to Honor 
Your Service 

^^^^^^^^^^ ^t0^'~ 



Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-410 
Hannibal MO 63401 I CodeA-4io | 



www.ClassicRings.coi 



MlLMyP0L0SHIRTS.COM 

You Sefv&d the Be si - Now Wear the Best 

Veteran i-mo-swmws Owned 

ladow Wind Entcrpftses, Inc. Swoopc. VA 24479-0176. 
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Bad spellers of the world, untie! 

A MAN WALKED into the office 

of an eminent psychiatrist and sat down 

to explain his problem. 

"Doctor, doctor!" he started. 

"No need to repeat yourself," the 
doctor said. "One 'doctor' is enough." 

"Yes, well, I've got this problem. I 
keep hallucinating that I'm a large, 
white, hairy Pyrenees Mountain dog. 
It's crazy. I don't know what to do!" 

"A common canine complex," the 
doctor soothingly replied. "Come over 
here and lie down on the couch." 

"Oh, no, doctor. I'm not allowed up on 
the furniture." 



TWO ELDERLY LADIES had played bridge togeth- 
er for many years, and naturally had come to know 
each other pretty well. One day, during a game 
of cards, one lady suddenly looked up at the other 
and said, "I realize we've known each other for 
many years, but for the life of me, I just can't bring 
it to mind. Would you please tell me your name 
again, dear?" 

For a few minutes there was silence, before 
the other lady responded, "How soon do you need 
to know?" 

BE PATIENT and achieve all things. Be impatient 
and achieve all things faster. 




>• \ : 1 1 ! ■ 

* I * i » 



"Nice new deck, Admiral." 




"Hours after her world-record high jump, 3essie 
was disqualified when performance-enhancing cud 
was found in her system." 




"IVe always dreamed of auditing a return like yours." 



A MAN AND HIS WIFE were arguing and decided 
to give each other the silent treatment. The next 
week, the man realized he needed his wife to 
wake him at 5 a.m. for a business flight to Chicago. 
Not wanting to be the first to speak, he wrote on a 
piece of paper, "Please wake me at 5 a.m." 

The next morning the man woke up to discover 
that it was 9 a.m. and that he had missed 
his flight. Furious, he was about to go and see 
why his wife hadn't woken him, when he noticed 
a piece of paper by the bed. It said, "It's 5 a.m. 
Wake up." 

"VOTERS IN SWITZERLAND will decide next 
month if animals should have the right to be 
represented by lawyers in court. If they approve it, 
it will finally clear the way for the long-awaited 
lawsuit of Cat v. String" - Jimmy Fallon 
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Asbestos 
ancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 

The David Law Firm 




"Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 



For Medical Information: 
FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



The David Law Firm is a Proud Sponsor of 
The American Legion "Freedom Car" 





COOL NO-IRON SLACKS 

as* ■■■ ■ in 1 "tTTI 




You'll love the comfort! 

Waist gives & takes with your every move! 
Light weight, quick-dry cotton & polyester is 
100% NO IRON PERMANENT PRESS! 

• 4 Deep No-Hole pockets • Snap Closure 

• Indestructible nylon Zipper Fly 

• XTRA Sturdy Belt Loops 

• Convenient Golfer's Locker Loop! It's all 

MACHINE WASH & WEAR! 
COOL, COMFORTABLE, 

S-T-R-E-T-C-H COMFORT! 
If you wonder how other men look so 
good, ask them about Haband! Better 
yet, see for yourself! Be amazed at our 
Fast Reliable Service! $14.99 1 / 2 per pair! 
No Risk Guarantee!! Hurry! 



Matching Shirts $ 9. 99 each 

Handsome vertical striping makes you look 

slimmer! Rib knit collar, roomy fit, handy 
chest pocket and banded bottom. Dyed to 
match the pants. Stretchy cotton/polyester 
knit. Imported. 100% Wash & Wear. 

Sizes: S(34-36) M(38-40) 
L(42-44) XL(46-48) 2XL(50-52) 
3XL(54-56) & 4XL(58-60) 



Haband #1 Bargain Place, Jessup, PA 18434-1834 

Send shirts & slacks. I enclose $ purchase 

price plus $^3gC toward postage. Postage is FREE on this order! 

In GA 
add 
sales 
tax. 



FOR MAXIMUM COMFORT, ORDER YOUR USUAL WAIST SIZE f 
Waists: 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 
*Big Men ($4 more per pair): 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 62 



Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31-32) 
XL (33-34) (XL inseam available in 32-44 waists only) 



SLACKS 2 for $29.99*^ SHIRTS $9.99 each 
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WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 
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HOW 
MANY? 


2E 


KHAKI 














5J| 










05 [" BLUE 






W 










01 ■ 






06] 


GREY 








2E| KHAKI 






04^ 












l>= 
1 


] U VISA D 


mcr vcd 1 D AMEBICAN| 

NETWORK^^ 


u |Check| 



Card # . 



_Exp.: 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 



. Apt. # . 



City & State . 



Zip. 



Yj*. li . - , ,i 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! 
Duke Habernickel ■ w^vvv^v^vv^wvwww ^jBP^™^ 1 
#1 Bargain Place | 1 B:{lIlB^£ M ^^S^i<xh Ovtlute: Haband.COml 

Jessup, PA 18434 L l __________J . _ ___________ _ J 



